Tim Stanley departs as NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota leader

Issues challenge to supporters

By Tim Stanley —

Ten years ago this month
| walked through the
doors of the organization
then known as Minnesota
NARAL. Little did | know
that at that very moment a

the arc of my life would ve

be changed forever.

As of December 31* | will no longer
be the Executive Director of NARAL
Pro-Choice Minnesota, and this fine
organization will be in the able hands
of the new wave of leadership poised
to take it to the next level.

It would be easy to catalog the hours
labored and the miles traveled in the
name of NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota, and yet those numbers
would only tell less than half the
story. Working in the pro-choice
movement is much, much more than

New Leadership

Longtime staff members Robynne
Curlee and Derek Burrows Reise will
be taking helm of the organization
following Tim Stanley’s departure.

Robynne will be the Executive
Director of Programs and Public
Policy and Derek will be the
Executive Director of Operations.

e—— a job. It is a mission; a
calling of divine
proportions that is
somehow able to exhaust
and exhilarate, as it
frustrates and fulfills.

| would like to thank each
of you, NARAL’s loyal
supporters, for making
the last ten years an absolutely
incredible professional experience.
Every day you honored me with your
energy, commitment and passion for
the cause of reproductive freedom. It
has been the honor of a lifetime to
serve as the leader of this
organization and nothing less than a
sacred responsibility to represent the
pro-choice movement from Saint
Paul to Saint Peter and from Mankato
to Moorhead.

As the cause of reproductive freedom
is about so much more than one
person, | am immensely proud of how
prepared this organization is for a
transition of leadership. | have full
and complete faith that the new
leadership of NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota will continue to turn your
membership support into action -
fighting the far right wing and their
true-believing cronies every turn.

With battles over the Supreme Court
as well as a statewide election in
2006, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
needs Minnesota's pro-choice
majority to stand-up now more than
ever. Today, | ask you to join me in
becoming a NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota Choice Marathoner. | am
becoming a Choice Marathoner
because | trust NARAL to fight
tirelessly to defend reproductive
freedom, including access to
contraception, sex education and, of
course, a woman'’s right to choose.
Please check “Choice Marathoner”
on the enclosed envelope to become
a monthly contributor (in addition to
voting on our class of 2006 board
members). Join me as a proud
Choice Marathoner today!

For Choice,
'_'.——--—"""

([

N

P.S. On January 2nd | will become
the Senior Director of Public and
Government Affairs for Planned
Parenthood of Minnesota, North
Dakota and South Dakota.

ATTENTION MEMBERS:
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BALLOT INSIDE

See pages 2 & 3 for descriptions and
return the enclosed ballot by Dec. 31st.

Who is Sam Alito?

Why Senators Coleman
and Dayton should
oppose him

"..the Constitution does not
protect a right to an abortion."
— Judge Samuel A. Alito, in a 1985
job application

Judge Samuel Alito’'s own words
confirm our worst fears. If he is
allowed to replace Sandra Day
O’Connor on the court, women’s
rights will be curtailed.

Judge Alito is anti-choice, and if he
replaces Sandra Day O’Connor on
the High Court we will no doubt see a
steady diet of quick and critical
erosions to a woman’s right to

(Continued on page 7)
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The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota (a 501 c(4) non-profit organization) is to develop and sustain a
constituency that uses the political process to guarantee every woman the right to make personal decisions
regarding the full range of reproductive choices, including preventing unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy

children, and choosing legal abortion.

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation (a 501 c¢(3) tax-deductible non-profit organization) is to
educate citizens about past, present, and future reproductive health issues. Our educational programs work in the
areas of student organizing, research, public education, and leadership development to promote reproductive

policies that give women real choices in their lives.

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Election Fund is a state political fund devoted to electing pro-choice

candidates to state office.

