ELECTION 2006

Minnesota Up For Grabs
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota to Turn Out the Pro-

Choice Vote on November 7th

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s 2006
Legislative Scorecard (included on
pages 4 and 5) shows that we faced
serious battles at the Legislature this
year. Despite a Legislature that is
60% anti-choice, we have been able
to stop some egregious legislation like
the “Abortion Regulation Act” from
passing.

However, with the numbers in the
Legislature stacked against us so
dramatically, we have not been able
to succeed in stopping every piece of
anti-choice legislation. In the years
since Gov. Pawlenty has been in

See inside for...

" House Tour & Silent Auction Page 2

" Walk for Justice Page 3
" 2006 Legislative Scorecard Page 4-5
" 2006 Summer Interns Page 6
" Field Canvass Update Page 6

"~ Wish List Page 7

" Talking About Choice: Thirty

Years of the Hyde Amendment Page 7

- Comedy for Choice a Success Page 7

office, he has been able to sign two
major anti-choice initiatives: the 24-
hour waiting period for abortions, and
funding of anti-choice “crisis
pregnancy centers.”

In addition to the anti-choice
legislation, our proactive, pro-choice
initiatives have been stalled or
attacked with anti-choice legislators in
power. Funding for family planning
programs has been slashed by 50%,
and legislation to ensure that schools
give kids medically and factually
accurate sex education has been
stalled.

We have seen what happens when
anti-choice legislators are in office.
Now, we're ready to work with pro-
choice elected officials.

The 2006 election is an enormous
opportunity, with every major seat in
Minnesota up for reelection including:

Governor, Lt. Governor,
Attorney General, Secretary
of State, State Auditor

All 201 State Senators and
State Representatives

(Continued on page 3)

Festivals, Fairs, and Celebrations

Summer Outreach a Success

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota has
been hitting the streets and the
festivals this summer, educating
Minnesotans about pro-choice issues
and getting them to take action to
protect reproductive rights! From
Pride festivals in the Twin Cities and
Fargo/Moorhead to the B-Girl Be
Celebration of Women in Hip Hop in
Minneapolis, our volunteers are
collecting petition signatures, handing
out fun pro-choice gear like stickers
and temporary tattoos, and talking to
people about how essential it is to
defend the right to choose from the

my life

many attacks it currently faces.

Summer Outreach garners support
and broadens the base of awareness
for choice, while reaching out to
community members from across the
state. Volunteers have been able to
build grassroots advocacy in
Minnesota around reproductive choice
and educate fellow citizens about
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s
mission and goals. Summer events
and activities also continue to grow
(Continued on page 3)
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NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota staff and interns delivering the pro-choice message.



The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota (a 501 (c)(4) non-profit organization) is to develop and sustain a constituency that uses the
political process to guarantee every woman the right to make personal decisions regarding the full range of reproductive choices, including
preventing unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and choosing legal abortion.

550 Rice Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103

651-602-7655 651-602-7658 fax
www.prochoiceminnesota.org
info@prochoiceminnesota.org

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation  (a 501 (c)(3) tax-deductible non-profit organization) is to educate citizens about
past, present, and future reproductive health issues. Our educational programs work in the areas of student organizing, research, public
education, and leadership development to promote reproductive policies that give women real choices in their lives.

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Election Fund s a state political fund devoted to electing pro-choice candidates to state office.
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House Tour & Silent Auction

September 13, 2006

Less than two months before the
election, pro-choice Minnesotans
will come together for the 15th
annual House Tour and Silent
Auction.

This year, we are bringing our
signature event to a swing district
in Minnetonka, underscoring that
pro-choice voters are
everywhere. Come bid on great
auction steals, rub elbows with
pro-choice candidates, sample
tasty appetizers, and support the
political work of NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota as we head
into the 2006 Election.

The event will be the Wednesday
evening, 5:30-7:30, September
13. Tickets will be available at
www.prochoiceminnesota.org or
by calling 651-602-7655 during
office hours.

Items available this year include:

5 day stay at a cool
Manhattan condo.

Dinner at area restaurants.

Theater! Theater! Theater!
Packages at Twin Cities
theater companies.
Membership at the YWCA or
YMCA.

