
Senate Confirms Alito to Supreme Court 
Balance of Court Tipped Against Choice  
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By Robynne Curlee and  

Derek Burrows Reise 

 
We have just begun the year and 

2006 promises to be a momentous 

one fo r  NARAL Pro-Cho ice 

Minnesota.  But despite recent 
changes here, we are in a strong 

position to continue our vital work.   

 

In December we underwent a 

leadership change at NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota.  After a decade of 

service, executive director Tim 

Stanley moved on to Planned 

New Directors Take Helm 
The Next Generation at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
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Parenthood.  Tim deserves a lot of 

credit for building the organization 

into an effective grassroots, political 
player in Minnesota, and we are 

confident in facing the challenge of 

continued anti-choice attacks at the 

capital, the courts, our schools, and 
our communities—but only with your 

continued support! 

 

We would like to take an opportunity 

to further introduce ourselves, but 
also let you know what exciting 

challenges we are facing in 2006.    

Our short biographies are below. 

See inside for... 
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Robynne Curlee, Executive Director of Programs & Pu blic Affairs 
 
Robynne joined NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota as the Campus Organizing Coordinator in 
2002.  Over time Robynne branched out into the volunteer and political organizing, and has 
also done a stint as an administrative assistant.  In 2005, Robynne took the leadership of the 
public affairs programs being becoming the new Executive Director of Programs and Public 
Affairs. 
 
During her time at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, Robynne also worked as a patient 
advocate, providing pre-abortion counseling at a local clinic.  Before NARAL Pro-Choice 
Minnesota, Robynne was an organizer for Greenpeace and an Assistant Field Canvass 
Director for the Sierra Club and Human Rights Campaign.  Robynne is a graduate of U of MN 
– Morris and is originally from Eagan, Minnesota. 
 
 
Derek Burrows Reise, Executive Director of Operatio ns 
 
Derek joined NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota as the election organizer in 2002, during the 
Wellstone-Coleman Senate race.  After the election, Derek was hired as a Political Organizer 
and eventually oversaw the political programs of the organization.  Derek moved over to 
become the Development Director before transitioning to be the new Executive Director of 
Operations. 
 
Before his time at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, Derek worked at the National Committee 
for an Effective Congress (NCEC) in Washington, DC on Congressional redistricting and 
candidate targeting for progressive candidates.  Derek also was the Assistant Campaign 
Director of Peace Action’s 2000 Peace Voter educational campaign.  Derek is a graduate of 
St. Olaf College and originally hails from Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

On Tuesday, January 31, the U.S. 

Senate voted 58-42 to confirm Judge 

Samuel Alito to the Supreme Court. 
The confirmation of Alito to fill the spot 

vacated by pro-choice Justice Sandra 

Day O’Connor is a devastating loss 

for pro-choice Americans, who have 
long counted on the Supreme Court to 

protect personal freedom and the right 

to choose.  

 

NARAL Pro-
C h o i c e 

M i n n e s o t a 

a p p l a u d s 

Senator Mark 

Dayton, who 
voted against 

A l i t o ’ s 

con f i rm a t io n . 

Please call 
Sen. Dayton at 

612-727-5220 to 
thank him for opposing Alito!  

 

Senator Norm Coleman voted for 

Alito’s confirmation. Please call Sen. 

Coleman at 651-645-0323 to express 
your disappointment, and let him 

know that pro-choice Minnesotans are 
watching! 

 

With a clear record as an anti-choice 

judicial activist, Alito cannot be trusted 
(Continued on page 4) 

Activists participate in Knit for Roe at the State Capitol Rotunda. 