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
Board of Directors
Cindy Aegerter Jill Davidson
Theresa DeRusha Kerri Gordon
Kimberly Anne Johnson Erin Ghere
Geri Katz Amy Kodet
Luanne Koskinen Robin Martinek

Lisa McDonald
Glenn Schmitt

NARA

Arlene Ashbach

Robert Benjamin, MD

Debra Bruers
Julie Ingmire Se
Janet Keysser

Alison Neumann

Heather Rein
Sonja Wahlberg

L Pro-Choice Minnesota
Foundation
Board of Directors

Dawn Bacon
Jane Bowman
Linnea House
Jessica Jerney
Laura McCarty
Melissa Stirn

minitis

Sarah Taylor-Namista

NARA

Jim Bernstein
Natalie Collins
Jeremy Hanson
Heidi Stennes

L Pro-Choice Minnesota
Election Fund
Board of Directors

Terrell Brown
Dawn Erlandson
Sue Landwehr
Ruth Usem

Staff of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

Stacey Burns
Robynne Curlee
Meghan Kane
Rachel Nolan

Derek Burrows Reise

Tim Stanley

APEP Coordinator *
Organizing Director
Grassroots Organizer
Office Manager
Development and
Membership Director
Executive Director

~FIELD CANVASS STAFF~

Theran Brigowatz

Cathy Braaten
Rose Coleman
Molly Erickson
Missy Golke
Candice Johnso

Adam Lutterman

Tessa Mayer
Kari Reinke

Amelia Smith
Misty Winters

Canvasser
Canvasser
Field Manager
Canvasser
Field Manager
n Field Manager
Canvasser
Trainer

Field Manager
Canvasser
Canvass Director

* The Abortion Provider Expansion Project (APEP)is a
collaborative program between the NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota Foundation and Pro-Choice Resources.

Each of our up-to-date members* gets a chance
to vote on the composition of the Board of
Directors. Below is the slate of candidates.
Members will have an envelope attached to this
newsletter with the ballot printed on it. Please fill
out your ballot and return it by December 31,
2005.

Darielle Dannen — Darielle has been volunteering
with  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota for several
years, including as a member of the canvass
committee created this past year. Currently an
attorney and development coordinator for HOME
Line, a non-profit that works to ensure that renters
in Minnesota have safe, decent and affordable
housing, Darielle says “I went to law school
because | wanted to fight for issues that | care
about. | feel that | would be wasting my life if | did
not try to do something good with it.”

Barbara Elliott — Barbara is passionate about
Choice. A longtime member of NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota, Barbara is also a loyal
volunteer with the Midwest Health Center for
Women as both an escort and a patient advocate.

Elect the people who run NARAL

Pro-Choice Minnesota
Board of Directors Ballot

An accomplished fund raiser, Barbara raised
thousands of dollars for the 60-mile breast cancer
walk and says “I will be a strong and vocal advocate
for NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota in my
community.”

Kate Hannaher — Kate has been a familiar face at
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota for several years
now. The winner of NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota’s 2005 Volunteer Activist of the Year
award, Kate was instrumental in the formation of
our new clinic escorting program serving the clinic
of Dr. Mildred Hanson in south Minneapolis.
Currently the Operations Manager at Minnesota
Citizens for the Arts, Kate is also active with KFAI
“Fresh Air"” Community Radio. “As a young activist
in the choice community,” says Kate, “and someone
with experience in organizing and advocacy, | want
to increase my involvement at this critical moment
in history.”

Rebecca Monro Armitage — We are thrilled to
have the former development director of NARAL
Pro-Choice Pennsylvania apply for a seat on the
board of directors. Rebecca and her husband

* Am | a current member?

All current members receive a white and purple ballot envelope in this newsletter.

To be a current

member, you must contribute $10 or more to NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota within the last year. To
comply with IRS regulations, gifts to our tax-exempt NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation cannot be

considered membership dues.

To inquire about your membership status, contact info@prochoiceminnesota.org or call 651-602-7655.

To become a member or keep your membership up-to-date, please return the enclosed envelope with your

generous contribution today! 74
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Bryan (recognized in the newsletter’s
Volunteer Spotlight in June 2005)
have both been extraordinarily
supportive of the organization since
moving to Minnesota from
Philadelphia. Rebecca is a busy
young woman, somehow finding time
to serve on the board of directors of
the Seward Co-op, study for her MBA
at the Carlson school, escort at the
Midwest Health Center for Women
and join the board of NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota.

