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Bush Administration Proposal to Severely Limit Access to Contraception 

A Letter from Executive         
Director Linnea House 

As you have probably heard by 
now, the Bush Administration 
has launched yet another attack 
on women's reproductive health 
care with a draft proposal that 
would limit the rights of patients to 
receive complete and accurate 
health information and services.  
The proposal would allow feder-
ally-funded health care providers 
to refuse to provide a range of re-
productive health services based on their 
personal, non-medical beliefs.  
 
This proposal expands federal “refusal” 
laws.  Already, institutions and individuals who receive federal funding can deny 
abortion or sterilization services based on their personal, non-medical religious 
beliefs.  And any entity that receives federal health dollars – including state gov-
ernments – can lose those funds if they “discriminate” against health care facili-
ties, medical personnel, or insurance plans for refusing to provide, cover, or refer 
for abortions.  Under the proposed regulations, this would apply to birth control, 
too. 
 
There's more: in a sweeping move that once again demonstrates the Admini-
stration's complete disregard for established scientific and medical findings, 
the proposal would redefine many types of contraception as abortion.  
 
You read that right: birth control would equal abortion.  
 
 The proposal expands the definition of “abortion” under federal law to include 
any drug or procedure that interferes with the implantation of a fertilized egg. 
This broad, medically inaccurate definition would apply to the Pill, Plan B 
(emergency contraception), the IUD, and other contraceptive methods – all of 
which can prevent pregnancy after fertilization (although that’s not the primary 
way birth control works). 
 
This rule, if enacted, could divert federal funding intended for family planning 
programs to crisis pregnancy centers - fake clinics that misinform women about 

abortion care. This rule could also override a Minnesota law that requires all 
emergency rooms in the state to offer emergency contraception to sexual assault 
survivors who go the emergency room after an attack.  
 
And yet there is no indication from the Bush Administration that they will table 
their proposal.  
 
With just over 14 weeks to go until the General Election on November 4th, this 
proposal is a stark reminder of how important it is that we elect pro-choice leaders 
at all levels, from our state legislature to Congress, to the President.  
 
That is why your membership is so vital to NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota.  
As the pro-choice leader in Minnesota, we can turn out the majority pro-
choice vote and elect pro-choice leaders up and down the ballot.  
 
Together, we can elect leaders who will stand up for women's rights, not trample 
them. We need a pro-choice president to undo the damage wrought by eight years 
of the Bush Administration.  
 
Please renew your membership today.  
 
 

From left to right: Representative Erin Murphy, Representative Sheldon Johnson,  Executive Director of Minnesota Coalition Against Sexual Assault Donna 
Dunn, Executive Director of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Linnea House, Dr. Lynn Hagadorn, Speaker of the House Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Represen-
tative Tom Huntley, and Representative Paul Thissen.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota and MNCASA held a press conference on July 29th to address the im-

plications of the draft negotiation on Minnesota women. 

See Inside for: 
Legislative Scorecard 

Staff Bios 
Upcoming Events 
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550 Rice Street 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55103 

 

651-602-7655 �  651-602-7658 fax 
www.ProChoiceMinnesota.org  
info@ProChoiceMinnesota.org  

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Board of Directors 

Cindy Aegerter  Ana Allen 
Louis Asher Holly Davis 
Theresa DeRusha  Barbara Elliott     
Kristen Gast Erin Ghere                          
Kimberly Johnson Vanessa Martin 
Robin Martinek Deborah Peterson  
Sara Radjenovic Sarah Woolever  
  

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
Foundation 

Board of Directors 
Gabriel Anderson Robert Benjamin, MD  
Amy Brugh Julie Ingmire Seminitis 
Jessica Jerney Laura McCarty                         
Doug Micko                                  Rozamond Sather 
Ann Seguin                                   Ellen Smart                              

 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 

Election Fund 
Board of Directors 

Cindy Aegerter Allan Bernard  
Jim Bernstein Terrell Brown 
Theresa DeRusha Dawn Erlandson 
Luanne Koskinen Lisa McDonald  
Heidi Stennes 

