
With the election over and George W. Bush handed another four years to reek havoc on common sense 

reproductive health policies, the situation is dire.  How dire is it?  It isn’t hyperbole to say that with the 

Supreme Court only a vote or two away from overturning Roe v. Wade, pro-choice Minnesotans must be 

ready to stand up against likely far-right nominees from President Bush.   

 

A portion of every edition of Pro-Choice Minnesota News for the foreseeable future will have a piece 

dedicated to some element of the High Court.  For this edition we’ll look at filibusters and the so-called 

“nuclear option.”   

 

The filibuster is a long-standing Senate tradition allowing United States Senators who are particularly 

outraged about a bill or a nomination to "filibuster" and make proponents come up with 60 votes, rather 

than the usual 51 majority, to cut off debate and force a final vote.  In the case of nominees to lifetime 

seats on our federal courts, the ability to invoke this 60-vote requirement ensures that the Senate can 

exercise its constitutional advise-and-consent role to ensure the selection of mainstream judges.   

 

During President Bush’s first term, pro-choice senators chose to block ten, while confirming more than 

200, of his most extreme lower court nominees.  However, the Bush administration is growing weary of 

the filibuster strategy and is floating a trial balloon, with the assistance of loyal anti-choice senators, to 

change senate rules outlawing filibusters on judicial nominations.  Such a change in senate rules is called 

“nuclear” because it would likely prove explosive and cripple the Senate from achieving bi-partisan 

cooperation needed to progress other issues.   

 

Moving forward, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is working hard to ensure that Senator Dayton will 

continue to support Roe v. Wade and filibuster any extreme judicial candidates nominated by President 

Bush.  Alternatively, we are focusing our attention on making sure that Senator Norm Coleman doesn’t 

vote for Bush’s diabolical plan to change the rules of the Senate forbidding filibusters on judicial 

nominees.  Coleman’s support of the ‘nuclear option’ would mean pro-choice senators had absolutely no 

recourse when faced with a stridently anti-choice Bush nominee.  Senator Coleman must be made aware 

that Minnesotans will not take kindly to such extreme action and will not be silent. 

 

  

Next edition:  Short of overturning Roe v. Wade, what are the likely scenarios the Supreme Court might 

exercise to restrict a woman’s right to choose. 
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This just in… 
 
Coleman Supports Unprecedented Strategy 
 
As we were going to publication, we heard 
Minnesota Senator Norm Coleman speak on the 
issue of judicial nominees. 
 
On Jan. 26, an Associated Press article headlined: 
“Coleman to support Republican plan to curb 
filibusters.”   Senator Coleman feels it is so important 
to get an anti-choice Supreme Court Justice that he 
is willing to support the so-called “nuclear option” in 
the Senate. Though Coleman’s position is not a 
surprise, we find it noteworthy he takes no pains to 
hide his enthusiasm to act as a rubber-stamp for the 
Bush administration’s war on a woman’s right to 
choose. 
 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota urges pro-choice 
activists to register displeasure with Senator 
Coleman’s newly announced position by calling 
his office in both Minnesota and Washington. 
 

¨  Washington Office: 202-224-5641 

¨  Saint Paul Office: 651-645-0323 

¨  Mankato Office: 507-625-6800 
 
Stay tuned in the next issue of Pro-Choice 
Minnesota News to find out how NARAL Pro-Choice 
Minnesota is organizing to save the Supreme Court. 

Protecting the Right to Choose  
The Battle for the Supreme Court 
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NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Board of Directors 

 
Cindy Aegerter Jill Davidson 
Theresa DeRusha Paula Fynboh 
Kerri Gordon Scot Hall 
Kimberly Anne Johnson Geri Katz 
Amy Kodet Luanne Koskinen 
Emily Lawrence Robin Martinek 
Lisa McDonald Heather Rein 
Glenn Schmitt Sonja Wahlberg 
 
 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Foundation 

Board of Directors 
 

Arlene Ashbach Dawn Bacon 
Jane Bowman Debra Bruers 
Brooke Myung McHenry Linnea House 
Julie Ingmire Seminitis Jessica Jerney 
Janet Keysser Heather Kinkeade 
Michael Kinzer Laura McCarty 
Alison Neumann Suzanne Remington 
Melissa Stirn Ayana Weekley 
 