Countless works of art.
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Make Our
Auction a
Success!

Donate items or
services to the cause

Promote your business, show-off
your talent or apply your skills by
donating to our Silent Auction!
Each person or business that
donates an auction item has the
opportunity to be listed in our
event program and post-event
newsletter for 15,000 pro-
choicers statewide.

Popular auction items from the

past include:

" Gift certificates  for
services or dining
opportunities
Tickets to concerts and
sporting events

Jewelry
Works of art , be it original

pieces, screen prints,
pottery, sculpture, etc.

A weekend or week stay at
your cabin or condo
Timeshares

Frequent flyer miles

Even the fruits of your
labor, such as a couple
hours of lawn work,
dogsitting, or a knitted

K scarf.




Walk for Justice
September 17, 2006

The Headwaters Foundation 11th
annual Walk for Justice is happening
on Sunday, September 17, bringing
together over 100 social justice
organizations in the Twin Cities to

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
Foundation will have three teams in
the Walk for Justice: Staff, Board
Members, and Activists. Here is a
message from Jill Davidson, team

walk together in solidarity and raise leader of the Activist Team:

money for their important work.

Do you ever feel
discouraged by the anti-
choice, anti-family-planning,
anti-woman policies and
people that sometimes
seem to fill our newspapers,
radios, and TV screens?

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
Foundation is participating in the Walk
for Justice for the third year in a row,
and we want YOU to join us! We have
consistently ranked high on the list of
top fundraising organizations, but with
your help we can be #1! Last year the
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
Foundation raised over $7,000 to fund
our work protecting reproductive
justice. This year, you can help us
reach our goal of $10,000.

Now you have an
opportunity to really feel the
power of the pro-choice
movement around you.

There's nothing like
marching for our cause to
help invigorate us, plus it's a
great way to help the
NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota Foundation
protect reproductive justice.

Join me on our Pro-Choice

Activist Team and be a part
of the pro-choice solution!

--Jill

Join the NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota Walkers

Activists can join our team in two ways:

1. Sign up on the Walk for Justice website. Go to
www.walkforjustice.org. Click on “Register Here.” Click on “Join a
Team.” Select the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota team.

Contact Derek at derekr@prochoiceminnesota.org or 651-602-
7655.

Can't make it? Support the walkers:
Going to be out of town on September 17? Not able to do a three mile

walk? You can still help our efforts! Anyone can gather pledges to
support our team. Even if you're not going to walk, you can set up a
personal fundraising page on www.walkforjustice.org with your picture
and the reason you support NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota. And anyone
can go to our team page on www.walkforjustice.org and make a tax-
deductible pledge to support our team.

(Election 200&ontinued from page 1)
One U.S. Senator
All 8 U.S. Representatives

In the Minnesota Senate, we only
need 5 more seats to have a pro-
choice majority. In the Minnesota
House, winning 21 more seats will
give us a pro-choice majority. We are
not going to let this opportunity to get
a pro-choice legislature pass us by!

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is
already working to ensure that pro-
choice legislators get elected to
represent Minnesota. Here are some
of the ways that we will make sure
that pro-choice candidates are
victorious this fall:

Our talented field canvass staff
are identifying new pro-choice
voters every night in key
communities throughout the
state.

We are dispatching dedicated
volunteers to local pro-choice
candidate’'s campaigns in the
Twin Cities metro area as well
as in greater Minnesota.

We will be phone banking to

swing voters throughout the fall
to make sure they know how
important it is to vote pro-
choice.

Our nationally renowned
campus organizing program is
ready to mobilize college
students to vote pro-choice
when they head back to

classes this fall.

Our pro-choice voters guide will
be distributed to over 20,000
members across the state this
fall informing our members of
which candidates have been
endorsed by NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota. Watch for it
in your mailbox in October, so
you can be sure to vote pro-
choice when you head to the
ballot box in November!

From identifying and persuading pro-
choice voters to turning them out to
the polls on November 7, NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota will be working to
make sure that the pro-choice voice is
mobilized this fall to put pro-choice
candidates where they belong: in
elected office, protecting reproductive
freedom!

