BREAKING NEWS!

Capitol Update

Bad News & Good News from the
2006 State Legislative Session

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota has
been hard at work during the 2006
legislative session protecting
reproductive justice. While the
session won't end until May 22, here
is the latest news about Choice
related legislation as of this printing.

Abortion Regulation Act

(HF 3258/SF 2877) is the MN Citizens
Concerned for Life's (MCCL) latest
attempt at undermining reproductive
freedom. It contains the most
significant restrictions to reproductive
rights that Minnesota has seen in
decades. If passed, this legislation
would severely threaten the
constitutional protections to
reproductive freedom enjoyed by the
women of Minnesota.

Here are the details on this package
legislation:

1. Attack Minnesota's version of
Roe v. Wade

In 1995, the Minnesota State
Supreme Court ruled in Doe .
Gomez that if Minnesota state health
insurance paid for full-term pregnancy
care, it would be discriminatory to not
also pay for abortion care. This ruling

grants
l ow -
income
women |-
access
t (o]
abortion
services. It also provides greater
protection to reproductive freedom for
the women of Minnesota under our
State Constitution, which under the
Gomez decision is interpreted to
include the right to reproductive

privacy.

In short, the Gomez decision is
Minnesota's version of Roe .
Wade.

The MCCL says they want to ban
“taxpayer funding” of abortions.
However, the true goal of this
provision to directly challenge settled
state constitutional law, and target
sitting State Supreme Court justices
based on how they vote on a
challenge to Gomez.

2. Target judges who grant
judicial bypasses to young
women

Minnesota law currently requires

(Continued on page 3)

Pro-Choice Lobby Day a Success!

Citizens From Across the State Lobby Legislators

On Wednesday, April 19" pro-
choicers from across Minnesota came
to the Capitol in St. Paul for NARAL
Pro-Choice Minnesota’'s 2006 Pro-
Choice Lobby Day. Over 150 citizens
met with their legislators and over 200
participated in the rally!

The morning began with a legislative
briefing from Robynne Curlee ,
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s
Executive Director of Programs and
Public Affairs and lobbyist.
Participants also learned the basics of
citizen lobbying from two of NARAL
Pro-Choice Minnesota’s board
members, Geri Katz and Amy Brugh ,
with years of advocacy experience to
share. Feeling empowered,
participants headed for the rally in the
Capitol Rotunda attended by over 200
pro-choicers, and then went to lobby
their legislators on key pieces of
choice related legislation.

Participants met with their legislators
about issues related to choice and
current legislation, including the
Abortion Regulation Act and
Restoring Family Planning Special

Projects Funding . To find out more
about these pieces of legislation, see
accompanying article on this page.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota would
like to thank the many volunteers and

members who helped make this
year’'s Lobby Day a success, including
the dedicated activists and legislators
who spoke during the Rally. We also
want to send a special thank you to
Blink Bonnie , Peace Coffee, and
Ship Mate for
their  generous
donations.

Stay tuned for
news of NARAL
Pro-Choice
Minnesota’s
2007 Pro-Choice
Lobby Day. With
your help, we will
make it even
bigger and better
next year! /4

Robynne Curlee,
Executive Director of
Programs & Public
Affairs, speaks at the
Pro-Choice Rally.
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The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation

(a 501 (c)(4) non-profit organization) is to develop and sustain a constituency that uses the
political process to guarantee every woman the right to make personal decisions regarding the full range of reproductive choices, including
preventing unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and choosing legal abortion.

(a 501 (c)(3) tax-deductible non-profit organization) is to educate citizens about

past, present, and future reproductive health issues. Our educational programs work in the areas of student organizing, research, public
education, and leadership development to promote reproductive policies that give women real choices in their lives.

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Election Fund

is a state political fund devoted to electing pro-choice candidates to state office.
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Elections Matter!

2006 Elections are Critical for Choice

November 2006 might seem like
a long way off, but NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota is already
working to make sure that pro-
choice candidates win at the
ballot box. Minnesota is in a
unigue position this year, with
every statewide and local official
up for election. This November
will be key for pro-choice
Minnesotans.