 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Election Fund 

     Board of Directors 
 
Jim Bernstein Terrell Brown 
Natalie Collins Dawn Erlandson 
Jeremy Hanson Sue Landwehr 
Heidi Stennes Ruth Usem 

Spotlight On 

Student Organizing 

After a hectic fall semester successfully getting out the vote for pro-choice candidates, 
pro-choice students on campuses throughout Minnesota are back and ready to 
defend choice this spring. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is expanding our strong 
student organizing program, and currently we work with interns on 14 campuses 
throughout the state to ensure that students have access to pro-choice materials, 
trainings, speakers, and organizing resources. Students on every campus are 
planning events to celebrate Roe v. Wade, and will spend much of the semester 
recruiting attendees for the Pro-Choice Lobby Day on April 14. 

Choice Activism in Saint 
Cloud and Duluth 

 
Upper Right:  Pro-choice 
student activists tabling for 
choice at Saint Cloud State 
University. 
 
Below:  Executive Director 
Tim Stanley speaks to 
students  in Saint Cloud. 
 
Lower Right:  Students and 
kids tabling for choice in 
Duluth! 
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Erin Broton, Development Director 
 
In December, I joined the staff at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota as the new Development Director.  I am excited to be 
working for an organization that fights so hard and effectively for women’s reproductive rights. 
 
Prior to my current position, I was the finance director for pro-choice candidate Teresa Daly’s congressional campaign in 
Minnesota’s Second District.  I am originally from southeastern Minnesota and graduated from Hamline University in St. Paul. 
 
 

Tina Higgins, Office Manager 
 
I became the Office Manager at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota in mid-November. I have a BA in English from Metropolitan 
State University and am beginning pursuing my MFA in Creative Writing at Hamline University.  
 
It has been a wonderful opportunity to be involved in an organization that fights so hard for Choice. The people who work 
here and those who help support our efforts are some of the most generous and devoted individuals I have ever met. I’m 
grateful to have the opportunity to work along side of them and be a part of such an important fight. 
 

 

Nira Ly, Student Organizer 
 
For the past year and a half, I interned with NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota as the campus representative for Carleton College.  Through this 
internship, I fostered a reproductive rights movement on campus and mobilized over 30 students to attend the March for Women©s Lives.. 
 
My involvement with the Campus Organizing 
program at Carleton stimulated my activism in 
the greater reproductive rights movement.  I 
am ecstatic to accept the position with 
NARAL Pro-choice Minnesota as the new 
Student Organizer and excited to work with 
the wonderful staff and students! 

Staff of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota  
 
Erin Broton  Development Director 
 

Robynne Curlee  Organizing Director 
 

Tina Higgins  Office Manager 
 

Nira Ly  Student Organizer 
 

Derek Burrows Reise  Communication & Campaign Director 
 

Tim Stanley  Executive Director 
 

Misty Worley  Canvass Director 

New Staff Join Team at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 

About NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
 

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota  (a 501 c(4) non-profit 
organization) is to develop and sustain a constituency that uses the 
political process to guarantee every woman the right to make personal 
decisions regarding the full range of reproductive choices, including 
preventing unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and 
choosing legal abortion.                                                                                                        

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation is a 501 c(3) tax-
deductible non-profit organization. The Foundation©s mission is to 
educate citizens about past, present, and future reproductive health 
issues. Our educational programs work in the areas of student 
organizing, research, public education, and leadership development to 
promote reproductive policies that give women real choices in their 
lives. 

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Election Fund is a state political 
fund devoted to electing pro-choice candidates to state office. 
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Despite the tremendous gain of pro-choice candidates on November 2nd, the Minnesota Legislature remains a hostile place to women’s 
reproductive health and privacy.  Even with a net gain of 12 pro-choice seats in the state House, this session a majority of 60% of the members 
are anti-choice.  The state Senate is marginally better with 57% of the senators sporting an anti-choice voting record. 
 
With the deck still stacked against pro-choice Minnesotans, it will again be vital that we remain vigilant against sneaky anti-choice legislation.  
Remember, just two years ago, amidst debating the previous budget shortfall, anti-choice lawmakers inserted the infamous 24-hour abortion 
waiting period into a bill regulating circuses. 
 
While defending against attacks on women’s health and right to choose, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota and our coalition partners will be 
supporting proactive, positive measures designed to protect women’s reproductive health and reduce unintended pregnancy.   
 