(Festivals, Fairs, and Celebratiddentinued from
page 1)

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota's
membership and donor commitment.
Along with the events listed above,
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota has
participated in outreach at the League
of Women Voters National
Convention, Rondo Days Community
Celebration, and Twin Cities Pridefest
2006. Thanks to NARAL Pro-Choice
America, choice friendly Minnesotans
have been adorned with new and
improved outreach materials,
featuring updated and eye catching
designs. Summer outreach events
are a great opportunity to stock up on

pro-choice goodies and enjoy the
company of fellow advocates for
reproductive rights.

Check out NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota’s outreach table at
upcoming events this summer
including; the Rochester, Mankato,
and Duluth/Superior Pridefests, as
well as other Metro area concerts and
community gatherings. If you would
like to help NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota with this fun and important
outreach work, email
volunteer@prochoiceminnesota.org or
call 651-602-7655 for information
about upcoming outreach events.
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2006 Pro-Choice Legislative Scorecard X

* See how your state officials voted on reproductive *
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With anti-choice majorities in both the
Minnesota State House and the
Minnesota State Senate, the 2006
Legislative Session presented serious
challenges to reproductive freedom in
Minnesota. The MCCL (Minnesota
Citizens Concerned for Life) has the
full support of 60% of the Minnesota
House and 55% of the Minnesota
Senate, as well as a Governor eager
to sign any anti-choice legislation they
put before him.

Pro-choice Minnesotans breathed a
sigh of relief when the 2006
Legislative Session ended with the
narrow defeat of the MCCL's anti-
choice “Abortion Regulation Act”, a
three-pronged attack to reproductive
freedom that sought to:

Challenge Minnesota’s state
constitutional protection for
reproductive privacy as
determined by the Doe v.
Gomez case;

Target judges who grant
judicial bypasses to young
women seeking

abortion; and

Single out doctors who
provide abortion for
burdensome regulations.

For more information on the anti-
choice “Abortion Regulation Act,” see
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s
online factsheet at
http://www.prochoiceminnesota.org/s0
6factsheets/200602221.shtml

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s 2006
Legislative Scorecard tracks all
reproductive rights related votes from
the 2006 Session. See which

legislators voted to protect women’s
privacy, and who voted to restrict our
most fundamental freedoms.

SCORECARD KEY

+ Denotes Pro-Choice vote
- Denotes Anti-Choice vote

O Denotes No Vote/Not Present
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SENATE VOTES

\

MINNESOTA

Sen. Cohen moved to
amend HF 4162 by deleting
Health and Human Services
Section. This section would
have been the vehicle for

the anti-choice "Abortion
Regulation Act." NARAL
Pro-Choice Minnesota

supported the amendment;
it passed 35-32.

SF 2994, the Education
Omnibus bill authored by
Sen. Kelley, included a
comprehensive sex
education requirement for
K-12 students. NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota
supported this bill with the
comprehensive sex
education component; it

passed 37-28. /

WHO ARE MY LEGISLATORS?

Check your address label for your legislative district.

Minnesota legislative districts are divided into a single state
senate district bisected into two state house districts (A and
B). For example, if your district is 1A, you are in senate
district 1 (Sen. Stumpf) and house district 1A (Rep. Penas).

You can also find your Senator and Representative online at
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/

or by calling 651-296-2803 or 1-877-600-8683.

SD Party Senator 1 2
01 DFL Stumpf - +
02 DFL Skoe + +
03 DFL Saxhaug + +
04 R Ruud - -
05 DFL Tomassoni + +
06 DFL Bakk + +
07 DFL Solon + +
08 DFL Lourey + +
09 DFL Langseth + +
10 R Larson -
11 DFL Sams +
12 R Koering - -
13 DFL Johnson + +
14 R Fischbach - -
15 DFL Clark + +
16 R Wergin