 

 

�����	������� �������������������
	��� � ��	!����

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Board of Directors 

Cindy Aegerter Darielle Dannen 
Jill Davidson Theresa DeRusha 
Barbara Elliott Kerri Gordon 
Kate Hannaher Kimberly Anne Johnson 
Erin Ghere Geri Katz  
Amy Kodet Luanne Koskinen 
Robin Martinek Lisa McDonald 
Rebecca Monro Armitage Anna Odegaard  
Sara Radjenovic Sarah Woolever 
Heather Rein 

 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 

Foundation 
Board of Directors 

Arlene Ashbach Dawn Bacon 
Robert Benjamin, MD Jane Bowman 
Debra Bruers Amy Brugh 
Linnea House Julie Ingmire Seminitis 
Jessica Jerney Janet Keysser 
Laura McCarty Alison Neumann 
Melissa Stirn Sarah Taylor-Namista 

 
 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Election Fund 

Board of Directors 
Jim Bernstein Terrell Brown 
Natalie Collins Dawn Erlandson 
Jeremy Hanson Sue Landwehr 
Heidi Stennes  Ruth Usem 

Staff of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota  
 
Stacey Burns APEP Coordinator * 
Robynne Curlee   Executive Director of 

Programs & Public Affairs 
Meghan Kane Grassroots Organizer 
Rachel Nolan  Office Manager 
Derek Burrows Reise Executive Director of Operations  

 
 ~FIELD CANVASS STAFF~ 
 
Theran Brigowatz  Canvasser 
Cathy Braaten  Canvasser 
Rose Coleman Field Manager 
Molly Erickson  Canvasser 
Missy Golke   Field Manager 
Candice Johnson Field Manager 
Adam Lutterman Canvasser 
Tessa Mayer  Trainer 
Kari Reinke  Field Manager 
Amelia Smith  Canvasser 
Misty Winters   Canvass Director 
 
*  The Abortion Provider Expansion Project  (APEP) is a 

collaborative program between the NARAL Pro-Choice 
Minnesota Foundation and Pro-Choice Resources.  It is made 
possible by the generosity of the Jay and Rose Phillips Family 
Foundation and the Women’s Foundation of Minnesota. 

550 Rice Street 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103 

 
651-602-7655 �  651-602-7658 fax 
www.prochoiceminnesota.org  
info@prochoiceminnesota.org  

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota   (a 501 (c)(4) non-profit organization) is to develop and sustain a 
constituency that uses the political process to guarantee every woman the right to make personal decisions regarding 
the full range of reproductive choices, including preventing unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and 
choosing legal abortion.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation  (a 501 (c)(3) tax-deductible non-profit organization) is to 
educate citizens about past, present, and future reproductive health issues. Our educational programs work in the areas 
of student organizing, research, public education, and leadership development to promote reproductive policies that give 
women real choices in their lives. 

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Election Fund is a state political fund devoted to electing pro-choice candidates to 
state office. 

Pro-Choice Lobby Day and Rally at Capitol 
April 19, 2005 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will bring pro-
choice students and activists to the state 
Capitol on Wednesday, April 19 for an exciting 
day of activism and lobbying.  
 
The day’s program will include an issue 
briefing and lobbying training.  Participants will 
then go on scheduled group lobby visits to 
their elected representatives.  Help make sure 
the pro-choice voice is heard at the Capitol!  
 
The day will also include a noon rally in the 

*NAME     COMPANION NAMES (with phone & email ) 
 
*STREET/APT         
 
*CITY/STATE/ZIP          
 
*EMAIL          
 
*PHONE   LEG DISTRICT (if known)     
 
 SCHOOL(if student)            
    
Group constituent lobby visits generally will be sc heduled between 11:00 and 
3:30.  What are your preferred times?     
 
 * Required fields 
 

Please send completed form to: 
Lobby Day, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, 550 Rice St,  Saint Paul MN 55103 

Capitol Rotunda.  All pro-choice activists are 
invited to mark their calendars to show we mean 
business! 
 
Register by filling out the below form and 
sending it to us right away. 
 
Further details will be posted at 
www.prochoiceminnesota.org as they become 
available.  Contact 651-602-7655 or 
meghank@prochoiceminnesota.org for more 
information. 