Anna Odegaard - Anna was
recognized NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota’s “Volunteer Spotlight” in
the December 2004 newsletter for
her exemplary efforts during the 2004
election cycle. Anna is an advocate
for Alexandria House, Inc., the only
battered women’s shelter in Anoka
Co. In addition to being a regular at
our weekend door knocks and
literature drops, Anna has also held
up pro-choice signs on street
corners, dialed our members to
protect the Supreme Court and
attended numerous fundraising
events. Anna believes “that our best
chance of maintaining reproductive
rights for women is for everyone who
believes in choice to get active and
vocal, give time, and money and
refuse to sit quietly while our rights
erode.”

Sara Radjenovic — Sara is a
graduate student at the Humphrey
Institute and a former employee of
our national organization NARAL
Pro-Choice America. After leaving
NARAL, Sara volunteered for them
during the March for Women'’s Lives
in  April 2004. An experienced
special events coordinator, Sara is
looking forward to helping NARAL
Pro-Choice Minnesota build its
fundraising base including the scope
of annual House Tour & Silent
Auction and Comedy for Choice. “By

New staff to direct APEP

Stacey Burns,
APEP Coordinator

| joined the staff of both NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota and Pro-Choice
Resources this October as the new
coordinator of the collaborative
Abortion Provider Expansion Project
(APEP)—I am honestly thrilled to be
a part of both of these organizations,

each of which plays instrumental
roles in the battle over reproductive
rights here in Minnesota and beyond,
and especially happy to be able to
contribute to this important program.

| have been a volunteer with NARAL
since moving to Minnesota in 2004,
and filled in as an election organizer
during the home stretch last fall; my

background is in teaching and
librarianship, most recently with the
public health library of the Minnesota
Department of Health. It is clear that
the strength of APEP is due to the
commitment and creativity of the
students, physicians, and staff who
developed it over the last three
years—I| am honored to be here and
look forward to working with them all
to build on the program’s success! #4

being involved with organizations that
support issues that matter to me,”
says Sara, “lI know that | have done
something, whether we win or lose.”

Sarah Woolever — A music therapist,
Sarah wants to bring her talent to the
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota team.
Sarah has been a frequent volunteer
at mailing parties, election phoning
nights, marches in snowstorms on
the Roe v. Wade anniversary and our
resident musical talent at the annual
Amazon Bookstore Shopping Party.
Concerned about the future of choice
since her high school days, Sarah
says “l am excited to start working
and to become a part of an
organization that | believe in
completely.”

Current Board Members seeking
re-election (in alphabetical order):

Cindy Aegerter
Seeking 2™ term (since 2004)

Theresa DeRusha, Chair
Seeking 3" term (since 2002)

Erin Ghere
Seeking 2™ term (since 2004)

Heather Rein
Seeking 2™ term (since 2004)

APEP grows by leaps and bounds

Abortion Provider Expansion Project in 2005

The Abortion Provider Expansion
Project (APEP), a collaborative
program between NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota and Pro-Choice
Resources, seeks to alleviate one of
the pro-choice movement’'s most
urgent concerns: the growing
shortage of abortion providers.
Although abortion remains the most
common outpatient surgical
procedure performed for women, the
number of abortion providers has
dropped by 37% since 1982. In 87%
of all US counties there is no abortion
provider at all; in rural counties, that
number balloons to 97%.

Reasons underlying this critical
health care problem are complex,
ranging from increased malpractice
insurance premiums and restrictive
contracts that prevent physicians
from providing abortion to a hostile
political climate and stigmatization of
a procedure that one of three women
will receive by the age of 45.
However, it is abundantly clear that a
lack of training opportunities for
medical students and residents who
wish to provide a full range of
reproductive services to their patients

is a root cause of the shortage.

