How the High Court
Could Overturn Roe...
While Denying It Did

Second article in series

Everyone reading this newsletter knows
that the reelection of President George W.
Bush combined with Justice Rehnquist’s
impending retirement, likely in June, the
pro-choice ruling of Roe v. Wade is in
imminent peril. Without Roe at least 19
states would quickly outlaw abortion, with
19 or more states possibly following suit.
(See box on “Trigger Law” in South Dakota
on page 4.)

However, pro-choice Minnesotans must
also recognize the degree to which women
could lose their reproductive freedom even
without an explicit overturning of Roe.
Long ago anti-choice activists realized that
“chipping away” at various aspects of
women’s reproductive freedom is the most
effective way to restrict that freedom as it
often goes unnoticed by America’s pro-
choice majority and the media.
Regardless of whether they admit to the
goal of overturning Roe, social
conservative efforts in court rooms and
legislatures across the country may result
in new restrictions on abortion which could
survive the constitutional scrutiny of either

(Continued on page 4)

Get Educated: Participants will learn the many issues facing reproductive rights this legislative

session.

Get Empowered: Even though legislators love hearing from constituents, most people have
never met with their state legislator. Participants will be trained in lobbying basics, and then put

Lobby Day

Pro-Choice Minnesotans to Bring

Their Message to Legislature

Thursday, April 14, 2005 is the two-year anniversary of Governor
Pawlenty signing into law the most significant restriction on
abortion in Minnesota: the 24-hour waiting period. Pro-choice
Minnesotans from across the state will mark the anniversary by
making their voices heard at the Capitol. Here are the top 5
reasons to join us as we show our legislators that Minnesota is
pro-choice!

their new lobbying skills to work by meeting with their legislators.

Be a Voice for Choice: No matter their stance on the issue, legislators need to hear from their
pro-choice constituents. Lobby Day is the perfect opportunity for you to show your legislator that

people in their district are paying attention to pro-choice issues.

Beat the MCCL: The MN Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) will also be at the Capitol that
day. Our paths will probably not cross, but we want to make sure that legislators hear more from

pro-choicers than from anti-choicers!

Rally! From 12:15-1pm we will hold a rally
and press conference on the steps of the
Capitol. If you can'’t be at the rest of Lobby
Day, join us for the rally and help us prove
that there is a pro-choice majority in
Minnesotal!

Register for Lobby Day and out find more
at www.ProChoiceMinnesota.org or call
651-602-7655.
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8th Annual Wine & Beer Tasting
Featuring Chocolate Delights

If you are pro-choice and pro-chocolate, then we have a deal for you! NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota invites supporters and friends to our 8" Annual Wine & Beer Tasting
featuring Chocolate Delights. Not only will you be sampling unique wine and beer
donated from local vineyards and retailers, but also chocolate candies and desserts
donated from various businesses and restaurants throughout the Twin Cities metro area!

This year the event will be held Monday, April 11™ from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Jitters
Bar & Café, located at 205 East Hennepin Ave in Minneapolis. Jitters will prepare
and serve light appetizers for the evening.

Tickets for the 8" Annual NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Wine & Beer Tasting featuring
Chocolate Delights are available on-line at www.prochoiceminnesota.org or by calling
651-602-7655 during regular office hours. The preferred donation is $45 per individual,

and $25 for students/volunteers.

Monday, April 11th, 2005
6pm to 8pm
Appetizers prepared & served by

Jitters Bar & Cafe
Preferred donation - $45

Volunteers and students - $25
Non-alcoholic beverages will
also be available.
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5 Reasons To Support NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota!

There are many reasons why you should support NARAL with your contribution. The anti-choice
community will go to great lengths to undermine the progress we have made over the last few
decades. Here are ways you can counteract their efforts:

1. Support Our Lobby Day — On Thursday, April 14", pro-choice Minnesotans will be storming
the Capitol to make their voices heard as they talk with their legislators about Choice issues.
Your support will ensure that we will be able to provide all attendees with the resources
needed to successfully lobby their legislator.