17 R Nienow

18 R Dille

19 R Koch - -
20 DFL Kubly + +
21 R Frederickson -
22 DFL Vickerman - +
23 DFL Hottinger + +
24 R Rosen +
25 R Neuville

26 R Day - -
27 DFL Sparks + +
28 DFL Murphy + +
29 R Senjem - -
30 DFL Kiscaden + +
31 R Kierlin

32 R Limmer

33 R Olson

34 R Ortman

35 R Robling -
36 R Pariseau 0
37 R Gerlach -
38 R McGinn - -
39 DFL Metzen + +
40 R Belanger, Jr.

41 R Michel

42 R Hann - -
43  DFL Bonoff + +
44  DFL Kelley + +
45 DFL Rest + +
46  DFL Scheid + +
47  DFL Foley + +
48 R Jungbauer

49 R Johnson - -
50 DFL Chaudhary + +
51 DFL Betzold + +
52 R Bachmann

53 R Reiter - -
54  DFL Marty + +
55 DFL Wiger + +
56 R LeClair - -
57 DFL Marko + +
58 DFL Higgins + +
59 DFL Pogemiller + +
60 DFL Dibble + +
61 DFL Berglin + +
62 DFL Skoglund + +
63 DFL Ranum + +
64 DFL Cohen + +
65 DFL Pappas + +
66 DFL Anderson + +
67 DFL Moua + +
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MINNESOTA
HOUSE VOTES

Rep. Clark moved to
reconsider 3rd reading of HF
3258, the "Abortion
Regulation Act"; NARAL Pro-

Choice Minnesota
supported this motion, it
failed 55-77.

Final passage of HF 3258
authored by Rep. Brod, the
"Abortion Regulation Act.”
NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota opposed this hill;
it passed 81-50.

Rep. Otremba moved to
amendHF 4162 with
judicial tracking section of
"Abortion Regulation Act."
NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota opposed the
amendment; it passed 78-
53.

Rep. Otremba moved to
amendHF 4162 with
Gomez portion of the
"Abortion Regulation Act."
NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota opposed this
amendment; it passed 84-

46. /

2006 Pro-Choice Lobby Day

HD Party Representative 1234 HD Party Representative 1234
01A R Penas - - - - 34B R Hoppe - - - -
01B DFL Lieder + - - - 35A R Beard - - - -
02A DFL Eken + - - - 35B R Buesgens - - - -
02B  DFL Sailer + 4+ + + 36A R Holberg .. - -
03A DFL Anderson, | - - - - 36B R Garafalo - - - -
03B DFL Solberg - 000 37A R Cybart - - - -
04A DFL Moe + + + - 37B R Ozment - - - -
04B R Howes - - - - 38A R Wilkin - - - -
05A DFL Rukavina + 4+ + + 38B R Wardlow - - - -
05B DFL Sertich + 4+ + + 39A DFL Hansen + 4+ + +
06A DFL Dill - - - - 39B DFL Atkins + + + +
06B DFL Murphy - - - - 40A R Powell - - - -
07A DFL Huntley + 4+ + + 40B DFL Lenczewski - -
07B DFL Jaros + 4+ + + 41A R Erhardt + 4+ + +
08A DFL Hilty + + + + 41B R Peterson - - - -
08B R Soderstrom - - - - 42A DFL Ruud + 4+ + +
09A R Lanning - 42B R Paulsen - - - -
09B DFL Marquart - - - 43A R Johnson, J - - - -
10A R Nornes - - - - 43B R Abrams 00 + +
10B R Simpson - - - - 44A  DFL Simon + + + +
11A R Westrom - -+ - 44B DFL Latz + + + +
11B DFL Otremba - - - - 45A DFL Peterson ++ +0
12A R Gazelka - - - - 45B DFL Carlson + 4+ 4+ +
12B R Blaine - - - - 46A DFL Nelson + + + +
13A R Heidgerken - - - - 46B _ DFL Hilstrom + + + +
13B DFL Juhnke - - - - 47A DFL Dittrich + + 4+

14A R Severson - - - - 47B DFL Hortman + + + +
14B DFL Hosch - - - - 48A R Hackbarth - -

