
Many Names, One Mission 
 A History of Working for Reproductive Health, Equality, Rights & Privacy 

 
1966:  Mi nnesot a Counci l  f or  t he Legal     
Ter mi nat i on of  Pr egnancy ( MCLTP) . . . 1972:  
Mi nnesot a Or gani zat i on f or  t he Repeal  of  
Abor t i on Laws ( MORAL) . . . 1974:  Abor t i on 
Ri g h t s  Co u n c i l  o f  Mi n n e s o t a 
( ARC) . . . 1991:  Mi nnesot a NARAL. . . 2003:  
NARAL Pr o- Choi ce Mi nnesot a 

 

Over 99% of our membership voted in favor of the name change.  We are now officially  
 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota!   
 

Although we’ve changed our name, our mission has stayed the same: 
To develop and sustain a constituency that uses the political process to guarantee every woman the 
right to make personal decisions regarding the full range of reproductive choice, including preventing 
unintended pregnancy, bearing healthy children, and choosing legal abortion. 

 

Our website and email address have also changed to: 
www.prochoiceminnesota.org and info@prochoiceminnesota.org 
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Reproductive Freedom in the 2004 Legislature 
Another Anti-Choice Legislative Session Expected 

 
Coming off their victories in the legislature in 2003, the Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life 
(MCCL) are poised to pass even more of their extreme agenda in 2004.  It will take the full commit-
ment and energy of the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s staff, volunteers, and activists to keep the 
MCCL and their anti-choice legislative allies at bay. 

Super Gag Rule 
This bill, named the “Taxpayer Protection Act” by its supporters, would prohibit any state funds from go-
ing to organizations that “refer, counsel, or provide abortions,” as well as any organization that even con-
siders abortion to be a legal option.  Basically, organizations are punished for having a pro-choice posi-
tion.  This includes schools, hospitals, rape crisis centers, as well as important family planning clinics. 
 
Family Planning Funding 
Using an ongoing budget crisis as a rationale, the MCCL will almost certainly try to reduce, divert or  

 
Continued on page 2 

Visit our website and subscribe to our email Choice Action Network to be kept up to date.  
Go to www.prochoiceminnesota.org today. 
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Shopping for Choice 
We Shopped ‘Til We Dropped 

 
On two snowy winter evenings, devoted pro-choicers braved the weather to support NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota in Shopping for Choice.  The spirit of generosity was in the air, thanks to generous 
hosts Amy Kristine’s, a unique, woman-owned gift store, and Amazon Bookstore Cooperative, the 
oldest independent feminist bookstore in North America, both of whom donated 10% of their sales to 
support NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota.  Special thanks to Tara Wells of the Wellness Center, Etc. 
and April Fleck of Center Point for giving free massages; to Sarah Woolever, Kim Cobert, and Lorissa 
for providing the beautiful music; and a very big thanks to all of you who attended! 

 Hope to see you next year! 

2004 Legislature continued 
 
eliminate family planning project grants despite the clear need and majority support for family planning 
services.  We will keep you informed of the creative ways lawmakers will try and restrict family planning. 
 
Constitutional Amendments 
Once passed by simple majorities in both houses, a constitutional amendment goes straight to a state-
wide ballot.  There are two types of amendments anti-choice lawmakers historically introduce.   
1. An amendment requiring the Minnesota State Constitution to be interpreted like the U.S. Constitution 

on matters of abortion.  This would eliminate the greater privacy protection given to the women of 
Minnesota by our state Constitution, and pave the way to criminalize abortion in Minnesota should 
Roe v. Wade be scaled-back or overturned. 

2. The second amendment would ban all public funding of abortions in Minnesota, even those that 
are the result of rape or incest, or that endanger the life of the woman. 

 
Attacks on adolescents’ health 
Nearly every year, anti-choice lawmakers push two major initiatives that undermine the health and safety 
of adolescents: “Abstinence-unless-married” sexuality education and minor’s right to access reproductive 
healthcare.  Studies show that abstinence-based, comprehensive sexuality education is the most effec-
tive way to help kids make responsible decisions.  A large majority of Minnesota parents agree that teens 
deserve the facts. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota will fight for minor’s rights to reproductive healthcare, 
including access to contraception, testing, and treatment.  
 
Pro-choice, proactive and preventative legislation 
NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is actively working with our allies in the legislature to promote proactive 
legislation that would protect women’s constitutional rights, increase healthcare access, and reduce unin-
tended pregnancies, and the need for abortion.  Such initiatives include the Contraceptive Equity Act, 
Emergency Contraception in the ER Act, Comprehensive Sexuality Education initiatives, and the 
Minnesota Reproductive Privacy Act. 

