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From the Executive Director:
Minnesota loses founding mother
of the pro-choice
movement

Dear Members,

Betty Benjamin died on June 26, 2004. To those of us who
knew her, the loss is incalculable.

Betty’s philanthropic spirit and kind heart nurtured Minnesota®
pro-choice community for more than 35 years and mentored me
for the last 10. | met Betty during my first week as an intern
with NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota when
she bound into the office bearing end-of-
the year holiday gifts for the staff and in-
terns. Homemade Chex mix snacks were
her holiday trademark, and she had
enough for the whole staff including me,
an intern fortunate to receive a paid in-
ternship made possible by Betty's fund-
raising and enduring commitment to the

AIBEVES T S future of the pro-choice movement.

and Betty Benjamine
at a pro-choice event. Betty had many reasons to be commit-
ted to the future of the pro-choice move-
ment, in part because she was such a formidable part of shap-
ing its past. In the late 1960s, Betty and a few other brave indi-
viduals formed the Minnesota Council for the Legal Termination
of Pregnancy (MCLTP). Betty later served as president of suc-
cessor organizations, the Abortion Rights Council and Minne-

sota NARAL for more than 20 years.

Up until her last days, Betty continued to be the primary fund-
raiser for the Betty Benjamin Leadership Development fund.
The purpose of this fund was to provide stipends for young peo-
ple working in the pro-choice movement.

Letter continued on p. 3

Stunning Architecture Unites with
Elegant Silent Auction

13th Annual House Tour and Silent Auction is
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s Signature Event.

On September 13", NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will host its 13" Annual House
Tour and Silent Auction. This year, our signature event will take place at a magnifi-
cent home on Cedar Lake in  Minneapo-
lis. Guests will tour the grand home and
sample wine and appetizers before mak-
ing their way outside, where the bidding
begins. Items up for auction include
handcrafted jewelry and art from some of
the Twin Cities’ finest artists, theater tick-
ets to an assortment of Twin Cities  ven-
ues, spa and salon gift certificates, canoe
and kayak rentals, and much more. It's an
event you don’'t want to miss! Purchase
your tickets today by phone at (651) 602-
7655 or on the web at

www.ProChoiceMinnesota.org. Top: Site of the 2004 House Tour and

Silent Auction

Going Once, Going Twice... Sold!

Promote your business by donating an item to the Silent Auction! Each person or
business that donates an auction item is listed in our newsletter for grateful pro-
choicers statewide to read. Not a business owner? You can still support our efforts.
Consider donating frequent flyer miles, a weekend stay at your cabin, or even the fruits
of your labor—a couple hours of lawn work, a knitted scarf, a hand-sewn quilt... the
possibilities are endless! Contact Laura at lauram@prochoiceminnesota.org or (651)
602-7655 to discuss your donation.



We need the following items! If you have
them around, please consider making a do-
nation. Email info@prochoiceminnesota.org
or call 651.602.7655 if interested.

- Laser Printer

- Laptop or Desktop Computer (Pentium
2 Processer or higher; Windows 200, NT,
or XP; Office 97 or newer; Ethernet or net-
work card; any size hard drive and RAM)

- Scissors

- Oversized Envelopes

- Glue sticks, markers, pens, and pencils

- Whiteboard

- Hospitality items: snacks, pop, candy,
etc.
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YOU SPOKE, and WE LISTENED!

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY RESULTS

At the beginning of the year, we asked members to fill out and return a survey in order to evaluate our
work and better understand our supporters. We were astounded by the level of return and appreciate
that our members are so good at making themselves heard! About 700 people completed and re-
turned the survey and we have now compiled and evaluated the results. Here are the highlights.

Not surprisingly, our membership is overwhelmingly female, although we have a good base of
support from men: 86% women, 11% men, and 3% identify as “other” or did not answer.

