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Welcome to NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota’s 2011 Legislative Scorecard. On the
next few pages we highlight the choice votes that came up in this year’s legislative
session.

The 2011 Legislative Session once again was dominated by the huge budget deficit,
and resulted in the longest government shut down in Minnesota history. The 2011
Legislative Session was also marked by the House and Senate majorities unwilling
to focus on tackling the budget deficit and instead focused on attacking a woman’s
right to choose.

As a result of the anti-choice majorities in both bodies, two bills attacking a
woman’s right to choose were passed during the 2011 Legislative Session. The first
bill sought to ban all abortions after 20 weeks with no exceptions for rape, incest, or
the mental or physical health of the woman. The second bill sought to overturn the
Minnesota Supreme Court Doe v. Gomez decision, a 1995 decision that does not
allow the state of Minnesota to discriminate against a woman’s right to choose
based upon her ability to pay for her abortion. If signed into law, this bill would be
declared unconstitutional and would trigger a lengthy and expensive court battle.

Thankfully, both bills were vetoed by pro-choice Governor Mark Dayton. In
addition, Governor Dayton was able to keep any anti-choice bills out of the
government shut-down ending deal, as well as protecting and fully funding the
family planning funding program.



2011 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SCORECARD

1. Holberg moved to pass House File 936 such that all abortions would be
banned after 20 weeks gestation. 5/6/2011. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
opposed this bill.

2. Kahn moved to amend House File 936 such that an exception for fetal
anomalies would be allowed. 5/6/2011. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota
supported this amendment.

3. Scott moved to amend House File 201 such that state funds shall not be used
for funding abortions. This amendment conflicts with the 1995 Minnesota
Supreme Court decision of Doe v. Gomez, allowing Medicaid reimbursements to
be for abortion care. 5/6/2011. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this
bill.
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2011 SENATE SCORECARD

1. Thompson moved to amend House File 201 such that state funds shall not be used for
funding abortions. This amendment conflicts with the 1995 Minnesota Supreme Court
decision of Doe v. Gomez, allowing Medicaid reimbursements to be for abortion care.
5/16/2011. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this bill.

2. Thompson moved to amend House File 936 936 such that all abortions would be banned
after 20 weeks gestation. 5/16/2011. NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota opposed this bill.
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