15A R Knoblach - - - - 48B R Abeler -
15B DFL Haws + - - - 49A R DelaForest - - -
16A R Erickson - - - - 49B R Tingelstad - - - -
16B R Olson - -00 50A DFL Goodwin + 4+ + +
17A R Eastlund - - - - 50B R Samuelson - - - -
17B_ R Nelson - - - - 51A R Westerberg - -+ -
18A R Newman + - - - 51B DFL Bernardy + 4+ + +
18B R Urdahl - - - - 52A R Vandeveer - - - -
19A R Anderson, B - - - - 52B R Dean - - - -
19B R Emmer - - - - 53A R Krinkie - - - -
20A DFL Peterson + + + + 53B R Meslow - - - -
20B  DFL Koenen - - - - 54A DFL Greiling + 4+ 4+ +
21A R Seifert - - - - 54B  DFL Scalze + + + -
21B R Finstad - - - - 55A DFL Lillie + + + +
22A R Magnus - - - - 55B  DFL Slawik + + + +
22B R Hamilton - - - - 56A R Charron - - - -
23A DFL Johnson, R + 4+ + + 56B R Klinzing - - - -
23B  DFL Dorn + -+ - 57A DFL Sieben + 4+ + +
24A R Gunther - - - - 57B R McNamara - - - -
24B R Cornish - - - 58A DFL Mullery + + + +
25A R Brod - - - 58B DFL Ellison + + + +
25B R Cox - - - - 59A DFL Loeffler + 4+ + +
26A R Ruth - - - - 59B DFL Kahn + 4+ 4+ +
26B DFL Fritz - - - - 60A DFL Kelliher + + + +
27A R Dorman -+ o+ - 60B DFL Hornstein + 4+ + +
27B  DFL Poppe + + + + 61A DFL Clark + + + +
28A R Dempsey - - - - 61B  DFL Walker + + + +
28B R Sviggum - - - 62A DFL Davnie + + + +
29A R Demmer - - - - 62B  DFL Wagenius + 4+ + +
29B R Bradley - - - - 63A DFL Thissen + + + +
30A DFL Liebling + + + + 63B  DFL Larson + + + +
30B DFL Welti + -+ - 64A DFL Entenza + + + +
31A DFL Pelowski - - - - 64B DFL Paymar + 4+ 4+ +
31B R Davids - - - 65A DFL Thao + 4+ 4+ +
32A R Peppin - - - 65B DFL Mariani 0000
32B R Zellers T 66A DFL Lesch + 4+ + +
33A R Smith - - - - 66B DFL Hausman + 4+ 4+ +
33B_ R Sykora - - - - 67A DFL Mahoney + + + +
34A R Kohls - - - - 67B DFL Johnson, S + 4+ + +

Write Your
Legislator
Today

Strengthen Pro-Choice
Lobbying Power

In January 2007, the Minnesota
Legislature will come back together.
Tell your legislators now that you'll be
paying attention to their votes.

Please write a quick note to your
representatives thanking them or
respectfully expressing your
disappointment with their performance
in the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
scorecard.

Elected officials of all stripes need to
know that their pro-choice
constituents are paying attention to
the Legislature.

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR
MINNESOTA LEGISLATOR:

1. Go to www.leg.state.mn.us __and
click on House or Senate, and
then look up your member's
contact information.

2. Write to your Senator at:
DFL Senators:
75 Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr
Blvd, Saint Paul, MN 55155
Republican Senators:
100 Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr
Blvd, Saint Paul, MN 55155

3. Write to your Representative at:
100 Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr
Blvd, Saint Paul, MN 55155

Or be sure to visit your
representatives’ booths at the State
Fair and let them know what you think
in person (respectfully). It will make
an impression on them.



2006 Summer Interns
Meet the people who make it happen!

Lila
Baker
Andre

I've been

working

since early

this summer

as the Clinic

Escort Intern

at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota and
it has proved to be very rewarding. My
family is involved in feminism,
particularly in women’s sexual rights,
which began my interest in NARAL.

After writing a research paper on
Margaret Sanger’s opening of the
Brownsville Clinic in Brooklyn and the
founding of the Clinical Research
Bureau, | became more interested in
the need to make abortion and birth
control safe and legal. | began a pro-
choice club at my high school with my
friend.

Being involved in the escort program
run by NARAL has been a great
opportunity. | schedule volunteers to
escort at a clinic in the Phillips
neighborhood of Minneapolis, escort
whenever | can, and help with other
projects for the organization.