Staff of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota  
Amanda Baldwin  Canvasser 
Jesse Barstad Canvasser 
Magda Bilska Canvasser 
Eric Blom Election Research Intern 
Andrea Boelke Canvasser 
Dan Buck Grassroots Organizer 
Stacey Burns APEP Coordinator*  
Jenna Carlson Membership Office 
  Administrator 
Stephanie Charboneau Canvasser 
Eliza Christopher Phone Canvasser 
Rose Coleman Canvasser 
Sarah Condon Canvasser 
Ashley Fleck Canvasser 
Julie Gaynin Canvasser 
Missy Golke   Deputy Director of  
  Membership & 
  Development 
Lisa Gulya Canvasser 
Jessica Hausauer Canvasser 
Meghan Hein Canvasser 
Christopher Holoyda Canvasser 
Linnea House Executive Director 
Candice Johnson Canvasser 
Cheyenne Johnson Canvasser 
David Johnson Canvasser 
Elissa Johnson Canvasser 
Eva Johnson Election Coordinator 
Nicholas Keener Field Manager 
Whitney Lawrence  Canvasser 
Adam Lutterman  Phone Canvasser &
  Trainer 
Sonja Mathiesen  Canvasser 
Tessa Mayer  Field Manager 
Lindsay Moore  Field Manager 
Daniel Parkinson Canvasser 
Britt Pennington  Office Manager 
Lisa Peplinski   Canvasser 
Amelia Smith Canvasser 
Eric Thompson Canvasser 
Elizabeth Tomsich Canvasser 
Avinash Viswanathan Political Director 
Misty Winters   Director of Membership &

 Development 
 The Abortion Provider Expansion Project  (APEP) is a collaborative program 

between the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation and Pro-Choice Re-
sources.   

Meet Our New Staff! 

Executive Director Linnea House 
Linnea House was brought on as the Interim Executive Director in June of 2007 and was hired as the permanent 
Executive Director in May of 2008.  Before joining the staff, Linnea served as President of the organization’s 
Board of Directors from 2005 to 2007.  She has worked in the reproductive health field for over 9 years, most re-
cently with Midwest Health Center for Women and Pro-Choice Resources.  She has a Bachelor's Degree in English 
and Women's Studies from St. Olaf College, and a Master's Degree in Non-Profit Management from Hamline Uni-
versity. 

 
Linnea says “It is truly an honor to be a part of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota during this exciting time.  I look 
forward to continuing the great legislative and electoral work we do, and growing our membership base to reach all 
pro-choice Minnesotans.” 

Political Director Avi Viswanathan 

Avi Viswanathan joined the staff in April of 2008 to oversee the political efforts of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 
as well as the policy research and lobbying efforts of the Foundation. Avi has a Bachelor's Degree from Georgia 
Tech University and a Juris Doctor Degree from Suffolk University Law School in Boston, Massachusetts. Before 
joining the staff, Avi worked with the law firm Weinblatt & Gaylord, which specializes in election law, and as a 
member of the research team of the Al Franken for Senate Campaign. 
 
Avi says, “I’m excited to be part of such an energetic and devoted choice community as we work to protect 
women’s reproductive rights, personal freedoms, and lives.” 

Election Coordinator Eva Johnson 

Eva Johnson joined us in July 2008 as our Election Coordinator.  She will be instrumental in coordinating and im-
plementing NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s 2008 Elect and Protect Campaign.  Eva graduated from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison in 2008, with a Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology. 
 
Eva says, “My first month here at NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota has already been a great learning experience and 
I look forward to protecting our pro-choice legislators and electing new ones.” 

Election Research Intern Eric Blom  

Eric Blom, a junior from Macalester College, joined the NARAL team as a full-time HECUA intern this summer.  
Eric’s internship focused upon developing a pro-choice messaging strategy to be used in the 2008 Elect and Protect 
Campaign.  Funding for Eric’s position was made possible through HECUA, the Higher Education Consortium of 
Urban Affairs, an organization of 20 liberal arts colleges, universities, and associations dedicated to education for 
social justice. 
 
We’d like to thank Eric for all of his hard work this summer.  It has been a pleasure to work with him and we wish 
him the best of luck as he continues his studies at Macalester College this Fall. 
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Scorecard Welcome and Description 

Welcome to NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s 2008 Legislative Scorecard.  On the next few pages we highlight the choice votes that came up in this year’s legisla-
tive session. 
 
The 2008 Legislatives Session was one of the most successful for our issue in quite some time. A new law allows for nurses to dispense all contraceptives, as well as 
for Expedited Partner Therapy (EPT), which allows a person getting a prescription to treat a STI to also get a prescription for his or her partner without the partner 
having to come in.  This was a tremendous victory for all Minnesotans, and will prevent unintended pregnancies and aid in the treatment of Sexually Transmitted 
Infections.  For the first time, a provision requiring Responsible Sexuality Education in our schools was included in both House and Senate versions of the Educa-
tion Omnibus bill as they went into conference committee, but due to the threats by the Governor, the measure was dropped from the bill.  In addition to these meas-
ures, we are able to beat back every single piece of anti-choice legislation. With the hard work, leadership, and courage of many legislators, we were able to defeat 
all the attacks on reproductive rights and providers. 
 