2. Support Our Pro-Choice Field Canvass - For the last few months, our pro-choice field
canvassers have been knocking on the doors of people like you who are concerned about the
future of Choice in Minnesota and motivated to help elect a pro-choice governor in 2006. We
have received a great response so far, but in order to keep the efforts going forward we need
your help. A campaign such as this is extremely expensive! Consider a contribution today.

3. Support the Fight Against the MCCL — The MN Citizens Concerned for Life organization
has an exorbitant budget. In fact, their budget is at least 4 times that of NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota. We need your financial support to wage the many important battles ahead.

4. Support Our Student Organizing Program — We have over a dozen paid interns on college
campuses throughout the state, working hard to educate students about what's going on in
Minnesota regarding Choice. Your contribution helps subsidize their great work.

5. Support Our Website — www.SaveTheCourtMN.org — We must hold our Senators
accountable! By visiting this website, you are able to send a direct message to Minnesota
Senators Coleman and Dayton that you will oppose any Supreme Court nominee who doesn’t
support Roe v. Wade. Get active and support this initiative today!




New Staffer at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

Misty Worley

Before working with NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota | worked as a Field Manager
and Assistant Canvass Director for Clean Water Action in Minneapolis. During
my time at Clean Water Action | worked on the Wellstone/Mondale campaign and

also did some work on the Get out the Vote effort for Minnesota.

Last year | was given the opportunity to lead the first and only pro-choice field
canvass we have seen in almost 20 years. We were very successful and due to item to
that success NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota has decided to hit the ground
running again this year. Once again | have been given the opportunity to lead
this project and | am currently recruiting incredibly dedicated individuals to be a
part of this team. We are all very excited to be working with NARAL Pro-Choice

Minnesota once again and to
focus our talents and energy on
such a crucial issue. We are
looking forward to much
success. Go team!

Read more about
the new field

canvass program
Staff member Misty Worley posing with Sarah

Weddington during a recent Minnesota
appearance. Sarah Weddington was the
attorney who successfully argued the
landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade case before the
Supreme Court.

on page 5.

Going Once, Going Twice... SOLD!
2005 House Tour & Silent Auction

NARAL is beginning to plan the Annual House Tour and
Silent Auction which is held in the fall. We are currently
looking for auction items — big and small - to be bid on by the
many pro-choice attendees.

Promote your business by donating an

the Silent Auction! Gift (o)
certificates to restaurants, bookstores, n
movie theaters and clothing stores are :H:I:“:
always a hit.

Not a business owner? You can still support our efforts.
Consider donating frequent flyer miles, a weekend stay at
your cabin, guitar lessons, or even the fruits of your
labor—a couple hours of lawn work, a knitted scarf, a hand-
sewn quilt... the possibilities are endless!

Have tickets to a play or sporting event you won't be
attending — donate them to the auction! Just plain stuff
such as a DVD player, television, or Ipod go over really well,
too. Contact Erin at erinb@prochoiceminnesota.org or 651-
602-7655.

Staff of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

Erin Broton Development Director

Robynne Curlee Organizing Director

Tina Higgins Office Manager

Nira Ly Student Organizer

Nikki Madsen Abortion Provider Expansion Project Coordinator*
Derek Burrows Reise Communication & Campaign Director
Tim Stanley Executive Director

Misty Worley Canvass Director

* The Abortion Provider Expansion Project is a collaborative program between
the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation and Pro-Choice Resources.

About NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota

The mission of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota (a 501 c(4) non-profit
organization) is to develop and sustain a constituency that uses the
political process to guarantee every woman the right to make personal
decisions regarding the full range of reproductive choices, including
preventing unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and
choosing legal abortion.

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation is a 501 c(3) tax-
deductible non-profit organization. The Foundation® mission is to
educate citizens about past, present, and future reproductive health
issues. Our educational programs work in the areas of student
organizing, research, public education, and leadership development to
promote reproductive policies that give women real choices in their
lives.

The NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Election Fund is a state political
fund devoted to electing pro-choice candidates to state office.




Continued from page 1

the current Supreme Court, or a Supreme Court with more anti-choice justices.

Examples of ways the Supreme Court could further curtail abortion rights without explicitly overturning Roe include:

The Court could uphold abortion bans on certain abortion procedures essentially eliminating abortion after the first trimester.

The Court could eliminate a woman’s health as a reason for her to terminate a pregnancy post-viability.

The Court could uphold mandatory waiting periods for women seeking abortions as long as 48 hours or more.

The Court could strike down federal and state laws designed to protect women'’s access to abortion
clinics by preventing them from being harassed by anti-choice extremists.

The Court could uphold laws that require abused minors seeking abortions to notify their abusive

parents.

The Court could uphold a waiting period following parental notification by a minor exceeding 48

hours.

The Court could uphold TRAP (Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers) regulations that subject
providers to burdensome restrictions not applied to other medical professionals and are often
presented with deceptive and cynical claims about protecting health and safety (such as
requirements that abortions be performed in facilities licensed as “ambulatory surgical centers” as

early as the first trimester.)

Regardless of whether the Supreme Court explicitly
overturns its decision in Roe, it is abundantly clear that
women can no longer count on Roe to safeguard their
reproductive freedom. Anti-choice forces are actively
“chipping away” at our freedoms in ways likely be
found constitutional if the Supreme Court continues to
eviscerate Roe’s holding. If successful, their efforts
will greatly reduce access to abortion services for
women across the country — despite the reproductive
rights guaranteed women by the Constitution.

“Trigger Law” Banning Abortion
Signed By South Dakota Governor

Last month South Dakota Governor Gov. Michael
Rounds signed into a law a measure that would
automatically ban abortions in South Dakota--except
in cases where a woman® life is in danger--if the
Supreme Court overturns Roe vs. Wade and returns
the laws on abortion back to the states. The law
goes into effect on July 1, 2005. Doctors who
perform illegal abortions could receive up to two
years in prison.

Roe v. Wade:
The particulars

In 1973, the Supreme Court in Roe v. Wade recognized a woman'’s right to choose under
the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, ruling that any law intruding upon
the fundamental right of a woman to decide whether to terminate her pre-viability
pregnancy must survive a demanding standard of review known as “strict scrutiny.” The
only member of the current Court who took part in the 7-2 Roe decision is then-dissenting
Justice William Rehnquist. Roe remained the law of the land until 1992 when the Court
handed down its decision in Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey.
The composition of the Court had changed considerably over the intervening years, and
many observers were predicting that the Casey decision would overturn Roe. However,
the Casey Court upheld the basic right to choose, although it limited that right considerably
(notice not overturning Roe but severely restricting it).

Casey sharply divided the Court, and in the end, neither the pro-choice nor the anti-choice
justices carried the day. The controlling opinion in Casey was written jointly by Justices
Kennedy, O’Connor and Souter — the three “swing” justices. The opinion rejected Roe’s
“strict scrutiny” standard; instead, according to the opinion, a state may not impose an
“undue burden” on a woman’s right to choose prior to viability. Anti-choice activists
regarded this vague and less exacting standard as an opportunity to push their agenda,
and the Casey decision initiated an era in which an abundance of tougher laws restricting a
woman'’s right to choose was enacted. In the Court’'s ensuing efforts to clarify the “undue
burden” standard, very few laws restricting abortion have been struck down.




Roadmap to Victory Released
A Pro-Choice Campaign for 2005-2006

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota recently released our plan to take back Minnesota. The focus is to educate, mobilize, and activate the pro-choice majority in our state. Not since
before Roe v. Wade has Choice been in such jeopardy. Below is a preview of the plan. Get the full details at www.ProChoiceMinnesota.org.
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Pro-Choice Field Canvass Program Unveiled
Pro-Choice Organizers to Blanket Neighborhoods

As part of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s campaign to take back Minnesota, we have
recently started a new and exciting program to awaken the pro-choice majority.