Lobby Day Registration Form 
 

Fill out and send the below form to register for the April 19th citizen lobby day.  Registration is free, 
but donations to offset costs are accepted.  The Pro-Choice Rally will be at 12:00 in the Capitol Rotunda. 
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pharmacies across the state to 

determine the scope of how 

accessible Emergency Contraception 
(EC) is at pharmacies throughout the 

state. Here’s a snapshot of our 

findings: 

 

¨ 56% of all the pharmacies in 

Minnesota responded to the 

survey 
 

¨ 71% of responding pharmacies 

stock EC; only 57% of pharmacies 
in rural areas stock EC, compared 

with 79% of suburban and 74% of 
urban pharmacies 

 

¨ 14% of responding pharmacies (1 

out of 7) employ at least one 

pharmacist who refuses to fill 

prescriptions for EC 
 

We know that access to Emergency 

Contraception is critical in helping 

w o m e n  a v o i d  u n i n t e n d e d 

pregnancies. That is why NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota will continue to 

work tirelessly to ensure that women 

can access EC—at the doctor’s office 

and at the pharmacy. 

The 2006 Minnesota State Legislative 

Session is set to begin on March 1, 

and NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is 
poised and ready to promote a pro-

active, pro-choice agenda and defend 

against threats to choice posed by the 

M C C L  ( M i n n e s o t a  C i t i z e n s 
Concerned for Life, the state’s largest 

anti-choice organization).  

 

Pro-Choice Proposals Give 
Women Options 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s top 

pro-active legislative priorities this 

session include: 

 

¨ EC in the ER: We will again 

introduce legislation that will 

provide a uniform standard of care 
for survivors of sexual assault 

when they present in the 

Emergency Room to include 

information about access to 

Em ergency Cont racept ion .  
Emergency Contraception can 

prevent pregnancy up to 5 days 

after intercourse. The NARAL 

Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation 
has conducted surveys which 

have found that more than 40% of 

hosp i ta ls  i n  MN do not 

consistently provide sexual 

assault survivors with information 
or prescriptions to EC. 

 

¨ Pharmacist Refusal/Conscience 

Clause: A variety of bills on both 

sides of the Pharmacist Refusal 

debate will be introduced. NARAL 

Pro-Choice Minnesota wi l l 

vigorously oppose legislation that 
allows pharmacists to impose 

their personal beliefs and morality 

on patients with no medically 

indicated reason. NARAL Pro-
C h o i c e  M i n n e s o t a  w i l l 

enthusiastically support legislation 

2006 Legislative Preview  
Anti-Choice Attacks and Pro-Choice Solutions 

that requires pharmacists to 

dispense all legal prescriptions 

that are medically indicated, 
including birth control and 

Emergency Contraception. 

 

Anti-Choice Agenda Does 
Nothing to Lessen Abortion 
Rate 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will 

carefully monitor the activity of the 
MCCL, including their 2006 “Abortion 

Regulation Act”, a legislative package 

loaded with attacks to reproductive 

freedom which include: 

 

¨ Attacking Doe v. Gomez, the 

Minnesota State Supreme Court 

ruling that affirmed reproductive 
rights are protected under the 

Minnesota State Constitution. 

Specifically, the court ruled that it 

is discriminatory for state funded 

medical assistance to pay for full-
term pregnancy care, but not to 

pay for abortion services. 

 

¨ Targeting Judges with the 

Parental Notification Data Act, 

which would require clinics and 

courts to track 
which judges 

grant judicial 

bypasses to a 

minor woman 

seeking an 
a b o r t i o n . 

M i n n e s o t a 

s t a t e  l a w 

requires that a 
woman under 

18 notify both 

b i o l o g i c a l 

pa r en ts  a 

minimum of 48 
hours before 

her abortion. The U.S. Supreme 

Court has ruled that parental 

notification laws must contain a 
judicial bypass option for women 

who are not able to involve both 

of their parents in their decision. 

Because judges in Minnesota are 
elected officials, publicly tracking 

those who grant bypasses to 

minor women would make them 

vulnerable as targets for electoral 

defeat. 
 

Count on NARAL Pro-Choice 

Minnesota to be your pro-choice voice 

at the Capitol! 