Here is a snapshot of what's at
stake in this critical election:

The Governor. In the 4
years that Pawlenty has
been governor, he has
signed 3 bills from the MCCL
(Minnesota Citizens
Concerned for Life),
including the onerous 24-
waiting period for abortions.
Minnesota needs a pro-
choice governor! All four
constitutional officers are
also up in November:
Lieutenant Governor,
Attorney General, Secretary
of State, and State Auditor.

The State Senate. The
Minnesota State Senate is
overwhelmingly anti-choice,
with just 29 members out of
67 that are 100% pro-choice.

The entire State Senate is up
for election.

The State House. Things are
even bleaker for Choice in
the Minnesota State Senate,
with only 51 members out of
134 who are 100% pro-
choice. The entire State
House is up for election.

The U.S. Senate. Minnesota
has one U.S. Senate seat up
in  November. With pro-
choice Sen. Mark Dayton
retiring, it is critical that
Minnesota elect a 100% pro-
choice replacement to
advocate for reproductive
justice on behalf of
Minnesota in the U.S.
Senate.

The U.S. House. All eight of
Minnesota’'s u.s.
Representatives are up for
election. Currently only 2 of
our 8 Representatives are
pro-choice; in November, we
can send more pro-choice
Minnesotans to Washington!

We have seen what happens
when anti-choice politicians are
elected: they insert themselves
into the most personal decisions

We need your
stories!

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
would like to feature short
essays on why people are pro-
choice supporters in future
newsletters.

Why are your pro-choice? Did
you have a particular negative or
positive experience? What
educates your support of
women’s health and freedom?

Please submit your story (200-
500 words) to NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota, 550 Rice St,
St Paul, MN 55103 or
info@prochoiceminnesota.org.
We may pick it to be printed.
You may request your essay to
be anonymous, but we ask for
you to include your name to us
so we can verify the piece.

a woman will ever make. With pro-
choice elected officials, we could
enact proactive, pro-choice legislation
that respects women’s privacy and
empowers women and men to prevent
unintended pregnancy and be healthy!

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is
already working hard to make sure
that pro-choice candidates at all levels
are set up for success. We truly
depend on our members and
volunteers to make our election efforts
successful. Please email us at
volunteer@prochoiceminnesota.org or
call 651-602-7655 to find out how you
can be involved. With your help, we
can win in November!




women under the age of 18 to notify
both biological parents 48 hours in
advance of having an abortion. If
notification of both biological
parents is not possible, a young
woman may petition the court for a
judicial bypass granting her the right
to consent to the abortion. This
provision would require clinics to
report information about where
bypasses are obtained, paving the
way for judicial elections to become
anti-choice political targets.

This provision is a grave infringement
on young women's privacy, an
unnecessary  burden to clinics, and
it politicizes the judicial system.

3. Further regulate doctors who
provide abortions

The MCCL is proposing that each
doctor who provides abortion obtain
admitting privileges at a hospital near
the clinic where they provide abortion
care. This targeted regulation of
abortion providers aims to make it
more difficult for doctors to perform
abortions. It is an unnecessary
mandate for health care providers, as
clinics already have agreements with
nearby hospital facilities in case of
emergency. Minnesota does not
require other outpatient surgical
doctors to have admitting privileges at
hospitals.

Minnesota already faces a severe
shortage of abortion providers, with
only 7 abortion clinics in the entire
state. This provision seeks to make it
even more difficult to provide abortion
services in the state of Minnesota by
explicitly singling out doctors who

provide abortions for unnecessary
regulation.
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

opposes the Abortion Regulation Act,
which only restricts reproductive

freedom while doing nothing to help
women prevent unintended
pregnancy.

Status:

" The “Abortion Regulation Act’

passed the House by a vote of
81-50.

As of this writing, the Senate is
considering taking action on the
“Abortion Regulation Act”, despite
the fact that it has not had due
process in the Senate with no
committee hearings and no public
testimony on the bill. Please
contact your State Senator today
and tell him or her to oppose the
MCCL’s “Abortion Regulation
Act.” To find your senator, go to

http://geo.commissions.leg.state.mn.us/districts/,

email info@prochoiceminnesota.org OrF
call NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota at 651-602-7655.