We have a diverse age breakdown in our member
ship. The median age range is in the 51-60, but 15% Ag € Of Mem berS
are under 30 years and 25% are 30 to 50 years. 23-30
. . _ _ 18-23 12% 31-40
Our membership is overwhelmingly ethnically 3% 10%

Caucasion/white (96%). According to the U.S.
Census, Minnesota’s population is 89% Caucasion
or white. We plan to continue to challenge ourselves

to better reflect the population in Minnesota. 41-50

16%
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is a multi-partisan
organization, meaning that we support pro-choice
candidates of all parties. In 2002, we proudly
endorsed pro-choice candidates from the DFL,
Republican, Independence and Green parties. Our
members are largely Democratic voters, but not
exclusively: 81% DFL, 3% Republican, 3% Green,
3% Independence, and 6% generally support no
single party.

61+
37%

51-60
22%

Nearly half, or 45% of members said they would cross party lines to vote for a pro-choice
candidate.

Our members are very involved in politics and other causes. See chart below for types of
organizations our members support:

Supports other causes
Our members with Internet access are active
e-advocates. Over half, 53% have taken | ;g9 7
action in response to an email alert.

60%

(6]

Overwhelmingly, our members recognize
that Roe v. Wade is seriously threatened. | 50%-
The current Court supports Roe by only a | 440, |-
one-vote margin. George W. Bush has
demonstrated his intention to appoint ex- | 30%7"

tremists, to the federal bench. A wide | ;4 1~
majority agree that “Roe v. Wade is in
real danger of being overturned by the | 10%+"

more effective grassroots organization.
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Choice Marathoners:

Carrying the Torch

A trend is growing among NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota supporters.
Women and men from across the state are joining the Choice Mara-
thoner Program. Why? Because they care. Because they want to
take back women'’s rights. Because they want to make a commitment
to support the movement.

Choice Marathoners help assure us the resources we need to protect
women’s lives. They give a small gift every month, deducted from
their credit card, and they never have to write a check. Marathoners
know that as long as they’re in the program, they’ll never receive fund-
raising mail from us. Some are Marathoners because they want to
make a sizeable gift to support Choice, but need to spread the pay-
ments out over a year. Others are Marathoners because they live too
far away to volunteer their time.

Nancy Gruver (pictured below), a Choice Marathoner from Duluth, re-
cently talked with us about her monthly gifts.

“Two 20-something daughters are my personal reason for
supporting NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota. | want them to
have the right to control their own bodies and lives. Even if
| didn’t have daughters, | want all women to have full repro-
ductive rights. | became a choice marathoner because it's
such an easy way to support this cause that's near and
dear to me and critical to our future—our daughters.”

Choice Marathoners carry the torch in preserving Minnesota women®
private medical decisions. To join, visit www.ProChoiceMinnesota.org
or use the envelope attached to this newsletter.

Staff of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

Tim Stanley Executive Director

Jessica Jerney Field Director

Derek Burrows Reise Communication & Campaign Director
Robynne Curlee Student Organizer & Administrative Assistant
Laura McCarty Development Director

Noah Cooper Office Manager

Erin Bettendorf Events Intern

Bruk Jacobs Election Research and Communications Intern
Markie Marzolf Grassroots Organizing Intern

Jonathan Rodkin Election Intern

Emily Shor Summer Outreach Intern

Letter cont. from p.1

Betty got to see the fruits of her investment in the future for Choice when
she attended the March for Women® Lives in Washington, DC on April 25.
She was delighted by the tremendous turnout of young people from Minne-
sota. Many of them were recruited by campus interns hired through Betty's
leadership development fund.

Over the course of the last 10 years | was in nearly daily contact with Betty.
I will never forget what an indefatigable cheerleader she was. She was in-
curably patient and full of the positive can-do energy that is the lifeblood of
the pro-choice movement. Betty was humble, kind, unassuming, gentle and
exceptionally loyal. | know that | am a better person, citizen and pro-choice
leader for having known her. | was lucky to call Betty my friend.

For Choice,
Tim Stanley, Executive Director

CALENDAR of EVENTS

For more information on any events listed, please email or call
info@ProChoiceMinnesota.org or 651.602-7655.