 

A Closer Look:  
Pharmacist Refusal 
You have probably heard stories in 

the media of women being denied 
their prescriptions for birth control or 

Emergency Contraception (EC) at the 

pharmacy counter. Although it is 

difficult to gauge how frequent such 
incidences are, even one time is too 

many for a woman to be denied her 

prescription.  

 

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Foundation has conducted a survey of 
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to protect personal freedoms. As the balance of Supreme Court shifts, choice-

related rulings have an uncertain future. Strong state-based pro-choice 
movements will be critical as we face continued threats to the right to choose. 

Count on NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota to be your voice for choice, and to 

aggressively advocate for reproductive rights and protect personal freedom for all 

women. 

(Continued from page 1) 

After a successful first semester and a 

long winter break, pro-choice students 

from across the state are gearing up 
for the busy spring ahead.  NARAL 

Pro-Choice Minnesota currently works 

with interns at 13 campuses on both 

metro area and Greater Minnesota 
college campuses to educate and 

organize future pro-choice activists.  

With the fall came trainings, outreach, 

and events led by the Campus 

Representatives, largely focused 
a ro u nd  t h e  S u prem e Co ur t 

nominations of anti-choice justices.  

Students, now more than ever, are 

motivated to continue to defend 

choice and are ready to bring their 
energy with them into the next 

semester. 

 

Roe v. Wade on campus 
The earliest and mostly likely largest 

celebration for spring semester on 

college campuses was the 33rd 

anniversary of Roe v. Wade.  
Activities ranged from movie nights 

and discussions to parties and 

educational trainings on the future of 

Roe. Students focused on the critical 

time for reproductive rights, while 
celebrating over three decades of safe 

and legal abortions.  NARAL Pro-

Choice Minnesota led trainings at four 

campuses to give a Supreme Court 

update and discuss how the newly 
shifted Court could impact the 

constitutional right to choose. 

 

Pro-Choice Students Unite! 
Student Organizing Spring Preview 

Days of Action 
Each semester, students participate in 

several “Days of Action” to bring about 
awareness through direct action and 

education.  During the spring, 

students will take part in Back Up 

Your Birth Control Day and National 
Abortion Provider Appreciation Day, 

through campaigns coordinated by 

each individual campus group.  The 

first day ensures that emergency 

contraception is more effective 
through education; while the other 

provides gratitude for the dedicated 

doctors, endlessly committed to 

serving women in Minnesota.  
Students will encourage their peers to 

get involved through activism and 

participation in events. 

 

Lobbying for our rights 
Lobby Day at the state Capitol will 

again be central for students in the 

upcoming months.  Each year campus 

reps have been active in outreach and 
recruitment for the day, bringing in 

constituents from districts where 

legislators don’t often hear about 

choice or may not be supportive of the 

issue.  Lobbying is a chance for 
students to feel empowered to be 

active in the political process and we 

are looking forward to another 

successful event this year! 
 

For more information about the 

Campus Representative Program, 

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 

campus@prochoiceminnesota.org. 
 

 

 

Staff members deliver citizen 
postcards to Senator Norm 
Coleman’s Saint Paul office. 
 
Field canvass staff spent the Fall 
collecting signed letters to 
Senators asking them to oppose 
the nomination of Samuel Alito.  
 
The week before the Senate vote, 
staff individually delivered the 
postcards.  Over 5,000 pro-choice 
Minnesotans made their voices 
heard. 

In Search of a BIG VAN! 
 
The hard-working field canvass staff need a dependable way of 

getting around the Metro area (and occasionally into Greater 

Minnesota) in order to organize the pro-choice majority in 

Minnesota. 

 
Do you have a multi-passenger vehicle that is in good working 

condition that you would be willing to donate to the cause?  Be an 

important part of our campaign to reach and mobilize pro-choice 

voters ahead of the 2006 elections.  Contact us at 651-602-7655 or 
info@prochoiceminnesota.org with the details of your vehicle.   