Escorting is a vital service and | know
that I'm really making a difference in
the lives of women who are enduring
a difficult time in their lives. It is crucial
to defend these women from the
insensitive anti-choice protestors.
Working with the staff has been so
wonderful. As only a junior in high
school, I'm looking forward to
continuing my work with NARAL for
years to come. | encourage all pro-
choicers to volunteer to protect the
right to choose!

Sklyar
Kidnie

My name

is  Skylar

and | am

t h e

Summer

Outreach

Intern  at

NARAL

Pro-Choice Minnesota. | find events
for NARAL to have an outreach table
at and | also organize volunteers to
work at the outreach tables.

| became involved with NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota in the fall of last
year when | did a service learning
project for my women'’s studies class.
We had several options for projects,
and one of the options was clinic
escorting with NARAL. After finishing
my service learning project, | became
more interested with what NARAL
does and at the beginning of the
summer | decided to apply for this
internship.

Kate Bruce

| am a law student at the University of
Wisconsin—Madison, and am home in
Minnesota for the summer. When |
finish law school, | plan to work in
human rights with a focus on
reproductive rights.

Interning with NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota this summer has given me
the opportunity to work on getting
ready for the upcoming critical
elections. | have worked on
organizing doorknocking, preparing
for our Voters’ Guide and have done

Field Canvass Update

Pro-Choice Door-To-Door Organizing

Going Strong

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
canvass is in the midst of its 3™
summer and is still going strong! We
currently have 18 canvassers hitting
the pavement organizing the choice
community throughout the state of
Minnesota. The field canvass is an
instrumental part of our electoral plan
to educate and turn out pro-choice
voters in key swing districts.

Since January of this year we have
knocked on 59,391 doors and
recruited 6,179 new members. Some
of the towns we have organized to
date include Cannon Falls, Oak Park
Heights, Lino Lakes, South St. Paul,
Inver Grove Heights, Roseville, White
Bear Lake, Bloomington, Shoreview,
Champlin, Brooklyn Park, Minnetonka,

Edina, Saint
Louis Park
a n d

Mankato.
So while
m a n vy

Minnesotans

are sitting in

the summer

sun, NARAL

Pro-Choice Minnesota’s dedicated
canvassers are diligently working in
this heat wave to take back Minnesota
one member at a time in order to
change the balance of power. Please
keep your eyes open for and welcome
our pro-choice organizers when they
come to your neighborhood!

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Field Canvass Staff, July 2006

some research on reproductive issues.

Working with NARAL Pro-Choice

Minnesota and its staff has been an amazing experience!
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Talking About Choice

Thirty Years of the Hyde Amendment

“| certainly would like to prevent, if | could legally, anybody having an abortion: a rich
woman, a middle-class woman, or a poor woman. Unfortunately, the only vehicle available
is the HEW Medicaid bill.”

Representative Henry Hyde, Republican of lllinois, in 1977*

No sooner did the Supreme Court rule
resoundingly in favor of women’s
rights with Roe v Wade in 1973 than
opponents rushed in to undermine
that ruling. September marks the 30"
anniversary of the Hyde Amendment,
the first in an endless series of
restrictions on the ability of women to
control their reproductive futures.

Introduced as an attachment to the
health and human services spending
bil, the 1976 Hyde Amendment
banned all federal Medicaid funding of
abortions except those necessary to
save the life of the pregnant woman,
thus effectively depriving care from a
third of the women in need of the
service.”

Taking a cue from Hyde, states soon
followed suit, banning the use of state
Medicaid funds for abortion. By 1979,
40 states—including Minnesota—had
enacted similar bans, and copycat
language was inserted in other
federal spending bills. Currently this
country categorically denies abortion
health care coverage to:

Medicaid recipients

military personnel and their

dependents
federal prisoners
Peace Corps volunteers

Native American women receiving
health care from Indian Health
Services

federal employees
women on disability insurance

immigrant women

For a significant number of families

the post-Hyde environment differs
little from the pre-Roe one. While
women of means may access safe
abortion services, women who lack
resources are faced with an
involuntary pregnancy or unsafe
abortion. This burden falls
disproportionately on young women
and women of color, whose
representation is all but absent from
Congress. Consider the onerous
barriers—travel costs due to scarcity
of clinics, hotel costs due to waiting
periods, child care, lost wages—add
to that the actual cost of an abortion
(an average of $468 in the first
trimester), and one might conclude
that Henry Hyde succeeded in his aim
of preventing abortions among women
who rely on government-funded
health insurance.