August

25 Volunteers Rock! Orientation and Information session.
28 Lit drop and doorknock with pro-choice candidates

September
4 Tabling at Duluth/Superior PRIDE

11 Student Organizer Training

11 Volunteer lit drop and doorknock with pro-choice candidates
13 13th Annual House Tour and Silent Auction

14 Primary Election

18 Volunteer lit drop and doorknock with pro-choice candidates

19 Walk for Justice: NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation
October

25 6-month anniversary of March for Women’s Lives: Day of Action

About NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota (a 501 c(4) non-profit
organization) is to develop and sustain a constituency that uses the political
process to guarantee every woman the right to make personal decisions
regarding the full range of reproductive choices, including preventing
unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and choosing legal
abortion.

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation is a 501 c(3) tax-
deductible non-profit organization. The Foundation® mission is to educate
citizens about past, present, and future reproductive health issues. Our
educational programs work in the areas of student organizing, research,
public education, and leadership development to promote reproductive
policies that give women real choices in their lives.




NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s

2004 PRO-CHOICE Legislative Scorecard

The overall theme of the 2004 legislative session was “do-nothing”—and this was certainly true on reproductive rights issues. Although the pro-
choice community had several proactive, pro-choice measures on the table that were ignored, a “do nothing” session is a victory for reproductive
health and access, considering the anti-choice majority in both houses and an anti-choice governor.

Although many legislators were distracted from their usual attacks on abortion and family planning access, the diehards still forged ahead with
the MCCL’s (Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life) priority, the “Super Gag Rule,” which would cut state family planning funds from any
organization that performs, counsels, or refer women for abortions. Thanks to pro-choice allies, the “Super Gag Rule” was blocked in the Senate.

Anti-choice and anti-family planning votes prevailed in the House, but the less extreme Senate stopped all the measures in their tracks.

We again thank courageous pro-choice legislators who time and time again step up to protect women'’s access to pregnancy prevention and safe,
legal abortion. We also thank the tireless efforts of pro-choice advocates across the state. We couldn’t have done it without you.

Explanation of 2004 SENATE votes

1. Senator Fischbach moved to amend HF 2028 to make abortion access more difficult by increasing costs and special oversight to clinic
providers with unnecessary visits and tracking. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed the amendment; it failed 32-34.

2. Senator Nienow moved to amend HF 2028 to allow parental access to minor's medical records. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed
the amendment; it failed 26-39.

3. Senator Neuville moved to amend HF 2028 to include the Super Gag Rule; thereby prohibiting funding for family planning services and
abortion providers. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed the amendment; it failed 23-42.

District Party NAME 1 2 3 District Party NAME 1 2 3 District Party NAME 1 2 3
01 DFL  Stumpf, LeRoy A. + + + 26 R Day, Dick - - - Chaudhary,

02 DFL Skoe, Rod + + + 27 DFL Sparks, Dan + + + 50 DFL Satveer + + +
03 DFL Saxhaug, Tom + + + 28 DFL Murphy, Steve + + + 51 DFL Betzold, Don + + +
04 R Ruud, Carrie L. - - - 29 R Senjem, David H. -+ o+ Bachmann,

05 DFL Tomassoni, David J. + + + 30 IP Kiscaden, SheilaM. + + + 52 R Michele - - -
06 DFL Bakk, Thomas M. + + + 31 R Kierlin, Bob - + + 53 R Reiter, Mady - - -
07 DFL Solon, Yvonne Prettner + + + 32 R Limmer, Warren - - - 54 DFL Marty, John + + +
08 DFL Lourey, Becky + + + 33 R Olson, Gen - - - bb DFL  Wiger, Charles + + +
09 DFL Langseth, Keith + + + 34 R Ortman, JulianneE. - + + 56 R LeClair, Brian - - -
10 R Larson, Cal - - - 35 R Robling, Claire A. - - - b7 DFL Marko, Sharon + + +
11 DFL  Sams, Dallas C. - + + 36 R Pariseau, Pat - - - 58 DFL  Higgins, Linda + + 4+
12 R Koering, Paul E. - - - 37 R Knutson, David L. 0 0 O Pogemiller,