Restoring Family

Planning Funding

(HF 3301/SF 2957) is a top priority of
the pro-choice community this
legislative session. Minnesota’s
unigue and effective Family Planning
Special Projects Program (FPSP)
reaches 77,000 Minnesotans annually
who are at risk for unintended
pregnancies and STIs (Sexually
Transmitted Infections). The Alan
Guttmacher Institute studied
Minnesota’s program and found that it
prevented 23,600 pregnancies in
2004 alone.

Despite its proven effectiveness,
FPSP funding was slashed by 50% at
the end of the 2005 Special Session.
The funding cut is scheduled to take
effect July 1, 2007. Without these
grants, independent clinics around the
state will be unable to provide critical
health services to women and men,
including access to affordable birth
control.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
supports  restoring FPSP funding,
which helps women and men in
Minnesota have access to information
and options for prevention of
unintended pregnancy.

Status: The Senate Health and
Human Services Omnibus Bill
contains restoration of family planning
funding. The House has taken no
action.

Prohibition on
Pharmacists Right to

Refuse

(HF 3032/SF 2647) would prohibit
pharmacists from refusing to dispense
medications except under certain
circumstances.

There is currently no Minnesota
statute in place to ensure that
pharmacists fill lawful prescriptions.
The bill currently introduced in the
Minnesota legislature would establish
protocols to ensure that patients have
their prescriptions filled in a timely
manner, and ensure pharmacists who
violate protocols are disciplined. It is
important to note that this law is
written broadly, and would apply to
each of the more than 10,000 legend
drugs currently approved by the FDA
for pharmacists to dispense.

There are three main points of the bill:

1. Establishing protocol for filling
prescriptions for drugs that are
not in stock

This section provides three options to

pharmacists to offer patients if a drug

is not in stock. They may arrange for
the drug to be delivered to the site or
directly to the patient; transfer the
prescription to a pharmacy known to
stock the drug that is near enough to
the original pharmacy that the patient

has timely access to the drug; or

return the original prescription to the

patient and provide a quality referral to

a nearby pharmacy that stocks the

drug. Currently, there is no law

requiring pharmacists to help a patient
locate a drug that is not in stock.

2. Establishing protocol for
ensuring prompt access to
drugs that an individual
pharmacist refuses to fill on
ethical, moral, or religious
grounds

This section requires pharmacists who
object to any class of drugs to notify
their employer in advance of those
drugs to which they object. It then
requires the employer to establish
protocols ensuring the patient has
timely access to the medication.
Currently, Minnesota pharmacists can
refuse to dispense medications for
any ethical, moral, or religious
grounds without discipline. This
section would ensure that patients still
have access to their medication,
despite objections by an individual
pharmacist.

3. Professional judgment and
payment protection

Under this law, pharmacists would
also be allowed to refuse to fill
prescriptions based solely on their
professional judgment, i.e. to avoid
harmful drug interactions etc. It also
does not require pharmacists to
dispense medication without payment.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
supports this bill as a step in the right
direction in guaranteeing that patient’s
prescriptions are filled in a timely
manner, including prescriptions for
birth control and emergency
contraception.



Training Tomorrow’s Providers
The APEP Summer Externship Program

If you've been following the news
about South Dakota’s abortion ban,
you've probably seen the stories
reporting the dismal fact that the
state’s sole remaining clinic has long
relied on doctors who travel there
from Minnesota. But did you know that
Minnesota faces its own shortage of
physicians trained to provide
abortions? This dilemma poses a
serious threat to the future of choice in
the region, but the NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota Foundation and our partner
Pro-Choice Resources are working to
reverse the trend through their
collaboration on the Abortion Provider
Expansion Project (APEP)*.

Each summer, APEP facilitates
reproductive health externships
sponsored by the national Medical
Students for Choice organization, with
the aim of increasing the number of
medical students who receive the
training they need to become
providers. Open to medical students
early in their professional training, this
externship serves as a pivotal element
of APEP’s programming.