 

Details: The field canvass staff need a large van or sports utility 

vehicle that can fit 7 to 15 passengers.  Must be in good working 

condition. 
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NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is 

proud to present the Volunteer of the 

Year for 2005 : Kate Hannaher.  
Kate’s commitment to choice was 

demonstrated this year as she played 

an instrumental role in establishing a 

clinic escort program for the Hanson 
Clinic in Minneapolis.  She offered her 

expertise as a former staff member of 

the clinic to create a training program 

for the volunteers and has spent 

many mornings as an escort to 
ensure the program’s success.  We 

are continually inspired by Kate’s 

dedication and are excited to have her 

as a new Board Member.  Recently, 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota asked 
Kate what motivates her to be a pro-

choice activist: 

 

NPCM: Tell us about yourself. 
Kate: I'm Operations Manager at the 
Minnesota Citizens for the Arts, the 

grassroots lobbying organization that 

represents the arts community at the 

state Legislature. I got my B.A. in 
Socia l Just ice f rom Hamline 

University, with a focus in the arts and 

community organizing.  I just joined 

the NARAL Board, which 
I'm very excited about. I 

also volunteer as a news 

producer and reporter for 

KFAI "Fresh Air" Radio. 

I've been accepted into 
law school and I plan to 

start in the fall of 2006, 

with a focus in public 

interest law. 
 

NPCM: Why do you think 
it is important to be a 

volunteer for choice? 

Kate: For my first year 
and a half out of college I 

worked as an administrator for an 

a b o r t i o n  p r o v i d e r  i n  S o u t h 

Kate Hannaher is Volunteer of the Year  

2005 Award Recipient 

Minneapolis. I've always been pro-

choice, but when I worked at the clinic 

I spent my days helping women deal 
with very complicated decisions 

related to their reproductive choices. It 

solidified for me how important it is to 

protect the ability of each person to 
determine their own future. 

 

NPCM: What have you learned from 
being a clinic escort? 

Kate: I've certainly taught my body 
how to withstand frigid winter 

mornings!  My dedication to choice 

has been tested and made stronger. 

Being out in front of the clinic and 

confronted by people who so 
vehemently disagree with the idea 

that women should get to make their 

own choices forces me to commit to 

my beliefs and put my actions where 
my mouth is.  I think it's a character 

building experience. (And if more 

people would volunteer, none of us 

would have to be outside in the cold 

so much—Hint! Hint!) 
 

NPCM: Why did you start volunteering 
with NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota? 

Kate: I think 
it's important 

to support 

causes you 

believe in by 

giving of your 
time and your 

sk i l ls ,  in 

addition to 

m a k i n g 
f i n a n c i a l 

contributions.  

As much as 

organizations 

need money 
they need 

people power.  That's what keeps the 

movement going. 

 

 
 

Glenn Schmitt Thanked 
for Years of Service 

Receives Jane Hodgson Award 

In recognition of his 

c om m i tm e n t  t o 

reproductive freedom 
and to NARAL Pro-

Choice Minnesota, 

Glenn Schmitt has 

been selected for the  

Jane Hodgson 

R e p r o d u c t i v e 

Freedom Award . 
 

Glenn has been a 
longtime volunteer 

and Board member 

of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, 

serving as the Treasurer through our 

years of organizational growth and 
facing new challenges.  After eight 

years on the Board, Glenn has 

reached the term limits and will now 

be with us in an unofficial, volunteer 
capacity. 

 

In the late 1990s, Glenn hosted and 

maintained the organizat ion’s 

membership database at his home 
computer.  A computer expert, Glenn 

has helped NARAL Pro-Choice 

Minnesota get to where we are today, 

with a sophisticated database system 
and computer network, which allows 

staff and volunteers to work efficiently 

to protect a woman’s right to choose. 

 

The Jane Hodgson Reproductive 

Freedom Award honors the career of 
one of Minnesota’s true medical 
pioneers, Jane Hodgson, MD.    For 

more than 50 years, Dr. Hodgson 

advanced women’s reproductive 

health care with her scholarly 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  m e d i c a l 

l eadersh ip .   Dr .  Hodgson ’s 

conscientious concern for women and 

their families made her a legend in 

April 1970 when she risked her 
professional standing by challenging 

Minnesota’s anti-abortion statute. The 

Jane Hodgson Reproductive 

Freedom Award  is given annually to 
honor a person who most exemplifies 

Jane Hodgson’s diligent efforts to 

ensure reproductive freedom for 

women. 