13 DFL Johnson, Dean E. + + + 38 R McGinn, Mike - - - 59 DFL Lawrence + + +
14 R Fischbach, Michelle L. - - - 39 DFL Metzen, James P. + + + 60 DFL Dibble, D. Scott + + +
15 R Kleis, Dave - - - 40 R Belanger, WillamV. - - + 61 DFL Berglin, Linda + + +
16 R Wergin, Betsy L. - - - 4 R Michel, Geoff - - + 62 DFL Skoglund, Wes + + +
17 R Nienow, Sean R. - - - 42 R Hann, David - - - 63 DFL Ranum, JaneB. + + +
18 R Dille, Steve - - + 43 R Gaither, David - - - 64 DFL Cohen, Richard + + +
19 R Ourada, Mark - 0 0 44 DFL Kelley, Steve + + + 65 DFL Pappas, Sandra + + +
20 DFL  Kubly, Gary W. - + + 45 DFL  Rest, Ann H. + + + 66 DFL  Anderson, Ellen + + +
21 R Frederickson, Dennis - - - 46 DFL Scheid, Linda + + + 67 DFL Moua, Mee + + +
22 DFL Vickerman, Jim + + + 47 DFL Foley, Leo T. + + + . .

23 DFL Hottinger, John C. + + + 48 R Jungbauer, Michael - - - _'_:'nd JIRLIT sengtor and representative at:

24 R Rosen, Julie A. - - - 49 R Johnson, DebbieJ. - - - http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/

25 R Neuville, Thomas M. - - - " 651-296-2803 or 1-877-600-3683




NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 2003-04 Legislative Scorecard cont.

Explanation of HOUSE 2004 votes

1. Representative Slawik moved to amend HF 1681 to require the “Women'’s Right to Know” Act to be medically and factually accurate, thereby de-
bunking the link between abortion and breast cancer. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota supported the amendment; it failed 39-90.

2. Representative Wilkin moved to amend HF 352 to allow parental access to minor’'s medical records. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed the

amendment; it passed 86-47.

District Party NAME 1 2 District Party NAME 1 2 District Party NAME 1 2
01A R Penas, Maxine - - 23B DFL Dorn, John - - 46A DFL Nelson, Michael + +
01B DFL Lieder, Bernie - - 24A R Gunther, Bob - - 46B DFL Hilstrom, Debra + +
02A DFL Eken, Kent - - 24B R Cornish, Tony - - 47A R Haas, Bill 0o -
02B R Lindgren, Doug - - 25A R Brod, Laura - - 47B R Olsen, Stephanie - -
03A DFL Anderson, Irv - - 25B R Cox, Ray -+ 48A R Hackbarth, Tom - -
03B DFL Solberg, Loren -+ 26A R Ruth, Connie 0 - 438B R Abeler, Jim - -
04A R Fuller, Doug - - 26B R Boudreau, Lynda - - 49A R DelLaForest, Chris - -
04B R Howes, Larry - - 27A R Dorman, Dan + + 49B R Tingelstad, Kathy - 0
05A DFL Rukavina, Tom + + 27B R Anderson, Jeff - - 50A DFL Goodwin, Barbara + +
05B DFL Sertich, Anthony + 4+ 28A R Dempsey, Jerry - - 50B R Samuelson, Char - -
06A DFL Dill, David - - 28B R Sviggum, Steve - - 51A R Westerberg, Andrew - -
06B DFL Murphy, Mary - - 29A R Demmer, Randy - - 51B DFL Bernardy, Connie + +
07A DFL Huntley, Thomas + + 29B R Bradley, Fran - - 52A R Vandeveer, Ray - -
07B DFL Jaros, Mike + + 30A R Nelson, Carla - - 52B DFL Otto, Rebecca + +
08A DFL Hilty, Bill + + 30B R Kuisle, William - - 53A R Krinkie, Philip - -
08B R Soderstrom, Judy - - 31A DFL Pelowski, Gene - - 53B R Meslow, Doug - -
09A R Lanning, Morrie - - 31B R Davids, Gregory - - 54A DFL Greiling, Mindy + -
09B DFL Marqguart, Paul - - 32A R Lindner, Arlon - - 54B R Jacobson, Carl - -
10A R Nornes, Bud - - 32B R Kurt Zellers - - 55A DFL Wasiluk, Scott + +
10B R Simpson, Dean - - 33A R Smith, Steve - - 55B DFL Slawik, Nora + +
11A R Westrom, Torrey - - 33B R Sykora, Barb - - 56A R Lipman, Eric - -
11B DFL Otremba, Mary Ellen - - 34A R Kohls, Paul - - 56B R Klinzing, Karen - -
12A R Walz, Dale - - 34B R Hoppe, Joe - - 57A DFL Sieben, Katie + +
12B R Blaine, Greg - - 35A R Beard, Michael - - 57B R McNamara, Denny -+
13A R Heidgerken, Bud - - 35B R Buesgens, Mark - - 58A DFL Mullery, Joe + +
13B DFL Juhnke, Al -+ 36A R Holberg, Mary Liz - - 58B DFL Ellison, Keith + +
14A R Severson, Dan - - 36B R Strachan, Steve - - 59A DFL Biernat, Len + +
14B R Stang, Doug - - 37A R Gerlach, Chris - - 59B DFL Kahn, Phyllis + +
15A R Knoblach, Jim - - 37B R Ozment, Dennis - - Kelliher, Margaret