During the intensive summer
experience, participants gain clinical
exposure to abortion services and
reproductive health care, observe a
variety of clinics and one hospital, and
collaborate with physician mentors on
a research project. Learning from
experienced providers in a hands-on
setting can influence whether or not
students pursue further training in
residency; for many students, a
summer externship represents their
only opportunity to obtain instruction
in abortion care during four years of
medical school.

Significantly, 100% of the students
who have completed an externship in
Minnesota report that they are more
likely to become providers as a result
of their experience. Since 2002, 12
students have participated and we
have expanded the sites from one
initial site to six that offer training to
students through APEP.

This summer, medical students from
throughout the Midwest, including
Duluth, Morris, and Minneapolis, will
take part in this elective externship in
the Twin Cities. They are the next
generation of abortion providers—
their service and commitment is
inspiring.

*Funding for APEP is made possible
by grants from the Jay and Rose
Phillips Family Foundation and the
Women'’s Foundation of Minnesota.

Congratulations to
Medical Students for
Choice

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
would like to congratulate the
University of Minnesota chapter of
Medical Students for Choice, which
was recently recognized with the
national Elizabeth Karlin Campus

Organizing Award for their
excellence in campus activism and
community outreach. The
hardworking students of Medical
Students for Choice make the right
to choose a reality for all of us, and
we thank them for all that they do.

On April 19th, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
hosted its annual Pro-Choice Lobby Day. It was
a raging success. Pro-choice constituents
lobbied their representatives and over 200
Minnesotans rallied at noon in the Capitol
Rotunda.

Here are some photos from this year's Lobby
Day. Don'’t miss the fun next year — stay tuned
for info on the 2007 Pro-Choice Lobby Day!
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~  Volunteer -
~  Spotlight =
* Emily Allgeyer *
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NPCM: Why did you start volunteering
at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota?

Emily: Because | wanted to do
something to defeat Bush back in
2004.

NPCM: Why do you think it is
important to volunteer for choice?

Emily: There are lots of people who
are anti-choice to the exclusion of all
else (especially their own economic
interest. | just read What's the Matter
with Kansas?. It's brilliant.). There
are more people who are pro-choice
than not, but most of them aren't
volunteering for choice. It's important
to think about choice even when we're
rallying around other ridiculously
important things like health care.

NPCM: Why are you pro-choice?

Emily: Because every child should be
wanted, and because | think existing
humans take precedent. | also think
that adoption is not the panacea that
some people want it to be. I'm also
pro-birth control.

NPCM: Tell us a little bit about
yourself.

Emily: I'm an aspiring novelist and
warehouse manager. | have two
bunnies named Tinsel and Choo
Choo.

It is superstars like Emily that make
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota a vital
force in the political movement for
reproductive rights. We need others
to following Emily’s example. Sign up
as a volunteer today by contacting
volunteer@prochoiceminnesota.org.

Thank you Emily!



We Need a Van!

Pro-Choice Organizers Taking to the Streets

Pro-choice activists are bringing our
Prevention First message to the state
and we need your help to accomplish
itt ~ While anti-choice leaders are
criminalizing medical procedures and

politicizing the courts, pro-choice
citizens are talking about real
solutions.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is
challenging legislators to support
common-sense solutions, including
fact-based and age-appropriate
sexuality education in our schools,
universal access to family-planning
services, and full access to
contraception without delay,
harassment, or intimidation.

NAME:

Fill out this form and send in your special contrib

A team of twelve pro-choice
organizers are working in Minnesota
communities to generate citizen
pressure on pro-choice and anti-
choice politicians to support our
common-sense agenda. But we
need your help for them to get
around.

We need a vehicle! Send our
organizers to exotic places, such as
Rochester, Duluth, Stillwater, and
Minnetonka. We need a large 12-
passenger van to get us there.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is in

the fight to secure our rights for the
long haul. Make an investment in

ution today!