Until the legislative session adjourns on May 23rd, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will vigorously support a woman’s right to choose with our full-
time lobbyist and citizen action.  Be part of the campaign in Saint Paul by attending our Pro-Choice Lobby Day on April 14th (see inset).  Also, 
check out the latest updates and what you can do at www.prochoiceminnesota.org. 

Staying Alert at the Capitol 
Reproductive Rights in the Minnesota Legislature 

2005 ANTI-CHOICE IDEOLOGICAL AGENDA 
 

Super Gag Rule 
Places a litmus test for state funding.  Would restrict state funding to family planning 

and other vital programs if they refer patients for abortion, take any sort of pro-choice 

position, or consider abortion to be part of the "continuum of family 

planning services, reproductive health services, or both."  

 

Anti-Choice Constitutional Amendment 
A measure to be passed by the Legislature and put to the ballot in 

Nov. 2006.  The proposal would allow abortion to be banned in 

Minnesota should the Supreme Court overturn or modify Roe v. 

Wade. 

 

Cuts in Family Planning 
With a budget deficit, a move to place disproportionate cuts in family 

planning programs is quite possible.  In the past, anti-choice 

legislators have sought to restrict family planning funds to programs 

that only work on “natural family planning.” 

 

Funding Crisis Pregnancy Centers, a.k.a. fake clinics 
Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) are the ©provider© arm of the anti-choice movement. 

They usually offer free pregnancy testing, counseling, supplies, and ultrasounds to 

women with unintended pregnancies. They do not offer all options (birth, adoption, 

abortion) to a woman and do not typically have real medical professionals.  Gov. 

Pawlenty has proposed to give $4 million to CPCs, the same amount currently given to 

family planning programs annually.  (See expose on CPCs on Page 7.) 

2005 PROACTIVE, PRO-CHOICE AGENDA 
 

EC in the ER 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will again introduce the “Emergency 

Care for Survivors of Sexual Assault Act.”  In each of the past 

years, the House Health Policy Committee has 

refused to give it a hearing.  The bill would 

require hospital emergency rooms to make 

emergency contraception available to rape 

survivors.  With former committee chair Lynda 

Boudreau, defeated last fall, we plan a renewed 

push for the Legislature to pass this 

compassionate and common sense proposal. 

 

Minnesota Reproductive Privacy Act 
Would prohibit in state statute, consistent with 

Roe v. Wade, the interference by the 

government with a woman©s right to choose to 

bear a child or terminate a pregnancy.  

 

Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will work with a broad coalition to 

promote legislation that would set statewide standards for a results-

based, comprehensive sex education curriculum which would be 

abstinence-based, but give kids all the facts so they can make 

responsible and safe decisions. 
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We need the following items! If you have them around, please consider making a 
donation. Contact info@prochoiceminnesota.org or 651-602-7655 if interested. 

 
¨ Laser Printer (less than 3 yrs 

old) 
¨ D e s k t o p  o r  L a p t o p 

Computer (Windows NT or 
XP; Office 2000 or newer; 
Ethernet or network card; any 
size hard drive and RAM) 

¨ VCR and/or DVD player 

¨ Hospitality items: snacks, 
pop, bottled water candy, 
etc. 

¨ Glue sticks, markers, pens, 
and pencils 

Save the Date! Pro-Choice Lobby Day 
April 14, 2005 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will bring pro-choice students 
and activists to the state capitol on Thursday, April 14 for an 
exciting day of activism and lobbying.  
 
Activities will include briefings on various pro-choice issues, 
trainings on how to talk about choice and how to lobby, and 
grassroots lobbying of state legislators. Help make sure the 
pro-choice voice is heard at the capitol!  
 
Register by filling out the form to the right or register online at 
www.prochoiceminnesota.org. 
 
Visit our website, email volunteer@prochoiceminnesota.org, 
or call 651-602-7655 for more information. 

A Night of Wine, Beer, and Chocolate 
 

 NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s 8th Annual Wine, Beer, and 
Chocolate Tasting event is in the planning stages once again.  
This popular occasion showcases some of the Twin Cities’ best 
wine, beer and chocolate and is always a crowd favorite. 
 
If you or someone you know would like to display your talent by 
donating wine, beer, or chocolate, please call 
6 5 1 - 6 0 2 - 7 6 5 5  o r  e m a i l 
erinb@prochoiceminnesota.org. 
 