 As a whole, this session was a success.  Even though we had a tough defeat on Responsible Sexuality Education, we made progress on preventing unplanned preg-
nancies, and prevented anti-choice legislators from pushing their harmful agenda.  Please view the scorecards and find out how your legislators voted this year.   

2008 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SCORECARD 
 

 1.  Seifert moved to amend House File 3220 such that funds would be denied to any nonprofit “that is directly or indirectly affiliated with a provider of abor-
tions or that is directly or indirectly involved in providing abortions.".  4/1/2008.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this amendment. 

2.  Finstad moved to amend House File 1812 to say that an ultrasound would be required prior to an abortion.  4/3/08.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota op-
posed this amendment. 

3.  Dean moved to amend House File 1812 to ban State Funding for RU 486.  4/3/08.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this amendment. 
4.  Peppin moved to amend House File 1812 to ban RU 486.  4/3/08.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this amendment. 
5.  Olson moved to amend House File 1812 such that funding for Saline Amniocentesis Abortions would be banned.  4/3/08. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 

opposed this amendment. 
6.  Finstad moved to amend House File 3391 such that viewing an ultrasound would be required prior to an abortion.  4/10/08. NARAL Pro-Choice Minne-

sota opposed this amendment. 
7.  Buesgens moved to Amend House File 3391A87 such to define that life begins at conception. 
8.  Walker  moved to amend Senate File 3001 such that Comprehensive Sex Ed must be provided by each school district.  4/28/08. NARAL Pro-Choice Min-

nesota supported this amendment. 
9.  Dettmer moved to amend the Walker amendment to Senate File 3001, such that Sex Ed would be an “opt in” program as opposed to an “opt out” program 

for students.  4/28/2008.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this amendment. 
10.  Eastlund, Dettmer, Gottwalt, Severson, and Barry Anderson moved to amend the Walker amendment to Senate File 3001 such that a school disctrict 

could opt out of the Sex Ed. Program.  4/28/2008.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this amendment. 
11. Severson moved to amend Senate File 2965 such that abortions for Gestational Carriers would be prohibited. 5/12/2008.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota 

opposed this amendment. 
 

2008 House of Representatives Scorecard begins on page 4... 

SCORE CARD  KEY 
 

 + Denotes Pro-Choice vote 
 

 - Denotes Anti-Choice vote 
 

   O    Denotes No Vote/Not Present 
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HD Party Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