15B DFL Opatz, Joe -+ 38A R Wilkin, Tim - - 60A DFL Anderson + o+
16A R Erickson, Sondra - - 38B R Wardlow, Lynn - - 60B DFL Hornstein, Frank + +
16B R Olson, Mark - - 39A DFL Pugh, Thomas + + 61A DFL Clark, Karen + +
17A R Eastlund, Rob - - 39B DFL Atkins, Joe + + 61B DFL Walker, Neva + +
17B R Nelson, Peter - - 40A R Powell, Duke - - 62A DFL Davnie, Jim + o+
18A R Newman, Scott - - 40B DFL Lenczewski, Ann -+ 62B DFL Wagenius, Jean 0o +
18B R Urdahl, Dean - - 41A R Erhardt, Ron + + 63A DFL Thissen, Paul + +
19A R Anderson, Bruce - - 41B R Seagren, Alice - - 63B DFL Larson, Dan + +
19B R Borrell, Dick - - 42A R Adolphson, Peter - - 64A DFL Entenza, Matt + +
20A DFL Peterson, Aaron - - 42B R Paulsen, Erik - - 64B DFL Paymar, Michael + +
20B DFL Koenen, Lyle - - 43A R Johnson, Jeff - - 65A DFL Thao, Cy + +
21A R Seifert, Marty - - 43B R Abrams, Ron + + 65B DFL Mariani, Carlos 0o +
21B R Finstad, Brad - - 44A R Rhodes, Jim + + 66A DFL Lesch, John + +
22A R Magnus, Doug - - 44B DFL Latz, Ron + + 66B DFL Hausman, Alice + +
22B R Harder, Elaine - - 45A R Osterman, Lynne - - 67A DFL Mahoney, Tim + +
23A R Swenson, Howard - - 45B DFL Carlson, Lyndon + + 67B DFL Johnson, Sheldon 0 +
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NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota goes undercover to determine how Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) mislead, misinform, and scare women fac-
ing unintended pregnancies. By Julie Ingmire Seminitis, guest reporter and Saint Cloud CPC Campaign Coordinator

Two years ago, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota launched a series of
undercover investigations of Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) in St.
A O oser Look: Cloud. These investigations re-

Crisis Pregnancy Centers Vealed some very disturbing and

. dangerous actions. CPC
Crisis Pregnancy Centers . N . )
are the “provider” arm of counselors” provided false infor-

the anti-choice novenent.  Mation and used shame to coerce

h ol ead | . women into continuing an un-

ey msiead people 1NntO ,.nneq pregnancy. Examples of
believing they are real the shocking behavior our investi
medi cal facilities offering € Shocking behavior our Invest-

support and information to gators uncovered include:

wonen faci ng unintended . A CPC “counselor” said,
pr;agnanc! es. They U?g M S- “Premarital sex is a sin and that all
Information, = Intimdation gng 56 equal...that she may as

and anti-choice propaganda . "
to prevent women . from well be out there robbing banks.

exercising their right to - An investigator was criticized by
choose. a “counselor” for the number of sex-

ual partners she had and was told
that the only way for her to atone for her sins is to have the baby.