 
Whether you’re interested in being a clinic escort like Kate, or you want 
to be available for the Choice movement in other ways, sign up as a 
volunteer today. 
 
By signing up, you will be occasionally notified by email of all the pro-
choice activism opportunities.  That way you won’t miss out when we 
need your help! 
 
Go to www.prochoiceminnesota.org and click on the “Get Involved” link 
to sign up  and learn about opportunities.  You can also contact 
Meghan at 651-602-7655 or volunteer@prochoiceminnesota.org. 
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Legal Update II: 
Ruling in Ayotte - Change in Interpretation? 

¨ Set of chairs for conference 
room (6-10 chairs) 

¨ Desk chairs (Good for 
working long hours) 

¨ Phones (1-2 well functioning 
phones) 

¨ Computer screen projector 

¨ Laptop computer (less than 2 
yrs old with Windows XP) 

¨ DVD player  

¨ W i r e l e s s  h a n d h e l d 
(Blackberry, etc.) 

¨ Custom framing services  

¨ Laser printer (less than 3 yrs 
old) 

¨ Oversized envelopes  and 
folders  

¨ Glue sticks, highlighters, 
markers, post-its, and pens  

¨ Hospitality items: snacks, 
pop, bottled water, etc.  

¨ VAN! (See page 4) 

On the eve of Justice 

A l i t o ’ s  S e n a t e 

confirmation, in separate 
rulings, both the Ninth 

Circuit Court of Appeals 

and the Second Circuit 

Court of Appeals struck down the 
Federal Abortion Ban signed by 

George W. Bush in 2003. 

 

Rulings Represent Victory 
The two appellate courts’ decisions 
declared unconstitutional a federal 

abortion ban signed by President 

Bush—a victory for Americans who 

oppose allowing politicians to interfere 
in personal health decisions. 

 

In 2005, the Eight Circuit Court of 

Legal Update I: 
Federal Abortion Ban Moves Closer to High Court 

Appeals also struck down the same 
law.  

 

Three federal appeals courts now 

have ruled that the Bush-backed 

F e d e r a l  A b o r t i o n  B a n  i s 
unconstitutional. This is a defeat for 

President Bush and his anti-choice 

allies who aggressively pushed this 

law, which would jeopardize women’s 

health and effectively ban abortion as 
early as 12 weeks. The courts have 

affirmed that women and doctors 

should be able to make private 

medical decisions without interference 
from politicians.  

 

The rulings indicate that Americans 

who value freedom and privacy still 

can count on the federal courts to 
block politically motivated assaults on 

women’s freedom.  

 

However, the Supreme Court could 
yet take up these rulings.  With  

Samuel Alito as the replacement for 

retiring Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, 

all bets are off on how the Supreme 

Court may approach any of these 
three cases.  Justice O'Connor cast 

the decisive vote when the Supreme 

Court struck down a nearly identical 

law nearly six years ago. We cannot 
count on Justice Alito to vote similarly. 

 

Our hope is that the Supreme Court 

declines to take up this issue and lets 

the three appellate court decisions in 
favor of protecting women’s health 

stand. 

In January, the Supreme Court 

unanimously decided to send the 

most recent abortion-related case 
back to the lower court.  While on one 

hand, the women of this country 

ducked the potential threat of a further 

rollback of Roe v. Wade protections, 
the sending back of this case could 

have longstanding repercussions.  At 

the very minimum, the ruling 

demonstrates the continued need to 

protect our rights at all levels. 
 

At issue was a New Hampshire 

abortion restriction that did not have 

an exception for a woman’s health.  

The Court’s decision was not a 
complete win for  ant i-choice 

l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  t h e  B u s h 

Administration – who wanted to 

eliminate the health exception 
altogether – but neither is it a 

complete victory for women. 