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

EMAIL:

PHONE:

DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE MY GIFT IN A FUTURE NEWSLETTER:

CREDIT CARD INFO: VISA or MASTERCARD (circle one)

ACCOUNT #: EXP:
CHOICE VAN CONTRIBUTION LEVEL
Engine Sponsor $1000
Body Sponsor $500
Transmission Sponsor $250
Wheel Sponsor $100
Seatbelt Sponsor $50
Windshield Wiper Sponsor $25
Other contribution: $

We need the following items! If you have them
around, please consider making a donation.
Contact 651-602-7655 or
info@prochoiceminnesota.org.

These pro-choice organizers need a van to
mobilize Minnesota!

mobilizing the pro-choice majority
in Minnesota today!

To participate in the future of the
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, fill out
the below form and return with your
contribution to:

Choice Van

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
550 Rice St

St Paul, MN 55103

Desk chairs (Good for
working long hours)

Digital screen projector

Laptop computer (less than 2
yrs old with Windows XP)

DVD player

Wireless handheld
(Blackberry, etc.)

Custom framing services

Laser printer (less than 3 yrs

old)

Oversized envelopes and
folders

Glue sticks, highlighters,

markers, post-its, and pens

Hospitality items: snacks,
pop, bottled water, etc.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will make its best effort to comply with the highest voted color(s),
but will make the ultimate selection based on the best overall vehicle.

Gifts from this campaign will be used for solely for vehicle purchase and associated taxes and fees,
vehicle finance payments, vehicle insurance, and vehicle maintenance within the calendar year.

CHOICE VAN NAME SUGGESTION:

VOTE ON THE COLOR!

Winter White — Organizers fight for our rights year round, even on cold, winter nights.

Patriot Red — Personal freedom is a fundamental American value. We're a band of pro-choice patriots!

Wellstone Green — Need we say more?

Pro-Choice Purple — We have the signature NARAL “plum” everywhere else, why not the van?

10,000 Lakes Blue — Make Minnesota the forefront of the pro-choice movement and show some state

pride!

Bullet Silver — In a new van, we’'ll race around the state faster than a speeding bullet.

Midnight Black — We're working around the clock to secure our rights!

Please clip and return to: Choice Van, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, 550 Rice St, St. Paul, MN 55103.

e e i i

Put our pro-choice organizers in a van...
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Discover How the Pro-Choice
Movement Saved America

Book exposes true objectives of the religious right

A new book that will be a remarkable
tool for the pro-choice movement has
come out and promises to be a great
read. Cristina Page wrote How the
Pro-Choice Movement Saved
America: Freedom, Politics, and the
War on Sex to describe the positive
transformation our society has
undergone because of our ability to
plan when and if to have children.
She clearly and concisely lays out
what the pro-choice movement is all
about: options, health,

unintended
while

of STDs and STlIs,
pregnancies, and abortions,
anti-choice crusaders, ironically, are
working towards a world that would
have less options, poorer health, and
more abortions.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
strongly recommends this book. It's
the kind of book that pro-choice
supporters will enjoy and learn from;
but it's also the kind of book that's

accessible to those who

improved lives.

The book also exposes
the pro-life movement's
far-reaching and
dangerous agenda. It
discusses the frightening
truths about the pro-life
movement's war against
contraception, their goals
to change the culture of
sex across America, and

aren’'t political or haven't
been convinced to be part
of the pro-choice side.

Check out this book
today, and when you'’re
done reading it, pass it on
to that friend or relative
who needs a little more
convincing.

NARAL Pro-Choice

what’'s at stake for all of
us if it succeeds.

The pro-choice vs. pro-life battle is no
longer simply over abortion, it is far
more encompassing. Today, the pro-
choice movement is also fighting to
protect our right to use contraception
and enjoy sex without facing life-
altering consequences. The pro-
choice movement is supporting
policies that actually lessen instances

Minnesota has a limited
number of signed copies of the book
available ($24 plus shipping). Contact
rsvp@prochoiceminnesota.org or
651-602-7655 if interested.
Otherwise, the book is available at
many local bookstores, including
Amazon Bookstore Coop, the oldest
independent feminist bookstore in the
country, at www.amazonfembks.com
or in their store (4755 Chicago Ave S,
Minneapolis).