Kate Michelman, President of 
NARAL Pro-Choice America, 
visited pro-choice supporters 
at a luncheon hosted by Ruth 
Usem (pictured with Kate, at 
right).  
 
At left, Kate with NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota Staff. 
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GI RLS ONLY  

Pro-Choice Spotlight: 
    

      Book Club 
 

Our “Girls Only” book club focuses on non-fiction works 
by women authors.  For the past year we’ve met every 
other month to share our thoughts and opinions about 
the book over drinks. We all have a blast and look for-
ward to the next book and the next time we get together. 
 

What makes our book club especially unique is that 
at each meeting, we collect donations from each 
member for the organizing efforts of NARAL Pro-
Choice Minnesota.  It is a fun and interesting way for 
us to support a great pro-choice organization. If you like 
the idea of a pro-choice book club that contributes to the 
work of NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota, you can start 
one of your own! 
  

-Paula Fynboh, NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Board  
 
P.S. If you start a pro-choice book club (or a film, science or knit-
ting club), let us know. You may be highlighted in our next news-
letter!  E-mail volunteer@prochoiceminnesota.org. 

I  Want to Help Secure Choice in Minnesota! 
 
Enclosed is my contribution of: 
 
 � $1,000   Leadership Circle 
 � $500   Choice Defender 
 � $250   Guardian 
 � $100   Patron 
 � $50    Friend 
 � $35    Member 
 � $15  Limited Income 
 � $_____        Other 
     
 

�  I want to receive Choice Action Network E-mail Alerts.  E-mail me  
at:  

           ____________________________________________________ 
 

�  Contact me about Corporate Matching Gifts  
 
�  Charge my credit card  (credit card payments save us time and money) 
     
     � Visa  �  Mastercard        Exp.   _____Mo.   ____Yr.  
 
Account Number ____________________________________________ 

 
Signature__________________________________________________ 

 
Because of our aggressive advocacy work, contributions to  

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota are not tax deductible. Jan04 

NARAL Pro-Choice 
Minnesota 

an affiliate of  
NARAL Pro-Choice America 

  
�  Yes, I want to become a 

Choice Marathoner! 
 
 
      I will make a 
 
      Monthly 
      Quarterly 
 
      
Donation of 

�  $ 

�  $25  

�  $20  
�  $15  
�  $10  
�  $5  

 
Please fill out credit card  

information on right 
 
 

Pro-Choice Pubic Educa-
tion Project Ad 1998 

Chilling isn’t it? The Pro-
Choice Public Education 

Project Ad was right on the 
mark in their predictive ads.   
The so-called "Partial-Birth" 
Abortion Ban of 2003 repre-
sents an unprecedented at-

tack on reproductive freedom 
in this country.  

For more information go to  
www.prochoiceminnesota.org 

or www.protectchoice.org. 

OUR REALITY 2003: Bush signing so-called “Partial Birth 
Abortion” Ban, with all male sponsors.  AP/World Wide Photos 
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I’ll Be There! March for Choice 

 

 Get your tickets at: 
 

www.MNMARCHFORCHOICE.org 
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Volunteer Activist of the Year  

Arlene Ashbach  
2004 Jane Hodgson  

Reproductive Freedom Award 
Jack Loegering Given to a volunteer who has made vital contributions 

to NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota in the past year. 
 

Arlene Ashbach has been a frequent warm and 
friendly presence in the NARAL Pro-Choice Minne-
sota office for over two years.  Arlene has done 
nearly every type of volunteer activity at NARAL, 
including calling members about dangerous legisla-
tion, stuffing newsletters, data entry and helping 
with research projects. 
 
Shortly after she found out about the March for 
Choice in April of 2004, she began to make ar-
rangements.  Arlene is going to Washington, DC a 
week early to help with preparations for the March. 
 
She recently told us why she is so focused on vol-
unteering for Choice: “I feel that to be pro-choice, I 
have to be proactive.  In this day and age, it isn’t 
enough to say you’re pro-choice, you have to do 
something about it.” 

Given to the individual who has made vital contribu-
tions to the Minnesota pro-choice movement. 
 

NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota is proud to present 
the 2004 Jane Hodgson Reproductive Freedom 
Award to Jack Loegering.  Jack’s pro-choice activ-
ism - most of it with his wife Mickie by his side - 
goes back to the mid 1980’s when he was a board 
member of one of our predecessor organizations, 
the Abortion Rights Council of Minnesota (ARC).     
 

An active member and volunteer since leaving the 
board of directors, Jack represented Minnesota in 
a Silent No More speakout in Washington, DC, 
where he read the story of his sister who died 
from an illegal abortion. 
 

In addition to his pro-choice activism, Jack taught 
Humanities in the St Louis Park school system for 
several decades and is a veteran of World War II 
where he was a prisoner of war for three years.   