 

What does Ayotte do? 
The Ayotte case symbolizes how 

lawmakers at the state and federal 

levels are continuing to exploit every 

opportunity to take away our 

reproductive freedom, even while Roe 
v. Wade stands.   

 

¨ This decis ion once again 

e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  c r i t i c a l 

importance of the courts in 

protecting individual rights and 

privacy.  Lower courts and 

eventually the Supreme Court will 
n o w  h a v e  e v e n  m o r e 

opportunities to protect or deny a 

woman’s right to choose.  

 

¨ Previously,  restr ic t ions on 

abortion that did not include a 

health exception were held 

unconstitutional on that basis; 

now, under Ayotte, courts have a 

different remedy.  They may 
uphold a law that does not include 

a health exception and declare it 

unconstitutional only for certain 

w o m e n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r 
circumstances.   

 

¨ The Court’s decision will not 

prevent anti-choice leaders from 

pursuing additional opportunities 

to dismantle women’s access to 

reproductive health care.  

 

¨ With its decision, the Supreme 

Cour t  acknowledges  tha t 

precedent requires that abortion 
restrictions must not endanger 

women’s health, but it opens the 

door to fewer women being 

protected by this precedent. 

 

Uncertain Future 
We may not know the full impact of 

this decision on the lives of American 

women for years to come.  We do 
know that this decision could be a 

green light to anti-choice legislators to 

enact laws that endanger women’s 

health with an assurance lawmakers 

did not previously have: That for 
women and their doctors these 

restrictions could remain largely 

enforceable.   Laws that previously 

would have been struck down may 
instead be allowed to remain in effect 

with court-issued exceptions that anti-

choice politicians opted not to include.   

 

We are relieved that the Supreme 
Court left in place the requirement that 

abortion restr ictions must not 

endanger women’s health.  Soon they 

may have the opportunity to revisit 
this question (see Legal Update I). 
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We need the following items! If you have 
them around, please consider making a 

donation.  Contact 651-602-7655 or 
info@prochoiceminnesota.org. 
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NSFC Founders 
Jessica Zaldivar, a graduate student 

cofounder and the NSFC President in 
2005, was voted one of the "Top 30 

Under-30 Activists for Choice" by 

Choice USA in 2004. Prior to entering 

a graduate program in nurse-
midwifery at the University, she 

administered the Hersey Fund at Pro-

Choice Resources, which provides 

financial assistance to low-income 

w o m e n 
s e e k i n g 

abortions. 

J e s s i c a 

graduated 
from the 

n u r s i n g 

program in 

late 2005 

and has 
h a n d e d 

the reins of 

leadership 

to NSFC 
cofounder 

Darrah Steingraber. Darrah is an 

enthusiastic and committed pro-choice 

second-year undergraduate in the 

nursing program. She shadowed 
physicians at two clinics in the Twin 

Cities over the summer. Joining 

Darrah is new NSFC vice-president 

Carli Mueller, who shares with Darrah 

a dedication to women's reproductive 
rights. It runs in the family--Carli's 

mother is a women's health nurse. 

 
Plans of Action 
Last fall NSFC received a grant from 

APEP to host a lecture and recruit 

new members; the lecture, "Pizza, 

Pop, and Pregnancy" was a hit, 
gaining NSFC several new members. 

Brielle Wacker from the Midwest 

Nursing Students for Choice 
Reproductive Justice in Action 

Last fall, a small but determined 

group of pro-choice nursing students 

established a chapter of Nursing 
Students for Choice (NSFC) at the 

University of Minnesota in order to 

draw attent ion to issues of 

reproductive health not frequently 
addressed in nursing school.  

 

Sad but true—for example, while 

nurses are expected to deliver the 

results of a pregnancy test to 
patients, they are unlikely to receive 

any formal training on how to actually 

do this. Worse, they are rarely trained 

to present all-options counseling to 

patients facing an unplanned 
pregnancy. This despite the fact that 

many women, especially younger 

women, low-income women, and 

minority women, receive most of their 
medical care from nurses and nurse 

practitioners. NSFC believes that all 

women, regardless of age, income, 

or race, deserve to be cared for by 

fully-trained professionals who are 
prepared to present them with their 

full range of options. 