Look for more information on our website – 
www.prochoiceminnesota.org – in the weeks 
ahead.        

* NAME            
 
  COMPANI ON NAMES ( wi t h phone & emai l  cont act )      
 
              
 
 * STREET/ APT           
 
 * CI TY/ STATE/ ZI P          
 
 * EMAI L ADDRESS          
 
 * PHONE     LEG DI STRI CT( i f  known)     
 
 SCHOOL( i f  st udent )           
    
Gr oup const i t uent  l obby v i s i t s  gener al l y  wi l l  be schedul ed bet ween 
1: 00 and 3: 30.   What  ar e your  pr ef er r ed t i mes?     
 
 *  Requi r ed f i el ds 
 

Pl ease send compl et ed f or m t o:  Lobby Day,  NARAL Pr o- Choi ce 
Mi nnesot a,  550 Ri ce St ,  Sai nt  Paul  MN 55103 

Lobby Day Registration Form 
Fill out and send the below form to register for the April 14th citizen lobby day.  
Registration is free, but donations to offset costs are accepted.  Lunch will be 
provided. 

 
¨  Whiteboard 

¨  Carpet (large blocks, in 
decent condition) 

¨  Office chairs 

¨  Office desks 

¨  Fax machine 

¨  Mini-fridge 

¨  Microwave 

¨  Fax machine 

¨  Television 

¨  Oversized Envelopes 

¨  Folders 
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NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is proud to present the Volunteer of the 
Year for 2004: Anna Norstedt. During the 2004 elections, Anna was a 
fixture at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota. She was a solid phone banker, 
coming in one to three times a week to phone pro-choice voters. Anna 
also participated in several door knocks with our friendly pro-choice 
candidates. Recently, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota sat down with 
Anna to see what motivates her to be a pro-choice activist. 

 
NPCM: Tell us about yourself. 
 

Anna: I©m from Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  I graduated from Cornell College 
where I majored in philosophy and women©s studies (2002) and moved 
to St Paul last January.  I am currently coordinating a literacy program 
and have just begun taking classes to pursue an initial teacher license.  I 
live with my cousin and her two cats. 
 

NPCM: Why are you pro-choice? 
 

Anna: I have always been interested in women©s issues, and this is the 
political issue which is most important to me.  I don©t date men, so it©s 
not an issue that affects my daily life, but it©s the principle that matters- I 
am offended that for centuries the powers that be have gone out of their 
way to ensure women don©t get to make their own decisions about their 
own bodies.  It©s just weird, neurotic and unacceptable when people  

Volunteer of the Year 
Anna Norstedt 

Anna Norstedt at the Roe anniversary 
celebration. 

In recognition of her lifelong dedication to women’s reproductive freedom and choice, the Board of Directors of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 

Foundation has chosen Mildred Hanson, MD as the recipient of the 2005 Jane Hodgson Reproductive Freedom Award. 
 
It is impossible to do justice to all that Dr. Hanson has done for the women of Minnesota, the United States, and the world.  For more than 40 years 
she has provided exemplary medical care as both the Medical Director of Planned Parenthood of Minnesota and in her private practice in south 
Minneapolis. 
 

The Jane Hodgson Reproductive Freedom Award honors the career of one of Minnesota’s true medical pioneers, Jane Hodgson, MD.    For 
more than 50 years, Dr. Hodgson advanced women’s reproductive health care with her scholarly achievements and medical leadership.  Dr. 
Hodgson’s conscientious concern for women and their families made her a legend in April 1970 when she risked her professional standing by 

challenging Minnesota’s anti-abortion statute. The Jane Hodgson Reproductive Freedom Award is given annually to honor a person who most 
exemplifies Jane Hodgson’s diligent efforts to ensure reproductive freedom for women. 

Dr. Mildred Hanson Honored for Lifetime Achievement 
Receives Jane Hodgson Award 

believe that the state should own our wombs and our destinies.  So I will 
do what I can to protect reproductive freedom. 
 

NPCM: Why do you think it’s important to volunteer for choice? 
 

Anna: Because there are so many people out there who are fighting 
hard for anti-choice legislation. 
 

NPCM: Why did you start 
volunteering at NARAL 
Pro-Choice Minnesota? 
 