It's never too early to donate to our annual signature event, our Silent Auction. Our next Silent
Auction is slated for September— but we can accept any donations for it at this time.

Past items for the Silent Auction include gift certificates at local restaurants, weekend packages
at a cabin or timeshare, works of art (often the most popular!), and signed books.

Please contact auction@prochoiceminnesota.org or 651-602-7655 about donating to our Silent
Auction today!

Laugh Out Loud with Pro-Choice Friends

The first Comedy for Choice was
thrown together in 1999 with a small
group of pro-choicers at the Bryant
Lake Bowl in Minneapolis. Since
1999, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s
comedic event has grown and we
hope you can experience it with us!

This year Comedy for Choice will be
on Thursday, July 13th . The
location will be announced shortly.

Details on the lineup and exact timing
will be forthcoming. (Check out
www.prochoiceminnesota.org for

details and ticket options.) We can
confirm that all-round favorite Kevin
Kling will be back with his unique
Minnesota-flavored stories. Other
new and returning comedians will be
announced soon.

The current political situation can
sometimes get you down. But pro-
choicers know how to have a good
time. Kick back for a fun time with
likeminded folks and support NARAL
Pro-Choice Minnesota at the same
time. We hope to see you there!

Talking About Choice

Did You Know Minnesota Getsa ‘C’

on Reproductive Rights?

Each year, the NARAL Pro-Choice America Foundation surveys and rates the
status of reproductive health freedom and access in each state.

This year, Minnesota receives a disappointing C-grade. Did you know that 95%

of Minnesota counties lack a physician
that is regularly available to provide
abortions? Minnesota elected officials
overwhelmingly oppose the full range of
women’s reproductive rights.
Minnesota has an anti-choice governor,
and anti-choice majorities in both the
state house and senate.

For more information, go to
www.prochoiceamerica.orqg and select
Who Decides?

PRO-CHOICE LAWS

Low-Income Women's Access to Abor-
tion

Minnesota provides low-income women
access to abortion.

Protection Against Clinic Violence
Minnesota law protects women seeking
reproductive health care and medical
personnel from blockades and violence.

State Constitutional Protection
Minnesota's constitution provides greater
protection for a woman's right to choose
than the federal Constitution.

ANTI-CHOICE LAWS

Biased Counseling & Mandatory Delay

Minnesota law subjects women seeking
abortions to biased counseling require-

ments and mandatory delays.

Counseling Ban/Gag Rule

Minnesota prohibits certain state employ-
ees or organizations receiving state funds
from counseling or referring women for
abortion services.

Physician-Only Restriction

Minnesota prohibits certain qualified
health care professionals from performing
abortions.

Refusal to Provide Medical Services
Minnesota allows certain individuals or
entities to refuse to provide women spe-
cific reproductive health services, informa-
tion, or referrals.

Restrictions on Young Women's Ac-

cess to Abortion

Minnesota law restricts young women's
access to abortion services by mandating
parental notice.

Targeted Regulation of Abortion Pro-
viders (TRAP)

Minnesota subjects abortion providers to
burdensome restrictions not applied to
other medical professionals.
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Pro-Choice Author Visits Minnesota

Cristina Page Talks About Freedom, Politics and the War on Sex

On Tuesday, May 2nd, Cristina Page came to Minneapolis to discuss her recent book, How the Pro-Choice Movement Saved
America: Freedom, Politics and the War on Sex. (See summary of book on page 7.)

Page gave two book readings at Amazon Bookstore Collective (see immediate left) at Chicago and 48th St in Minneapolis and at
the University of Minnesota - Twin Cities Bookstore (see bottom left).

Cristina read from her book and led a discussion about the current status of the pro-choice movement. Audience members were
told about how the pro-choice movement is promoting policies that improve women'’s health, while so-called pro-life leaders attack
the very programs proven to reduce abortions and STDs, such as family planning services and comprehensive sexuality education.
One of the main themes of the day was the need for pro-choicers to be proud of being pro-choice and be willing to have a dialogue
with reasonable people who consider themselves pro-life or undecided.
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