Despite an obvious need for the
service, 72% of Ob/Gyn residency
programs do not train all residents in
abortion procedures. Likewise, many
nursing programs neglect to train
students to care for women
experiencing abortions.

In response, APEP works with
medical and nursing students,
residents, physicians, nurses, and
clinic staff and administrators to
increase students’ exposure to
abortion care and to facilitate
training for students and residents
who seek it.

Here are some of APEP’s proud
accomplishments from the 2004-
2005 academic year, the third
since its inception in 2002:

17 medical and 7 nursing
students (triple the number from
the prior year) participated in
one-day shadowing experiences
with abortion providers at one of

the 6 clinics that work with our
(Continued on page 4)



Student organizing program
Expanding pro-choice campus activism in Fall 2005

It is difficult to believe that the first
semester of the 2005-06 academic
year is nearing a close. However,
our Campus Representative Program
has proven yet again that time is no
barrier to success. Twenty dedicated
interns are working at thirteen
campuses throughout Minnesota to
bring education and awareness to the
choice movement. Their passion and
idealism builds the next generation of
choice advocates.

Each year, the campus organizing
program has expanded its capacity
and capabilities. This year is no
exception—with students at both
metro and greater Minnesota
campuses, as well as a
representative at Minneapolis
Community and Technical College.
Other Twin Cities campuses include:
Hamline University, Macalester
College, and the University of
Minnesota - Twin Cities.
Representatives from outstate
Minnesota campuses include: MSU -
Moorhead, MSU - Mankato, Saint
Cloud State, Carleton College, Saint
Olaf College, Gustavus Adolphus
College, Bemidji State, Winona State,
and the University of Minnesota -
Duluth.

Organizing for choice on campus has
become increasingly vital. A cultural
shift to “traditionalist values” has
presented itself in multiple forms on
campuses, most notably welcoming
the recent revival of an anti-choice
presence on campuses throughout
the state. Due to an increase in
funding and resources from the far
right-wing, campuses have been
subjected to displays, editorials, and
publications organized by students.

Our Campus Reps have utilized this
momentum to their advantage by
stepping up their outreach and
education, while countering the anti-
choice misinformation. They have
seen a dramatic increase in student
participation and motivation toward
change as a result.

Campus Representatives exceed all
expectations and never cease to find
unique and creative ways to continue
building awareness.  Students at
Macalester held a panel discussion,
featuring Tim Stanley challenging
what could happen if two new right-
wing Supreme Court judges were
appointed. Hamline hosted a pay-
equity bake sale, while MCTC started
an official pro-choice campus group.

Greater Minnesota campuses utilized
community outreach along with on
campus organizing to build a broader
understanding. The MSU -
Moorhead Rep was invited to be a
part of a community roundtable
discussion, organized by a local
feminist organization to focus on anti-
choice crisis pregnancy centers
(CPCs) in the area. Carlton College
hosted a panel discussion on CPCs
with presentations by staffer
Robynne Curlee and Board members
Jessica Jerney and Jill Davidson.
Over 25 students at Saint Olaf
College joined the new choice group
on campus, taking action on
Emergency Contraception access.

Each campus also participated in our
“Days of Action” this Fall, including
National Young Women's Day of
Action and Abortion Access Month.
Winona State displayed outlines of
women featuring stories of illegal
abortions as a result of the Hyde

Amendment, which states that
Federal medical assistance can not
be used to fund abortions.

An intensified movement toward
political organizing on campuses was
also necessary this semester, as the
Bush administration continued to
seek out nominees to the Supreme
Court that cater to the far-right wing
agenda. Students from all campuses
participated in tabling, petition
signing, and letter writing campaigns.
Editorials were published in campus
newspapers at Moorhead, Winona
State, Saint Olaf, Carlton, and
Bemidji State.

We are continually encouraged by
the enthusiasm and passion found
within students. This year is sure to
bring new challenges wrought by
anti-choice leaders. There is no
doubt however that our Campus
Reps will involve themselves on a
proactive level, inspiring fellow
students to take action to ensure
reproductive freedom for all. |

(Continued from page 3)
program.