Instead, women are driven to ever
more desperate measures. The year
the Hyde Amendment was enacted,
Rosie Jimenez was a 27-year old
single mother with a 5-year old
daughter, working her way through
college in McAllen, Texas. A Medicaid
recipient, Rosie was only six months
from graduation in 1977 when she
bled to death from an illegal abortion.
And although it is impossible to know
precisely how many women have died
or suffered injury in the intervening
years, there is ample evidence that
self-induced abortions due to lack of
funding are on the rise.’

In Minnesota, cuts to funding were
restored in 1995 when the state
Supreme Court ruled in Doe v Gomez
that subsidizing childbirth without also
funding the abortion option was a
violation of the state constitution. It is

Comedy for Choice a Success!
A Night of Laughs at the Woman’s Club of Mineapolis

A special thank you to
all who attended and
made the 7th annual
Comedy for Choice—its
biggest success yet!

The event was held on
July 13 at the Woman'’s
Club of Minneapolis,
across from Loring Park.
The theme this year was
the fight over the
criminal abortion ban in
South Dakota, hence the
subtitle, South Dakota:
Too Close for Comfort?

Attendees heard about current threats
to our rights and health and what they
can do to change the political
landscape. The evening featured two

Performer Amy Anderson
makes the audience roll in
their seats.

hours of six wonderful
performers and the ever-
hilarious master of
ceremonies, Rep. Frank
Hornstein.

A special thank you to

the generous

performers: Amy

Anderson, Amy

Salloway, Darlene

Westgor, Holly Dauvis,
Kevin Kling, and Mary
Hirsch.

Also, a thank you goes to Frank
Hornstein for his emcee services
for a third year and Holly Davis for
all her event planning help.

Please join us next year when it will
be even bigger and better!

this decision that was the focus of the
2006 MCCL-sponsored Abortion
Regulation Act. NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota believes that all women,
regardless of circumstances, deserve
access to a full range of reproductive
choices. By isolating the single most
common surgical procedure sought by
women and then denying it to the
most vulnerable, the Hyde
Amendment represents blatant
discrimination. We will work to ensure
that abortion remains safe, legal, and
available to those who need it.

! Congressional Record, House, June 17, 1977,
p. H6083

2 When the appropriations bill passed in 1976, it
passed without exceptions for rape or incest.
The following year, both were included, but by
1981, all exceptions had been stripped from the
bill. Not wuntil 1993 during the Clinton
administration were the health, rape and incest
exceptions reinstated; between 1973 and 1977,
Medicaid covered the cost of one third of all
abortions performed in the US.

3 See Carole Joffe’s article, “Reproductive
Regression,” January 23, 2006, in the online
journal Tom Paine.

We need the following items! If you have them
around, please consider making a donation.
Contact 651-602-7655 or
info@prochoiceminnesota.org.

Desk chairs (Good for working
long hours)

Digital screen projector

Laptop computer (less than 2
yrs old with Windows XP)

DVD player

Digital camera (3 or more
megapixals)

Wireless handheld (Blackberry,
etc.)

Laser printer (less than 3 yrs
old)

Oversized envelopes and
folders

Glue sticks, highlighters,

markers, post-its, and pens

Hospitality items: snacks, pop,
bottled water, etc.

Multi-passenger vehicle in

working condition
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The fabulous folks of NARAL

Pro-Choice Minnesota
Staff and Interns: 2006

Every day there are dedicated staff, interns, and volunteers working to protect

women’s reproductive health and justice in Minnesota.

You too can be involved with these people and the political struggle to secure our
rights. Go to www.prochoiceminnesota.org and click “Get Involved” to find out how
you can be involved. Whether as a full time staff member, an intern, a member of
the Board of Directors, or a pro-choice activist, the next generation needs you to
protect our constitutional rights!
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