01A DFL Olin - - - - - - - - - - - 

01B DFL Lieder - + - + + - - + - + + 

02A DFL Eken - - - - - - - - - - - 

02B DFL Sailer + + + + + + + + + + + 

03A DFL Anzelc + + + + + O + + + + + 

03B DFL Solberg + + + + - - - + + + - 

04A DFL Moe + + + + + + + + + + + 

04B R Howes - - - - - - - - - - - 

05A DFL Rukavina + + - + + + + + + + + 

05B DFL Sertich + + + + + + + + + + + 

06A DFL Dill - - - - - - + - + + - 

06B DFL Murphy, M. - O O - - - - + + + - 

07A DFL Huntley + + + + + + + + + + + 

07B DFL Jaros + + + + + + + + + + + 

08A DFL Hilty + + + + + + + + + + - 

08B DFL Faust - - - - - + - + + + - 

09A R Lanning - - - - - - - - - - - 

09B DFL Marquart - - - - - - - + + + - 

10A R Nornes - - - - - - - - - - - 

10B R Simpson - - - - - - - - - - - 

11A R Westrom - - - - - - - - - - - 

11B DFL Otremba - - - - - - - - - - - 

12A DFL Ward - - - - - - - + + + - 

12B DFL Doty - - - - - - - - - - - 

13A R Heidgerken - - - - - - - - - - - 

13B DFL Juhnke O - - - - - - + - + - 

14A R Severson - - - - - - - - - - - 

14B DFL Hosch O - - - - - - + + + - 

15A R Gottwalt - - - - - - - - - - - 

15B DFL Haws - - - - - - - + + - - 

16A R Erickson - - - - - - - - - - - 

16B R Olson - - - - - - - - - - - 

17A R Eastlund - - - - - - - - - - - 

17B DFL Kalin + + + + + - + + + + + 

18A R Shimanski - - - - - - - - - - - 

18B R Urdahl - - - - - - - - - - - 

19B R Anderson, B. - - - - - - - - - - - 

19B R Emmer - - - - - - - - - - - 

20A DFL Peterson, A. + + + + + + + + + + + 

20B DFL Koenen - - - - - - - - - - - 

21A R Seifert - - - - - - - - - - - 
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HD Party Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
21B R Finstad - - - - - - - - - - - 
22A R Magnus O - - - - - - - - - - 
22B R Hamilton - - - - - - - - - - - 
23A DFL Morrow + + + + + + + + + + + 
23B DFL Brynaert + + + + + + + + + + + 
24A R Gunther - - - - - - - - - - - 
24B R Cornish - - - - - - + - - - - 
25A R Brod - - - - - - - - - - - 
25B DFL Bly + + + + + + + + + + + 
26A R Ruth - - - - - - - - - - - 
26B DFL Fritz - - - - - - - + + + - 
27A DFL Brown + + + + + + + + + + + 
27B DFL Poppe + + + + + + + + + + + 
28A DFL Wollschlager + + + + + + + + + + + 
28B R Drazkowski  - - - - - - - - - - - 
29A R Demmer - - - - - - - - - - - 
29B DFL Norton + + + + + + + + + + + 
30A DFL Liebling + + + + + + + + + + + 
30B DFL Welti - + + + + + + + + + + 
31A DFL Pelowski, Jr. - - - - - - - + + + - 
31B DFL Tschumper + + + + + + + + + + + 
32A R Peppin - - - - - - - - - - - 
32B R Zellers - - - - - - - - - - - 
33A R Smith - - - - - - - - - - - 
33B R Berns - - - - - - - - - - - 
34A R Kohls - O O O O - - - - - - 
34B R Hoppe - - - - - - - - - - - 
35A R Beard - - - - - - - O O O - 
35B R Buesgens - - - - - - - - - - - 
36A R Holberg - - - - - - - - - - - 
36B R Garofalo - - - - - - - - - - - 
37A DFL Madore + + + + + + + + + + + 
37B R Ozment O - - - - - - - - - - 
38A DFL Masin + + + + + + + + + + + 
38B R Wardlow - - - - - - - - - - - 
39A DFL Hansen + + + + + + + + + + + 
39B DFL Atkins + + + + + + - + + + + 
40A DFL Morgan + + + + + + + + + + + 
40B DFL Lenczewski - - + + - - - + + + - 
41A R Erhardt + + + + + + + + + + + 
41B R Peterson, N. - - - - - - - - - - - 
42A DFL Ruud + + + + + + + + + + + 
42B R Paulsen - - O O - - - - - - - 
43A R Anderson, S. - - - - - - - - - - - 
43B DFL Benson + + + + + + + - + + + 
44A DFL Simon + + + + + + + + + + + 
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HD Party Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
44B DFL Winkler O + + + + + + + + + + 
45A DFL Peterson, S. + + + + + + + + + + + 
45B DFL Carlson + + + + + + + + + + + 
46A DFL Nelson + + + + + + + + + + + 
46B DFL Hilstrom + + + + + + + + + + + 
47A DFL Dittrich - + + + + + + + + + - 
47B DFL Hortman + + + + + + + + + + + 
48A R Hackbarth - - - - - - - - - - - 
48B R  Abeler - - - - - - - - - - - 
49A R DeLaForest - - - - - O O - - - - 
49B R Tingelstad - - - - - - - + - - + 
50A DFL Laine + + + + + + + + + + + 
50B DFL Knuth + + + + + + + + + + + 
51A DFL Kranz + O O O O + + + + + + 
51B DFL Tillberry + + + + + + + + + + + 
52A R Dettmer - - - - - - - - - - O 
52B R Dean - - - - - - - - - - - 
53A DFL Gardner + + + + + + + + + + + 
53B R McFarlane - - - - - - - - + - + 
54A DFL Greiling + + + + + + + + + + + 
54B DFL Scalze + + + + + + + O O O + 
55A DFL Lillie + + + + + + + + + + + 
55B DFL Slawik + + + + + + + + + + + 
56A DFL Bunn + + + + + + + + + + + 
56B DFL Swails + + + + + + + + + + + 
57A DFL Bigham + + + + + + + + + + + 
57B R McNamara - - - - - - - - - - + 
58A DFL Mullery + + + + + + + + + + + 
58B DFL Dominguez + + + + + + + + + + + 
59A DFL Loeffler + + + + + + + + + + + 
59B DFL Kahn + + + + + + + + + + + 
60A DFL Kelliher + + + + + + + + + + + 
60B DFL Hornstein + + + + + + + + + + + 
61A DFL Clark + + + + + + + + + + + 
61B DFL Walker + + + + + + + + + + + 
62A DFL Davnie + + + + + + + + + + + 
62B DFL Wagenius + + + + + + + + + + + 
63A DFL Thissen + + + + + + + + + + + 
63B DFL Slocum + + + + + + + + + + + 
64A DFL Murphy, E. + + + + + + + + + + + 
64B DFL Paymar + + + + + + + + + + + 
65A DFL Thao + + + + + + + + + + + 
65B DFL Mariani + + + + + + + + + + + 
66A DFL Lesch + + + + + + + + + + + 
66B DFL Hausman + + + + + + + + + + + 
67A DFL Mahoney + + + + + + + + + + + 
67B DFL Johnson + + + + + + + + + + + 
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2008 SENATE 
SCORECARD 