Paid pro-choice organizers are now knocking on doors in Twin Cities communities. They are
talking to people about current threats to Choice, asking them to become NARAL Pro-Choice
Minnesota members, and having them take action. Currently, staff are getting pro-choice
citizens to contact Senators Dayton and Coleman in anticipation to a U.S. Supreme Court
vacancy.

On March 16, 2005, pro-choice volunteers and supporters were invited to an “Open House” al  \aRAL Pro-Choice Minnesota canvass staff with pro-choice
the canvass office in Saint Paul, celebrating this new, year-long program. Pro-choice House Rep. Bernardy at the Mar. 16 canvass office Open House.
Minority Leader Connie Bernardy spoke about the importance of Choice and welcomed the

new effort. Executive Director Tim Stanley told attendees that this is one of the most ambitious undertakings in the history of the organization.

The field staff is currently comprised of seven seasoned organizers. We hope to double the staff by summer. Keep your eyes open for our field staff
in your neighborhood and be sure to thank them for their hard work!




Without Providers, There is No Choice...
The Shadowing Program of the Abortion Provider Expansion Project

“Staff was great and patients were very cooperative. This was a very
informative experience...my best shadowing experience to date.”

“I found this experience invaluable! | felt many complex emotions
throughout the day and came out with a great appreciation towards the
clinic staff and a sense of respect towards the woman | saw that day.”

The quotes above come from medical students who participated in the
Abortion Clinic Shadowing Experience during the 2004-2005 academic
year. This experience gives students the crucial opportunity, which is
not available in current medical school curriculum, to following abortion
providers and clinic staff at work in area clinics. During this one-day
experience, students have the ability to observe patient interviews and
counseling before the procedure, ultrasounds, medical abortion
counseling, surgical abortion procedures, and post-procedural care of
patients.

In only the first five months of this academic year, 17 medical students
and 8 nursing students have signed up to participate in the Abortion
Provider Expansion Project (APEP) shadowing program. Sixteen
medical students and five nursing students have completed the
shadowing program at the
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time that this article was

decision as a medical student to
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84% (n=10), 8% (n=1), 8% (n=1)

than three times the number of participants of all of last year.

The feedback from the program has been extremely positive, one
student noted on a post experience survey that the “experience was
very powerful and only strengthened my resolve.” Other students
recognized the complexity of becoming a provider and the obstacles
involved in becoming a provider. Many report that the experience
solidified their views towards abortion and enforced the necessity of
training the next generation of providers.

As more students become involved in APEP programs, many more
student colleagues approach us with questions and curiosity. All of us
who have completed the shadowing
experience are thankful to be able
to share this with our classmates

What was the most valuable part of
this experience?

. . . ) Viewing fetal
and to bring this experience into our  tissue
. . Understanig
medical school setting. The howan
accompanying graphs below show abc‘l’i:i'g“
what medical students have said operates
. . . Viewing a
about their shadowing experience sugical

abortion

on confidential exit surveys.

42% (n=5), 42% (n=5) & 16%
In addition to the shadowing program, APEP provides many other
invaluable opportunities to medical and nursing students, residents and
physicians including setting up abortion externships, patient escort
training, and facilitating small grants to support initiatives focused on
race, gender and reproductive health disparities.

APEP is a joint project of Pro-Choice Resources and the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
Foundation, made possible by grants from the Jay & Rose Phillips Family Foundation
and the Women® Foundation of Minnesota.

We need the following items! If you have them around, please consider making a donation. Contact info@prochoiceminnesota.org or 651-602-7655 if interested.

Laser Printer (less than 3 yrs old)

Desktop or Laptop Computer (Windows NT or XP; Office 2000 or
newer; Ethernet or network card; any size hard drive and RAM)

Oversized Envelopes

Folders

Glue sticks, markers, pens, and pencils
Filing cabinet

Whiteboard

Carpet (large blocks, in decent condition)

Mini-fridge

Microwave

Fax machine

VCR and/or DVD player

Hospitality items: snacks, pop, bottled water, candy, etc.