A “counselor” falsely told an investigator that condoms fail 15-25%
of the time and that abortion causes breast cancer and sterility.

Last fall a group of student activists began a second series of under-
cover investigations of two St. Cloud area CPCs. Here is what we
learned about how CPCs have changed, how they have stayed the
same, and what is being done to stop them.

STD Testing. One St. Cloud CPC now offers free testing for sexually
transmitted diseases. It is not clear what range of tests is offered or
what type of “counseling” accompanies with these tests. This is worri-
some considering the emphasis placed on abstinence and the sham-
ing tactics used by CPC counselors.

“Fake clinics” rarely have trained medical practitioners available. One
woman was told, “the doctor isn't used to the ultrasound machine - but
he can usually get it to work.”

Misleading and false information about abortion. One woman was told
“most people are suicidal after an abortion” and “most women leave an
abortion with pieces of the baby still inside of them.” Volunteers at the
CPCs continue to perpetuate the myth that abortion causes breast
cancer. The National Institute of Health and Minnesota Department of
Health dispute the link between abortion and breast cancer.

Shaming and scare tactics. One CPC volunteer described an abortion
procedure that she purportedly experienced, she “was injected with
chemicals that burned her baby to death.” Another CPC volunteer
stated that the doctor uses a “suction thing” to “suck pieces of the
baby out” and then “put it on a strainer to make sure all the pieces of
the baby are out.” One volunteer told a woman that she was “haunted
her entire life” by her decision to have an abortion as a teenager.
Most women were told that there would be no way for them to keep
their decision private. Both of the CPCs called women at home after

Did You Know?

Ultrasounds.
the two in St. Cloud, now perform
ultrasounds. Crisis Pregnancy Centers

) : ; . (Prenat al
nationwide believe that performing | a.omend t hat
sonograms early in a pregnancy will|nrescribes it for
push women to decide to continue | ener gy t hat
their pregnancy. According to a 2002 devel opnent .
article in the National Review, the Ex-

to fetal devel opnent.

choice CPC said, “Once she sees the
baby in her womb, 99 percent of the

time she’ll chose to have that baby.” ey

i mpact

says that
one’s rights

ceive ultrasounds from their abortion|sgcij al

decision.

Many CPCs, including|The Food and Drug Adm nistration warns that ‘
of ultrasound is both inappropriate and potentially harnful
According to
U trasound Portraits Draw Criticism 4/20/04),
ultrasounds only be done when a physician women come in pregnant

nmedi cal
is absorbed by the tissues and can effect

. : . |The FDA is currently looking into the |egal
ecutive Director of a New York anti- non_prescribed use of ultrasounds.

The American Institute of
t he use of
. is a
This ignores the fact that women  re-|cgncerned that when the ultrasound is used for psychol ogical,
or entertainment purposes,
providers and it doesn’t sway theirithe appropriate care and counseling when a probl em pregnancy

being asked not to.

use Exaggerate unreliability of
birth_control. One volun-
on NPR teer said, “you would be
t hey surprised at how many

non- nedi cal

recent report

pur poses. U trasounds

rel ease on the pill.” Another volun-
fetal teer said, “Oh you were
using condoms? Yep, we
just had one of them last
week.”  Most volunteers
U trasound and Medicine's Law ence focus on promoting mar-
ultrasound to sway decision and|riage, group dating, absti-
technology.” Platt is nence, and declare,
_ “Sexual intimacy is a gift
recel ve from God to procreate.”

ram fi cati ons of

“m suse of

t he patient may not

CPCscont.onp. 7
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Organization is #1 Fundraiser 7 weeks in a row

In our last newsletter we announced our participation in the
Headwaters Foundation Walk for Justice. Since then, pro-choice
activists have kept the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Walkers team in
the number one spot for fundraising! With 100 teams currently signed
up to participate, it's a proud accomplishment! But we still have a way
to go to meet our goal in time for the Walk on September 19, 2004.