 
 1.  Gerlach moved to amend Senate File 

2965 such that the legislation would pro-
hibit a contract for surrogacy from re-
quiring abortion.  4/16/08.  NARAL 
Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this 
amendment. 

2.  Skogen moved to amend Senate File 
3001 such that Comprehensive Sex Ed 
would be removed from bill.  4/16/08.  
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota op-
posed this amendment. 

3.  Wergin moved to amend Senate File 
3168 such that funding for Saline Am-
niocentesis Abortions would be banned.  
4/30/08.  NARAL Pro-Choice Minne-
sota opposed this amendment. 

4.  Koch moved to amend Senate File 3168 
such that funding for Saline Amniocen-
tesis Abortions would be banned.  
4/30/08. NARAL Pro-Choice Minne-
sota opposed this amendment. 

SD Party Senator 1 2 3 4 

1 DFL Stumpf - - - - 

2 DFL Skoe + + + + 

3 DFL Saxhaug + + + + 

4 DFL Olson, M. - - - - 

5 DFL Tomassoni + + + + 

6 DFL Bakk + + + + 

7 DFL 
Prettner So-

lon + + + + 

8 DFL Lourey + + + + 

9 DFL Langseth + + - - 

10 DFL Skogen + - - - 

11 R Ingebrigtsen - - - - 

12 R Koering - - - - 

13 R Gimse - - - - 

14 R Fischbach - - - - 

15 DFL Clark O + O + 

16 R Wergin - - - - 

17 DFL Olseen + - + + 

18 R Dille O + - - 

19 R Koch - - - - 

20 DFL Kubly + + - - 

21 R Frederickson - - - - 

22 DFL Vickerman - - - - 

23 DFL Sheran - + + + 

24 R Rosen - - - - 

25 R Dahle + - + + 

26 R Day - - - - 

27 DFL Sparks - - - + 

28 DFL Murphy O - + + 

29 R Senjem - - - - 

30 DFL Lynch - - + O 

31 DFL 
Erickson 

Ropes O + + + 

32 R Limmer - - - - 

SD Party Senator 1 2 3 4 

33 R Olson, G. - - - - 

34 R Ortman - O O O 

35 R Robling - - - - 

36 R Pariseau - - - - 

37 R Gerlach - - - - 

38 DFL Carlson + + + + 

39 DFL Metzen + + + + 

40 DFL Doll + + + + 

41 R Michel - + - - 

42 R Hann - - - - 

43 DFL Bonoff + + + + 

44 DFL Latz + + + + 

45 DFL Rest O O + + 

46 DFL Scheid + + + + 

47 DFL Foley + + + + 

48 R Jungbauer - - - - 

49 R Johnson - - - - 

50 DFL Chaudhary + + + + 

51 DFL Betzold + + + + 

52 R Vandeveer - - - - 

53 DFL Rummel + + + + 

54 DFL Marty + + + + 

55 DFL Wiger + + + + 

56 DFL Saltzman - - + + 

57 DFL Sieben + + + + 

58 DFL Higgins + + + + 

59 DFL Poegmiller + + + + 

60 DFL Dibble + + + + 

61 DFL Berglin + + + + 

62 DFL Torres Ray + + + + 

63 DFL Larson + + + + 

64 DFL Cohen + + O O 

65 DFL Pappas + + + + 

66 DFL Anderson + + + + 

67 DFL Moua + + + + 

SCORE CARD  KEY 
 

 + Denotes Pro-Choice vote 
 

 - Denotes Anti-Choice vote 
 

   O    Denotes No Vote/Not Present 
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