 

Clinic Escort  
Update  

Saturdays in Winter 

Since October of this year, NARAL 

Pro-Choice Minnesota’s volunteer 

escorts have been providing both 
physical and emotional security to 

patients entering the Hanson Clinic in 

Minneapolis.  These steadfast 

volunteers have committed their time, 
arriving at the clinic by 6:30 a.m. each 

weekend regardless of weather 

conditions. Never failing, the response 

has been overwhelming by this 

dedicated group who offer their time 
and support to pat ients and 

companions of the clinic.  Currently, 

there are over 45 trained escort 

volunteers with the program who 

rotate weekend shifts throughout the 
month. 

 

During the first months of the escort 

program, students from the University 
of Minnesota were able to participate 

for a service learning project, which 

gave them front line experience in 

dealing with brutal anti-choice 

protestors and the harsh reality that 
women must face when entering the 

clinic.  Other volunteers have 

committed their time, despite the 

bitterly cold winter mornings in 
Minnesota, motivated by the 

harassment of the protestors.  Typical 

anti-choice activity outside of the clinic 

ranges from name-calling and verbal 

abuse to handing out literature and 
walking alongside the patients as they 

enter the building. 

 

The Hanson Clinic of Minneapolis has 
been serving women for over 40 years 

and has experienced the full gamut of 

anti-choice activity.  Despite these 

efforts, the clinic has continually 

opened its doors to women, offering a 
full range of reproductive services.  

Health Center for Women presented 

on all-options counseling and offered 

several resources to the workshop 
attendees. This spring, NSFC leaders 

are planning a lecture series designed 

to attract classmates who want to 

learn more about what it means to be 
a pro-choice health care professional. 

Possible topics include a comparison 

o f  con t racep t i ve  op t ions ,  a 

presentation from an abortion clinic 

nurse practitioner, and a discussion of 

medical abortion. In addition, NSFC 

plans to encourage members to put 

their beliefs into action by acting as 
clinic escorts, participating in the pro-

choice lobby day this spring, and 

collaborating with other pro-choice 

groups on campus. 

 
Please send your comments, 

questions, and suggestions to 

nsfc@umn.edu. Donations to this 

newly-formed activist group of future 
health care professionals are 

welcome as well. Tto contribute, 

contact nsfc@umn.edu. Donations go 

toward publicizing events, financing 

conference visits for clinicians in 
training, and costs of photocopying 

lecture materials. 

Up until the volunteer program began, 

they were the last remaining abortion 

clinic in need of an escort service that 
did not already have one in place. 

 

We would like to offer our sincerest 

thanks to our escorts, on behalf of the 
Hanson Clinic staff and the dozens of 

patients that have been served by 

these dedicated volunteers. We also 

want to thanks Peace Coffee, a local 

non-profit organization that has 
generously donated fresh coffee to 

the volunteer escorts for each shift 

during the winter months. 
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Rock for Roe 
a Success! 

Hundreds of Minnesotans 
celebrate 33 rd Anniversary 

 of Roe v. Wade  
 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, together 
with our partners in the Minnesota Choice 
Coalition, celebrated the 33rd Anniversary 
of Roe v. Wade with three separate 
events: a celebratory Reception at the 
Macalester Alumni House, and two Rock 
for Roe concerts at the Triple Rock Social 
Club. The events brought together 
hundreds of Minnesotans to celebrate the 
anniversary of the historic Supreme Court 
case giving women the right to choose.  
 
Additionally, NARAL Pro-Choice 
Minnesota Campus Representatives 
celebrated the Roe v. Wade anniversary 
across the state. From Moorhead to 
Winona, and everywhere in between, 
campus activists marked the anniversary 
with events ranging from “Happy Birthday 
Roe” parties, to pro-choice movie 
watching parties, to hosting pro-choice 
speakers and panels on campus. 
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