What is the Walk for Justice?
The Walk for Justice, currently in its 9" year, is organized by the
Headwaters Foundation, a social change organization that provides
grants and organizational assistance to grassroots groups addressing
the root causes of injustice in our community. Headwaters puts on the
annual event to raise awareness, solidarity and financial support for
Twin Cities grassroots organizations that work to correct social, racial,
economic, and environmental injustice. Dozens of groups walk to-
gether along a three mile course that begins at Boom Island Park in
Minneapolis, displaying banners and signs, celebrating together the
( ) important work being

done in our communities.
Activists can join our team in two ways: How can | get
(1) Sign up on the Walk for Justice website. j,\o|ved?
Go to www.walkforjustice.org. Click on g5ch team at the Walk
“Register Here.” Click on “Join a Team.” (acruits activists to walk

Select the NARAL Pro-Choice Minne- tor their cause. When
sota Foundation team. you walk with NARAL
(2) Contact Laura at 651.602.7655 or Pro-Choice  Minnesota,

lauram@ prochoiceminnesota.org.

What if | don’t want to walk?
Going to be out of town on September 19? tional efforts, including
Not up for a three mile walk? You can still our student organizing
help our effortst Anyone can gather program, our research on
pledges to support our team. Even if you're reproductive healthcare
not going to walk, you can set up a personal access, our emergency
fundraising page on www.walkforjustice.org contraception availability
with your picture and the reason you sup- campaign, our crisis
port NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota. And pregnancy center investi-
anyone can go to our team page on gdations, and many more
www.walkforjustice.org and make a tax- €xciting programs. See

deductible pledge to support our team. the box (at right/left) to
join our team.

the money you raise will
help support our educa-

144 + '/ ./ mnin , ./ 14 _ *

Is your membership current? Check above your name on the address
label to see if you're about to stop receiving the Pro-Choice Minnesota
News! Use the envelope in this newsletter or go to
www.ProChoiceMinnesota.org if you need to renew.

l## " /
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NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Canvassers knock on doors throughout
the state, building membership and support.

" % &$

Last May, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota started something it hasn’t done
in over a decade. We began a summer-long canvass program to bring
the pro-choice message to Minnesota voters. The purpose of the cam-
paign was to educate supporters, gather petition signatures, and recruit
new members.

Our staff of dedicated activists went door-to-door in key areas of the Twin
Cities area, from Northeast Minneapolis to Red Wing.
Canvassers educated people about threats to reproductive freedom in
Minnesota, across the country, and around the world. They told voters
about the Pawlenty and Bush records on a woman'’s right to choose and
the importance for pro-choicers to act before it’s too late.

This incredible group of grassroots organizers made history by jump start-
ing a unigue new pro-choice canvassing program. Here are some of their
accomplishments over the last three months:

The canvass is poised to double our dues-paying
membership by the end of the summer!

We quadrupled the number of members in Cannon Falls. In
Little Canada, we increased our dues-paying membership ten-
fold!

Over 100 new pro-choice activists and volunteers have been
recruited!

Our grassroots email network, the Choice Action Network,
grew by 50% from the canvass!

Canvassers collected over 4200 citizen postcards to Gover-
nor Pawlenty demanding he support family planning, compre-
hensive sex ed, and access to emergency contraception!

CPCs cont. from p.6

This project has engaged more than a dozen student activists. After
mvestlgatlng CPCs, students took the following actions:
Staffed an informational table at St. Cloud State University for a
semester, educating students about CPCs
Designed a “Fake Clinic” display located in a high-traffic campus
area for two weeks
Presented their experience in the investigation to classes, reach-
ing nearly 100 students
Distributed posters in residence halls and other campus areas

The deceptive practices of CPCs have been exposed and aware-
ness of these fake clinics is slowly but surely creeping throughout
the St. Cloud community. Students are sharing their stories with
their friends, co-workers, and families. The extreme anti-choice
agendas of CPCs must be revealed.
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