A n n a :  I  n e e d e d 
something extra to do 
near the end of the 
summer, and I also 
needed a positive way to 
funnel my frustration 
regarding the election. 
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Because of your ongoing support NARAL Pro-Choice 
Minnesota proudly carries the banner of the 
grassroots pro-choice movement in Minnesota.  Here 
are three reasons to send us your envelop today:   
 

1.  Our Pro-Choice Canvass.  Last year, with 
the stakes for the right to choose the highest 
they have ever been, we initiated the first 
pro-choice door-to-door field canvass in 
recent memory.  As you read this newsletter 
- with the Supreme Court teetering on the 
brink of conservative domination - we’re back 
on the streets knocking on frozen doors 
throughout Minnesota to alert our neighbors 
about the threats to choice and what they 
can do to preserve it.  A campaign such as 
this is extremely expensive.  It needs your 
help to be successful! 

 

2.  The Eight Supreme 
Court Judges Over 
the Age of 65.  We are 
not content to wait for 
an opening on the 
Supreme Court to 
appear.  We are taking 
pro-active measures to 
ensure Roe v. Wade is 
safe, but we cannot do 
it without your help.   

 

3.  Minnesota’s Anti-Choice Governor and 
State Legislature.  Governor Pawlenty is 
one of the most anti-choice governors 
Minnesota has ever seen.  We are 
committed to helping elect a pro-choice 
governor in 2006 and changing the face of 
the legislature.  We know we can do it!  With 
your contribution today, we are that much 
closer to achieving our goal.  

  

Help Us Reach Out to Other 
Pro-Choice Minnesotans 

3 Reasons to Invest in Choice Today 
The Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) has made clear that one of their 
legislative priorities this session is the “Positive Alternatives Act”. Though the bill has 
not been introduced yet, we know from their publications that the basic goal of the legis-
lation is to secure state funding for Pregnancy Care Centers, also known as Crisis Preg-
nancy Centers (CPCs).  
 
Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) are the “provider” arm of the anti-choice movement. 
They mislead people into believing they are real medical facilities offering support and 
information to women facing unintended pregnancies. Advertisements for CPCs will of-
ten claim to offer unbiased counseling and information about all pregnancy options. In 
reality they use misinformation, intimidation and anti-choice propaganda to counsel 
women against abortion as a safe and acceptable option. 
 
We have worked with activists in St. Cloud and Moorhead to investigate the tactics used 
at CPCs, and to find out what women experience when they seek services at a CPC. 
The most common tactics they discovered were: 

·  Free Pregnancy Tests: Most CPCs advertise and offer free pregnancy test-
ing, and CPC counselors will often not disclose the test results to prolong the 
time they have to sway a woman’s decision. 

 

·  Ultrasounds: Many CPCs now offer free ultrasounds 
because they feel that once a woman sees her preg-
nancy via ultrasound she will be persuaded to con-
tinue the pregnancy. This is contrary to FDA recom-
mendations; they warn that non-medical use of ultra-
sounds is both inappropriate and potentially harmful to 
the fetus. 

 

·  Shaming: Many investigators experienced shaming 
from CPC counselors when they revealed their sexual 
or pregnancy history. One activist was told that 
“premarital sex is a sin and that all sins are equal…
that she may as well be out there robbing banks.” 

 

·  Medical Misinformation: CPC counselors will give false information about 
medical procedures or about pregnancy and STI prevention. One counselor 
falsely told an investigator that condoms fail 15-25% of the time, and that abor-
tion causes breast cancer and sterility. Counselors will frequently tell women 
that abortion has serious side effects such as sterility, depression, and even 
suicide, when in reality abortion is the safest surgical procedure performed in 
the U.S. 

 

A Closer Look: 
Crisis Pregnancy Centers 
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January 21st, 2005 

On Friday, January 21, about 100 hardy Minnesotans braved a 
snowstorm to celebrate the 32

nd
 anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the historic 

Supreme Court ruling granting women the right to privacy in 
reproductive health decisions. Pro-choicers marched in Minneapolis 
through the snow from the Walker Sculpture Garden to Joe’s Garage, 
where they warmed up with coffee and hot chocolate and were inspired 
by speakers Eily Marlow of the MN Religious Coalition for Reproductive 
Choice and vocal pro-choice Sen. Steve Kelly (DFL-Hopkins). Thank 
you to all of the supporters who were able to make it! 