9 of these students went on to
participate in a summer-long,
intensive externship working with an
abortion provider mentor and viewing
at least 50 abortion procedures over
the course of the externship, each
also participating in an independent
research project.

APEP hosted two physicians’
dinners; these dinners provide a
venue for collaboration and help
reduce professional isolation.
Significantly, the Ryan Grant,
awarded and approved for
implementation this fall, grew out of
these dinners and creates an “opt-
out” program for all Ob/Gyn residents
at the University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities to receive training in abortion
procedures.

We continued to support the
Medical Students for Choice (MSFC)
at the University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities, one of the strongest chapters
in the country; helped students at the
University of Minnesota Duluth
establish an MSFC chapter on their
campus; and worked with nursing
students to establish a chapter of
Nursing Students for Choice.

14 medical and nursing students participated in Lobby Day at the Capitol,
and 3 testified at the Legislature with the support of APEP.

The scholarship fund administered by APEP provided assistance to the
Powderhorn Park Peer Pregnancy Prevention Program (P6) to help young
women make healthy choices in their lives, and to a lunch lecture series
organized by the Nursing Students for Choice.

Over 1000 informational brochures introducing APEP were distributed in
the health community and to the general public.

We look forward to a new year as this important program continues to grow!

APEP is made possible by generous grants from the Jay and Rose Phillips Family Foundation and

the Women'’s Foundation of Minnesota. g



A successful year of

door-to-door organizing
2005 is the year of the pro-choice field canvass

As you likely know, NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota canvassers have
been out in the streets knocking on
doors since February of 2005. We
started the canvass to raise citizen
awareness throughout the state
around crucial issues surrounding
Roe v. Wade, reproductive privacy,
and the right for a woman to choose
safe and legal abortion. Our goal is to
gain the membership support we
need to have real political strength at
the capital, to contend with our well
funded and well organized
opposition. With a strong member
base we are able to send the
message to our elected officials that
in Minnesota we are the majority and
we will not go back in time on our
rights as citizens.

We are proud to report that the
canvass has been a raging success!
Along with the basic message of
reproductive health and privacy,
canvassers have been educating
citizens about the nuclear option, the
retirement of Sandra Day O’Connor
and what this means for our Supreme
Court, the appointment of Justice
Roberts, and the nomination of
Samuel Alito. As a result of this
important messaging and the crucial
issues we are working for we have
been able to get media coverage of
the canvass ranging from Minnesota
Public Radio and The Star Tribune,
to the lead story on KARE 11 news!
This coverage raises awareness and
increases our name recognition
throughout the state.

To date the canvass has knocked on
112,120 doors across Minnesota in
towns ranging from Minneapolis to

Saint Peter. We have brought in
11,752 members, delivered 21,737
letters to Senators Coleman and
Dayton demanding that they chose
Supreme Court justices that will be
fair and impartial, collected over
8,644 emails and identified 579
volunteers! And we have only just
begun our mission to protect choice
in Minnesota. Although to date we
have been to over thirty towns and
neighborhoods across the state, we
plan to cover much more ground by
the elections of 2006 and beyond.

We would like to take this time to give
a whole hearted thank you to the
11,752 households who have
supported us with donations at the
door to become members of NARAL
Pro-Choice Minnesota. These
resources are desperately needed to
build our movement and to fund the
fight at the Capitol. Every member
and every dollar are greatly needed

a n d

appreciated.

Thank you as

well to all of

you who have

taken the time

to write a

letter, fill out a

post card, and donate your time and
energy to protecting choice. Each of
you helps to make our movement
stronger!

Our efforts would not be successful
without the admirable skill and
devotion supplied by our canvass
staff. Knocking on doors and talking
to people about the right to choose
every night is challenging work. The
canvass team here is remarkably
talented and strong. It is their daily
commitment and our members’
continued support that will allow us to
continue to build the pro-choice

The field canvass staff in July 2005.

movement in
Minnesota to
defend
reproductive
health
access and
justice.