This past winter with much fanfare and
gubernatorial adoration, the MCCL introduced
their “The Positive Alternatives Act” (PAA). As
written, PAA would not do anything to stanch
the epidemic of unplanned pregnancies in this
state. Instead this initiative would implicate the
state in a scheme to mislead and misinform
women and significantly improve the fortunes
of Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) by
granting $4 million in direct support and an
additional $1 million in grants to advertise for
the more than 130 CPCs in the state.

Based on all available evidence, PAA is an
attempt by the MCCL to both resuscitate their
image — albeit with a hollow plan disguised as
legitimate public policy - and to act as a
diversion for their true aim: eliminating the
right to choose for Minnesota’s most
vulnerable young women by making it more
difficult for them to access a waiver from

All in a Days Work for the MCCL

parental notification from a judge.

Virtually all of the coverage flowing from the
Capitol this winter has been focused on the
PAA; but no one should be fooled. Though
they think no one is paying attention, we know
that the MCCL has been busily hammering
away at a women'’s right to choose for months.
The MCCL’s most egregious initiative making
its way through the legislature seeks to further
restrict young women’s access to abortion
services by imposing a number of burdensome
reporting requirements on abortion providers
and targeting judges who grant judicial
bypasses. The so-called “Parental Notification
Data Act” has nothing to do with improving the
public health but everything to do with
harassing doctors and intimidating judges.

Currently, Minnesota'’s parental notification law
states that a minor may only obtain an abortion

Why Minnesota Should Not Fund CPCs

Raiding the State Treasury to Mislead Women
Harassing Doctors and Intimidating Judges

more than 48 hours after written notice has
been delivered to and signed by both parents.
A minor may obtain an abortion without
notification only by (1) declaring she is a victim
of abuse or neglect, or (2) by securing a court
order from a judge stating that she is mature
and capable of informed consent or that an
abortion is in her best interest. The “Parental
Notification Data Act” is intended to make
judges think twice before they grant a waiver to
a minor seeking an abortion.

Regrettably, violence has recently struck
courtrooms in Atlanta and Chicago. These
attention grabbing events shouldn’'t desensitize
us to the sensitivity of judicial proceedings.
The safety of state judges should be taken
under consideration and that the legislature
should do everything possible to protect the
well-being of our judiciary rather passing
legislation that targets certain judges.

Crisis Pregnancy Centers (CPCs) are the ‘provider’ arm of the anti-choice movement. They usually offer free pregnancy testing, counseling, supplies, and ultrasounds to women with
unplanned pregnancies. They do not offer all options (birth, adoption, abortion) to a woman, and they generally refuse to provide referrals to real medical clinics.

CPCs advertise as ‘clinics,” have appearance of medical facilities, but rarely have trained medical professionals. They offer medical testing and counseling but in fact
rarely have licensed doctors, nurses, or counselors. They are not required to register with any state offices relating to health, and are unregulated.

CPCs are not subject to medical privacy or confidentiality standards, and are not covered under HIPAA (the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act). As a

result, a CPC could publicize health information shared with a CPC or harass a woman, even after her procedure.

CPCs give women misleading and false information about the health and psychological risks of abortion. They try to convince women that having an abortion is
dangerous and will have severe repercussions on the rest of her life.

CPCs commonly choose a name and location similar to an actual abortion clinic to confuse women seeking abortions into entering their clinics.

CPCs often deliver information to women that is gruesome and is filled with violent images and language. These fear tactics stay with a woman regardless of her

situation.

There are approximately 130 Crisis Pregnancy Centers in Minnesota (3,000 nationally) and only 7 clinics that offer the full range of reproductive health services. The
most common CPCs are Birthright, New Life, Life Care Centers, and Seton Services/Catholic Charities.
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