The NARAL

Pro-Choice

Minnesota

field canvass

will continue

to hit the
streets (even in the heart of the sub-
zero Minnesota Winter) to spread the
message of choice door to door and
from town to town, renewing past
members and recruiting new
members to help fund the fight. We
cannot stop nor slow down in our
efforts to save the Supreme Court
and Roe v. Wade; and to protect the
lives of women across Minnesota,
our nation, and around the world.

Canvassed

Communities in 2005
Where have we been?

Minneapolis Twin Cities
Neighborhoods Suburbs
Bryn Mawr Cottage Grove
Calhoun-Isle Eden Prairie
Longfellow Edina
Northeast Falcon Heights
Nokomis Golden Valley
Powderhorn Inver Grove
Prospect Park Heights
Seward Minnetonka
Southwest Plymouth
Richfield
Saint Paul Robbinsdale
Neighborhoods Roseville

Saint Louis Park
South Saint Paul

Payne-Phalen
Hamline-Midway
Como

Mac-Groveland Greater
Merriam Park Minnesota
Summit Hill Communities
Summit- Duluth
University Northfield
Rochester
Saint Peter




We understand that you probably get
many solicitations from worthy
causes. It can be difficult to
determine where your support is
most needed. We need you to
understand just how much we rely on
our members for our support.

Every member of NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota plays a pivotal role in
protecting reproductive privacy.
Because of members like you, our
staff, interns, and volunteers are able
to work throughout the state to elect
pro-choice officials and advocate at
the legislature to guarantee that the
women of Minnesota retain their
reproductive privacy and freedom.

Here are some of our members’ most
Frequently Asked Questions

Why should | give to NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota?

We are the state® largest pro-choice
organization dedicated exclusively to
defending the right to choose. For
nearly 35 years we have been
committed exclusively to activating
the grassroots to secure reproductive
privacy and choice. While a Star
Tribune poll showed that 57% of
Minnesotans support or strongly
support Roe v. Wade, more than
60% of Minnesota’s legislators are
anti-choice. Your support is essential
if the legislature is to ever reflect the
pro-choice values of the majority.

What will you do with my
membership check?

Our lean, extremely efficient
organization will turn your
contribution into action! With the
White House, Congress, and all of
Minnesota state government aligned
against a woman'’s right to choose -

The importance of your membership
Pro-choice political strength comes from grassroots support

and the Supreme Court teetering on
the brink - the only way to save the
freedom of choice is to mobilize
Minnesota’s pro-choice majority into
the formidable political force it needs
to be.

Do you really need my small
check?

You bet we do! NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota is a true grassroots

organization existing almost
exclusively on members who give
less than $100. Your hard earned
money goes directly into activities
that seek to protect the right to
choose in Minnesota.

| already give to your national
office in Washington, DC. Don't
you get money from them?

No, we don't. We are a proud
affiliate and collaborative partner of
our friends in Washington, DC, but
we have completely distinct finances.
We receive no financial assistance
from DC for the aggressive legislative
advocacy, grassroots organizing and
election work we do here in
Minnesota. That is why thousands of
pro-choice Minnesotans trust us to
represent them—at the Capitol, in the
courts, in the media, and on the
campaign trail—wherever public
policy is deliberated and formed.

Why do you send me so much
mail?

Would you believe that it takes the
average member seven follow-up
contacts before they renew their
membership? That is a lot of paper
and postage! One way to never
receive another fundraising letter
from NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
again is to join our Choice
Marathoners program (see page 1

letter from the departing Executive
Director) and have an amount put on
your credit card or debited from your
checking account every month.
Check off the “I want to be a Choice
Marathoner” box in the envelope
attached to this newsletter or save a
stamp and visit our website
www.prochoiceminnesota.org

How strong is the opposition?

The Minnesota Citizens Concerned
for Life’s annual budget is nearly six
times the size of NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota’s. Not surprisingly, with

such a monumental financial
advantage, the MCCL has the
opportunity to engage in a lot of anti-
choice mischief. In addition to the
MCCL, our opposition includes the
Minnesota Family Council, Pro-Life
Action Ministries, Neighbors for Life,
Lawyers for Life, Pro-Life Minnesota
and now the newly formed
Democrats for Life.

What on earth can | do to stop the
anti-choice hard-liners?

Give to NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota and DON'T GIVE UP!

33rd Anniversary of Roe v. Wade
Celebrating Roe while we still can!

Sunday, January 22, is the 33"
Anniversary of the historic Roe v.
Wade Supreme Court decision
guaranteeing women the right to
choose. Although the future of Roe is
uncertain with
Bush packing
the Supreme

Court with
radical  right
wing justices,
NARAL Pro-
Choice

Minnesota
and our partners at the Minnesota
Choice Coalition* are determined to
celebrate Roe while we still can!

The Minnesota Choice Coalition is
organizing two events for Sunday
January 22: a Roe v. Wade
Reception and a Rock for Roe benefit
concert.

Roe v. Wade Reception: The
reception will take place from 4-6pm
on Sunday January 22 at the
Macalester Alumni House (1644

Summit Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105).
Guests will enjoy appetizers, drinks,
and a short program. Donations for
the advocacy work of the Minnesota
Choice Coalition are appreciated, but
not required. Please email
info@prochoiceminnesota.org or call
651-602-7655 for more information.

Rock for Roe Benefit Concert: The
first-ever Rock for Roe benefit
concert is shaping up to be a huge
success! Bands lined up to play are:
Belles of Skin City, Dessa Darling of
Doomtree, Digitata, Duplomacy,
Unknown Prophets, and The Haves’
Have It. More bands will be
announced soon! The show is at the
Triple Rock Social Club with doors at
5pm. Ticket prices are TBA. Check
out the website for information and to
buy tickets: www.RockForRoe.com.

*The Minnesota Choice Coalition includes:
Midwest Health Center for Women, Minnesota
NOW, Minnesota Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice, the Minnesota Women'’s
Campaign Fund, NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota, Planned Parenthood of
MN/ND/SD, and Pro-Choice Resources.
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choose until Roe v. Wade is
eviscerated beyond recognition.

The far right spiked the Miers
nomination and threw their political
muscle behind Alito because they
know what is at stake. Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor has been the center of
gravity on the Court for a long time,
but especially in recent years, when
she was the swing vote on key
personal freedoms. If O’Connor’s
moderation is replaced with Alito’s
conservative dogmatism, the final
safeguard to individual liberties for all
Americans will be in the hands of a
nominee whom Rush Limbaugh
recently described as “fabulous,”
conservative activist Gary Bauer

called "exceptional” and the
notoriously extreme broadcaster Pat
Robertson termed a "grand-slam
home run."

On November 30th, the Supreme
Court heard oral arguments in Ayotte
v. Planned Parenthood, a critically
important case that could all but
eliminate Roe vs. Wade's core
protection of women’s health, and
prohibit doctors from taking legal
action to protect the health of their
patients. In Ayotte, the Court could
strike down the requirement that an
abortion restriction contain an
exception for medical emergencies
when a woman’s health s
threatened. They could also decide to
eliminate the ability of doctors to
challenge the constitutionality of
abortion restrictions before they take
effect, forcing individual women to
fend for themselves legally. Taken
together, these added barriers would
effectively eliminate the right to
choose for millions of women. The
case is our first opportunity to gauge
Chief Justice John Roberts’ views; if
a new justice is confirmed to replace
Justice O@onnor, he could have the
opportunity to re-hear oral argument

and cast the deciding vote in the
case. Ayotte is another reminder that
fundamental Constitutional rights
hang in the balance.

This is a time when Minnesota’s pro-
choice majority needs to stand up
and be counted. The most recent
statewide poll showed that 57
percent of Minnesotans support the
right to privacy guaranteed in Roe.
Remember, despite being extremely
vocal, right-wing conservatives are a
small minority of the population, both
here in Minnesota and nationally. The
fact that they were allowed to
handpick a Supreme Court nhominee
testifies to their sway over the Bush
White House, not to their strength in
numbers. By large majorities, most
Americans do not want to turn back
the clock on the right to privacy that
has been the law of the land since
Roe was decided 33 years ago. For
those reasons, Minnesotans need to
urge Senators Mark Dayton (202-
224-3244) and Norm Coleman (202-
224-5641) to oppose Alito when his
nomination comes before the Senate
in January.

Pro-choice victories at the ballot box
Warming up for the 2006 statewide elections

Although we face tough competition
from the right wing anti-choice forces,
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota has
much to celebrate right now as we
celebrate pro-choice victories at the
essential local level! The NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota Election Fund
endorsed and supported two pro-
choice candidates in recent elections,
both of whom emerged victorious.

Chris Coleman defeated anti-choice
incumbent Randy Kelly to become
Mayor of Saint Paul. A former board
member of NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota, Coleman was proud to
win with the pro-choice endorsement!
Coleman will be the first pro-choice
Mayor of Saint Paul in over 12 years.

Terri Bonoff was victorious over her
anti-choice opponent in a Special
Election in Senate District 43, which
was called after Gov. Pawlenty

appointed the senator from that
district to be his chief of staff. Her win
will result in a net gain of one pro-
choice seat in the Minnesota Senate!
Every pro-choice vote will count as
we look towards a legislative session
sure to be filled with anti-choice
attempts to undermine women’s
personal freedoms.

These races were just a warm-up for
us as we look forward to a huge
election year in Minnesota in 2006,
when every state legislative seat, all
constitutional offices including the
governorship, one U.S. Senate seat,
and all U.S. Representatives will be
up for election. Please help our state
PAC, the Election Fund, continue to
support great pro-choice candidates
in 2006. You can contribute via the
envelope in this newsletter by making
your check out to NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota Election Fund.
Thank you for your support!

We need the following items! If you have
them around, please consider making a
donation. Contact 651-602-7655 or
info@prochoiceminnesota.org.

Set of chairs for conference
room (6-10 chairs)

Desk chairs

Phones (1-2 well
phones)

Computer screen projector

Laptop computer (less than 2 yrs
old with Windows XP)

Custom framing services
Laser printer (less than 3 yrs old)

functioning

Oversized envelopes and
folders
Glue sticks, highlighters,

markers, post-its, and pens
DVD player

Hospitality items: snacks, pop,
bottled water, etc.

Speaking of our wish list, it's never too early to donate to our

annual signature event, our Silent Auction.
Auction is slated for later in 2006.

donations for it at this time.

Our next Silent
But we can accept any

Past items for the Silent Auction include gift certificates at local
restaurants, weekend packages at a cabin or timeshare, works of
art (often the most popular!), and signed books.

Please contact info@prochoiceminnesota.org or 651-602-7655

about donating to our Silent Auction today!
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Alito’s opposition to Roe v. Wade on record

Bush nominee supported strategy to undermine a
woman’s right to choose

As we went to press, newly released documents demonstrated the level that Supreme Court nominee, Samuel Alito, opposes a woman'’s right to choose.
(Please see enclosed story on page 1.) His writings advocate a right-wing strategy to undermine the protections guaranteed by the historic Roe v. Wade
decision.

Here are Alito® own words, taken directly from the newly released memo. In it Alito, who at the time worked in the Solicitor General® office, recommends
that the Reagan administration file an amicus brief in abortion cases that were to be heard by the Supreme Court at the time, in particular Thornburgh v.
ACOG:

" ...no one seriously believes that the Court is about to overrule Roe v. Wade... But the Court® decision to review these cases
nevertheless may be a positive sign." -- Samuel Alito

"What can be made of this opportunity to advance the goals of bringing about the eventual overruling of Roe v. Wade and, in
the meantime, of mitigating its effects?" -- Samuel Alito

"I find this approach preferable to a frontal assault on Roe v. Wade. It has most of the advantages of a brief devoted to the
overruling of Roe v. Wade... At the same time, it is free of many of the disadvantages that would accompany a major effort to
overturn Roe." -- Samuel Alito




